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This dissertation os a study of the Late Antique residential 
architecture (from the 4th through 6th centuries, after Christ) 
excavated at Stobi, the capital of the Roman province of Macedonia 
Secunda. The archaeological remains of the residences are documented on 
detai I, with photographs, drawings, and descriptions. Reconstructions 
and an analysis of the bui !dings' functions are also offered. Within a 
chronological framework, changes in residential design are distinguished 
and contrasted, leading to the identification of characteristics that 
define the residential architecture at Stobi. These characteristics are 
then related to developments in a broader context in an attempt to 
define what is unique about Late Antique residences. 
Most of the residences at Stobi were originally constructed during 
the second half of the fourth century and are remarkably similar on 
form. Their distinctive feature was a large triclinium, which served 
not only as the dining room but as the social center of the houses. 
Bui I ding A, the first church of Stobi, was bui It to the same 
specifications as the houses. The homogeneity of the architecture at 
Stobi, both secular and ecclesiastical, is indicative of fourth-century 
architecture throughout the western Roman provinces. 
iii 
In the second half of the fifth century, fol lowing a destruction of 
the city ca. 450 A.O., the original houses were extensively rebui It 
while others were newly bui It at that time. Contrary to the homogeneity 
of their original form, the rebuilt houses exhibit a wide diversity of 
size, features, and functions. One residence was adapted to serve as a 
Christian martyrium, another as the house of clergy. Those rebui It as 
residences of the well-to-do were quite luxurious, with two-story 
peristyle courts and nymphaea adorned with Classical sculpture. Others 
were quite poorly bui It, without pretension of any sort, and 
incor.pora.l.;ed shops and industrial activities within them. 
The differences between houses of the early and later parts of the 
period highlight the transition from the Roman world of the fourth 
century to the Byzantine world of the fifth and sixth centuries. The 
latter, at least for a brief period, is surprisingly more diverse than 
the former with greater contrasts of wealth and culture. 
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Special acknowledgement 1s also due Professor Elizabeth Gebhard, of 
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methods of studying architecture in the field is 1n no smal I part the 
result of working with her on the Theater at Stobi. 
I would also like to thank the faculty of the Program in Classical 
Archaeology at Indiana University where I earned my Master of Arts 
degree, and Professor Thomas Jacobsen, the director of the program. 
While there, my interest in late Antique and Early Byzantine 
v 
architecture was spurred on by Professor Eugene Kleinbauer, of the 
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of the Stobi ·Archaeological Project and my advisor at Boston University. 
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and complete this study, and helped me formulate the topic and the 
direction of the work. As my advisor and mentor he has directed my 
studies of archaeology in al I areas of the discipline. In the field, I 
have. learned the techniques of archaeology from him, and in his 
classroom I have studied history, I iterature, architecture, and the 
theory of archaeology. 
Many col leagues among the staff of the joint American-Yugoslav 
Stobi Excavation Project have contributed directly to the ideas and 
observations presented in this work. It would be impossible to 
acknowledge al I the individual contributions but I would especially I ike 
to thank Carolyn Snively, Ruth Kolarik, Mom~i lo Petrovski, and Mi lenko 
Mi lojevit, with whom I have worked most closely over many years. It is 
also appropriate to thank individually the members of the architectural 
staff who have shared the labor and responsibi I ity of architectural 
documentation with me: Mi lenko Mi lojevic, Angel Mi lanov, Craig Morgan, 
Caroline Hemans, Anne Marie Baranowski, Fred Guthrie, Margaret Denney, 
Mitko Prend~ov, Chet Sal it, and Edward Scul I. 
During the years I have worked 1n Yugoslavia I have also benef itted 
from the hospitality and assistance of many officials. I am grateful to 
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the directors and staff of the National Museum of Titov Veles, and 
special thanks are due to Stevo Andov who labored tirelessly to make our 
I work at Stobi a pleasant experience. Thanks are also due the directors and staff of the National Museum of Beograd, particularly Jelena Rankov, 
I who graciously al lowed me to study the artifacts from Stobi in the 
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collections of the museum during the spring of 1981. 
In the last stages of this work I owe thanks to my readers 
Professors James Wiseman and Fred Kleiner, for their advice, friendly 
encouragement and corrections to the manuscript. The manuscript has 
also benefitted from the corrections of Professor Elizabeth Gebhard and 
I thank her for the many hours she has spent improving the presentation 
of the material. Professor John-Pierre Sodini, of the University of 
Paris I, was 1n many ways instrumental in the completion of the work; he 
provided books, references, ideas, and inspiration. It was most 
fortunate for me that Professor Sodini was Visiting Professor of 
Archaeology here at Boston University in the spring of 1985 during the 
final stages of the work, and he gave generously of his time and 
knowledge. 
Finally, I should like to thank my col league and wife, Caroline. 
She has assisted me on many of the drawings, and spent hours improving 
the text. Most of al I I thank her for her love and patience, and for 
the time she has given up that I might complete this work. 
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The Problem 
1 
CHAPTER ONE 
INTRODUCTION 
Aims and Methodology 
There is a wealth of information about Late Antique architecture, 
and no lack of handbooks on the subject. But if, after reading some of 
these handbooks, .a .student shou Id gain the impression that the peop I e of 
the Late Antique period bui It nothing but churches, he would not be at 
fault.l This is not because there is I ittle information avai I able on 
secular buildings; on the contrary, hundreds, if not thousands, of 
houses and palaces, as well as baths and other utilitarian structures, 
are known, primarily as the result of archaeological investigations. It 
would be more accurate to say that a great deal is known about Late 
Antique residential architecture but that I ittle is understood. 
There are numerous reasons for the overwhelming emphasis on the 
study of church building, and why Late Antique architecture is far from 
being understood with a balance between the secular and the religious. 
First of all, and most elementary, the churches are the most 
representative monuments of Christianity, which was the outstanding 
historical and cultural development of the age. The religious 
1 This sentence is paraphrased from C. Mango, Byzantine Architecture 
(New York, 1974) 11. 
2 
monuments, while diverse, are functionally well defined, and their study 
is augmented by the written records: political, religious, and 
historical documents. While, within the records, descriptions of 
ancient bui !dings are generally imprecise and incidental to other 
topics, the amount of information that can be gathered about churches 1s 
considerable, and is complementary to understanding the physical remains 
of monuments. For residential architecture there is remarkably less 
information to be gathered from written documents and the physical 
remains often stand in isolation from historical context. 
The. scarcity of documents pertaining to domestic architecture 1s 
only one reason, however, for the lack of context. While nearly all 
these bui I dings were discovered through archaeological excavation, a 
large amount of this material is undigested; pub I ication and analysis 
lag behind discovery. Leaving aside the large numbers of bui !dings that 
were either excavated before scientific archaeological methods were 
introduced, or excavated under 'salvage' conditions, the corpus of 
potential information far exceeds that which is really accessible. This 
is a situation that is changing rather rapidly, reflecting the increased 
activity and interest of archaeologists in the Late Antique period. 
Publications of new material, as wel I as new pub/ ications of material 
discovered Jong ago, are appearing; this work fal Is into the latter 
category. 
The present lack of context for residential architecture results, 
however, in a major methodological problem: while the development of 
ecclesiastical architecture may be studied with spatial and 
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chronological limits within the Late Antique period, residential 
buildings lack similar I imits and definition. Lacking more precise 
context, we are limited to a perspective that contrasts house forms over 
much greater periods of time and between widely separated geographic 
areas.2 We are not yet able to distinguish between the building 
traditions that are local or regional and those that might reflect 
cultural change within the whole of Late Antique society. In short, we 
are at a loss to distinguish what is unique about the residences of the 
period. Before this fundamental problem is overcome, other potentially 
usefuL methods of analysis, typological and functional, wi I I yield 
unsatisfying results. 
The work of G. Tchalenko, Vi I I ages antigues de~ Syrie du Nord, 1s 
a good example of the type of study that is needed.3 His material 
encompasses a whole region, and is not I imited to one functional type of 
building but includes houses, farms, churches, and industrial 
establishments. The excavation and analysis of large numbers of Late 
Antique houses in a single locality, as at Ostia, Antioch, Apamea, and 
the cities of North Africa, are also significant. There we gain 
2 Thus, within the synthetic studies of Roman houses, the Late Antique 
residences are appended to the great mass of material belonging to 
the entire Roman period. A few of the synthetic works on Roman 
domestic architecture are: K. M. Swoboda, Romische und Romanische 
Palaste, 3rd ed. (Wien: Hermann Bohlaus, 1g69); A. -0:-McKay, Houses, 
Vi I las and Palaces in the Roman World (Ithaca: Cornel I University, 
1975); °J-:-Perc i va I ,lh~oman Vi II a: An Hi stor i ca I Introduction 
(Berkeley: University of California, 1976). 
3 G. Tchalenko, Vi Ila es anti ues de la S 
Archeologique et Historique, Paris: 
d'archeologie de Beyrouth, 1953-1958). 
rie du Nord, Bibi iotheque 
nstitut fran~ais 
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perspective on changes that occur over time, and the comparison of 
bui !dings al lows us to distinguish repetitive patterns.4 We need to be 
more cautious 1n the interpretation of individual houses that lack local 
context; that stand geographically isolated and cannot be seen in the 
midst of monuments that once surrounded them. 
The residences at Stobi make a significant contribution to our 
understanding of Late Antique architecture. Here we have residences 
newly constructed in the first century of the Late Antique period. The 
large number of residences al lows us to discern which features are 
convnon .(or norma I) to the gr.oup and which a re unique. A I so, the 
chronology of the buildings may be defined: the major periods of 
construction and later modifications can be dated to relatively precise 
periods of times within the Late Antique period. Both typological and 
functional distinctions can be made among the features constructed 
during these different periods of time. Another advantage is that the 
context is not limited to residential architecture; similarities and 
differences can be noted with the large group of churches in the same 
city. Lastly, the geographic position of Stobi 1s significant. The 
material augments what is known of developments 1n the provinces of 
North Africa, Syria, Italy, and northern Europe. It is the largest and 
most completely excavated group of urban residences in the Balkans. 
4 Most of the houses of those three sites were, of course, rebui It from 
the remains of earlier houses, and repetitive patterns are more 
easily seen among features, such as nymphaea, tricl inia, or floor 
pavements, that were constructed within definable chronological 
I imits. 
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This study demonstrates what is unique about residences of the Late 
Antique period and offers cultural and architectural explanations for 
the derivation of those house forms. The fourth-century houses at Stobi 
are shown to be part of a widespread cultural development that began 
somewhat earlier in the Roman empire; a trend that shows increased 
emphasis on the "dining• room (triclinium) as the social and 
architectural focus of the house. This residential type 1s found to be 
common to most geographic areas of the Late Antique world. In the fifth 
century the residential architecture is surprisingly more diverse, and 
exhibits forms that are consciously Classicizing. But we can also see 
that the traditional Classical forms had lost their original functional 
connotations, and, while intended to evoke the Classical past, were 
devoid of the social meaning of that earlier age. 
The architectural analysis also leads to observations that inform 
us, for example, about the architectural setting of family life, and the 
development of architectural craftsmanship and construction techniques 
in the Late Antique period. The issue of a possible relationship 
between local domestic architecture and the form of early churches 1s 
also raised, and further work in this area may shed new I ight on the 
early development of church architecture. 
The Material 
As known through the excavations, Stobi 1s pre-eminently a Late 
Antique city. Of the more than 20 buildings thus far discovered, wholly 
or in part, al I but a few belong to the final three hundred years of the 
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city's existence.5 Stobi, in comparison to Roman centers that survived 
into the Middle Ages and subsequently became modern towns and cities, 
has been almost undisturbed since its abandonment at the end of the 
sixth century.6 Thus, for the study of the Late Antique period, it is 
an almost ideal laboratory. Remains dating to earlier periods exist in 
abundance at the site but only a smal I portion, compared to the amount 
of later material, have been excavated. 
Excavations have been conducted since the early years of this 
century and there is a large body of published material .7 Currently, 
several individual monuments.are being studied for publication by 
members of the joint American-Yugoslav team that excavated at Stobi from 
1g70 to 1980, including: the Theater, Episcopal Basi I ica, Synagogue and 
Central Basilica, and the House of the Fuller. Also, two dissertations 
have appeared in the last few years that synthesize information on the 
Christian basi I icas, and the Roman and Late Antique mosaics.a 
5 The Late Antique period is here considered to extend from the reign 
of Diocletian to the end of the reign of Maurice, i.e., from 284 to 
602. The term "Imperial Roman• is occasionally used to refer to the 
period extending from the beginning of the reign of Augustus to the 
reign of Diocletian. 
6 Dates cited in the text are •Anno Domini," or "After Deum• 
(abbreviated A.D.) unless specified B.C .. 
7 Selected works are included in the bib I iography. 
8 C. Snively, "The Early Christian Basi I icas of Stobi: A Study of Form, 
Function, and Location,• (Ph.D. dissertation, University of Texas at 
Austin, 1979); hereafter cited as Snively, "Basi I icas.• R. Kolarik, 
"The Floor Mosaics of Stobi and Their Balkan Context,• (Ph.D. 
dissertation, Harvard University, 1981); hereafter cited as Kolarik 
"Mosaics." 
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This study brings together the information on the Late Antique 
residences at Stobi, a group of seven major, and several minor 
residences that may represent as much as 25-35 percent of the 
residential architecture at Stobi within the walls of the Late Antique 
city.9 
Two of the maJor residences are being studied for pub I ication by 
other members of the joint project and wi I I only briefly be described 
here: the House of the Fuller,10 and the House of Psalms.11 A third 
maJOr residence was recently the subject of an article by V. Sokolovska;12 
her obser,vations are the most complete avai I able and, as with the 
previously mentioned bui I dings, an extensive reexamination of the 
remains was not made for this study. The remaining four residences are 
closely examined here, and most of the material is presented for the 
first time. Al I of the bui I dings, however, are included in the 
analysis. 
The residences presented here have a long and complex history. We 
must consider not only their original form but changes and modifications 
created during approximately 250 years of use. One of the primary 
9 The Late Antique city covers ca. 14 hectares of which ca. 10 can be 
estimated as occupied by bui !dings. Of this latter amount, 30-40 
percent of the area has been excavated. 
10 I. Mikul~it, excavator of the building during the joint project, 1s 
preparing a monograph on the building. 
11 R. Kolarik is preparing a study of the bui I ding to be included 1n the 
monograph on the Synagogue and Central Basi I ica. 
12 V. Sokolovska, "Investigations in the House of Peristerias," Studies 
II, 123-141 (hereafter cited as Sokolovska, "Peristerias"). 
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purposes of this work 1s 1) to determine the form of the original 
buildings, as wel I as 2) the chronology of changes and their purpose, 
and 3) to use this information as the basis for understanding 
architectural development throughout the Late Antique period in this 
provincial capital. The amount of architectural detai I within this 
group of bui I dings is enormous, and in some cases individual bui I dings 
would be quite deserving of study as a single monument, but that is not 
the intention here. As outlined in the first section of this chapter, 
the broader context that the study of a group of buildings affords has 
greater potential- for. yielding information pertinent to understanding 
changes in Late Antique society. 
Previous pub I ications of these buildings consist, for the most 
part, of pre I iminary excavation reports and basic documentation was 
lacking: site plans, photographs, state plans of individual bui I dings, 
and drawings of features and architectural sculpture. Many of the most 
basic questions were yet to be answered (chronological as wel I as those 
of architectural interpretation). Also, there is a certain amount of 
error in earlier publications to be corrected. This study thus seeks to 
remedy the lack of detailed documentation. 
Much of the information gathered together here is the result of the 
collaborative efforts of a joint American-Yugoslav team. From 1970 to 
1981, an interdisciplinary team conducted archaeological research at 
Stobi on topics that encompass the ful I spectrum of the discipline: 
historical, architectural, environmental, and art historical .13 The 
13 American Co-Director of the project 1s James R. Wiseman of Boston 
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team was composed of geologists, artists, physical anthropologists, 
architects, conservationists, and botanists, as wel I as "classical 
archaeologists• who were often specialists in numismatics, ceramics, 
epigraphy, and other areas.14 To these col leagues, who contributed to 
every aspect of this work, I extend my thanks and gratitude. 
Organization of the Work 
This study includes a description and analysis of Late Antique 
residential architecture excavated at Stobi, Yugoslavia, from 1924 to 
1979 ·' The introduction .(chapter one) inc I udes information of a more 
general nature: the history of the excavations, the environs of Stobi, 
and a summary of the history of the city in the Late Antique period. 
Chapters two through five provide the main body of descriptive material 
on the residences, and are augmented with photographs and drawings. 
University. Djordje Mano-Zissi of the National Museum of Belgrade 
was Yugoslav Co-Director from 1970-1976, and Blaga Aleksova served as 
Co-Di rector thereafter. A discussion of the aims of th'e project, 
sponsorship, and staff members may be found in: J. Wiseman and Dj. 
Mano-Zissi, "Excavations at Stobi, 1970," AJA 75 (1971) 395 
(hereafter cited as W-MZ, "1970"); J. Wiseman and Dj. Mano-Zissi, 
"Excavations at Stobi, 1971," AJA 76 (1972) 407 (hereafter cited as 
W-MZ, "1971"); J. Wiseman and DJ:" Mano-Zissi, "Excavations at Stobi, 
1972," AJA 77 (1973) 391 (hereafter cited as W-MZ, "1972"); J. 
Wiseman and Dj. Mano-Zissi, •Excavations at Stobi, 1973-1974," JFA 1 
(1974) 120 (hereafter cited as W-MZ, "1974"); J. Wiseman and Dj~. ~ 
Mano-Zissi, "Stobi: A City of Ancient Macedonia,• JFA 3 (1976) 269-
270 (hereafter cited as W-MZ [1976]); and J. Wiseman, •stobi in 
Yugoslavian Macedonia: Archaeological Excavations and Research, 1977-
1978," JFA 5 (1978) 391-192 (hereafter cited as Wiseman, "1978"). 
14 See J. Wiseman, "Multidisciplinary Research in Classical Archaeology: 
An Example from the Balkans,• in Contributions to Aegean Archaeology: 
Studies in.Honor of Wi I I iam A. McDonald, N. Wilkie and W. Coulson, 
eds. (Dubuque, 1985). -
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Also included in these descriptive chapters is an analysis of the 
relative chronology of the bui I ding components, reconstructions of the 
major phases of the bui !dings, and an analysis of the functions of the 
rooms and bui !dings. 
Chapter six is synthetic and places the residences of Stobi within 
the context of Late Antique architectural development. Two features, 
the tricl inium and the peristyle court, are examined in detail, within a 
chronological framework. The relationship between secular and religious 
architecture at Stobi is also discussed. A concluding chapter 
summarizes the major conc·lusions and significance of the work. 
11 
The Excavations15 
Excavations at Stobi have been extensive. Since the identification 
of the site by Leon Heuzey and J. G. von Hahn in the nineteenth century,16 
numerous archaeological projects have been conducted at the site.17 The 
earliest of these excavations were by German troops stationed in the 
area during World War I.18 During that period the Pal ikura basilica was 
excavated,19 while within the city excavations were begun in the 
Episcopal Basi I ica, numerous inscriptions were discovered, and notes 
were made on features visible at that time.20 
From 1924 to· 1940 the .National Museum at Belgrade conducted large-
scale excavations.21 It was during this period that the large 
15 The excavations of individual monuments are described 1n more detai I 
in the appropriate chapters. 
16 L. Heuzey, •oecouverte des ruines de Stobi,• Revue archeologique, pt. 
2 (1873) 25-42; J. G. von Hahn, •Reise von Belgrad nach Salonik," K. 
Akademie der Wissenschaften, Wien. Philosophisch-historische Klasse. 
Denkschriften. 11:2 (1861) 175, 231-236; J. G. von Hahn, •Reise durch 
die Gebiete des Orin und Wardar,• K. Akademie der Wissenschaften, 
Wien. Phi losophisch-historische Klasse. DenksChriften. 15:2 (1867) 
158-188. 
17 James R. Wiseman is currently preparing a complete history of the 
excavations. This will appear in volume 1 of the Stobi monographs to 
be published by Princeton University Press. 
18 H. Dragendorff, "Archaologische und Kunstwissenschaftl iche Arbeit 
wahrend des Weltkrieges in Mazedonien,• Zeitschrift fur bi ldende 
Kunst XXX (1919) 265-266. 
19 Dr. Hald, Auf den Trummern Stobis (Stuttgart, 1917) 29-41. 
20 Ibid. 15-26; Dra9endorff, op. cit. (in note 18) 265-267. 
21 The bibliography for these and subsequent excavations is extensive; a 
selected bibliography is appended at the end. See also~- Rado~evic, 
"The Stobi Bibi iography,• Studies l, 233-268. 
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residential structures reported on here were uncovered: the Episcopal 
Residence, the Casino, the House of Parthenius, and the Theodosian 
Palace. In the 1950s several short-term investigations were conducted 
by the Archaeological Museum in Skopje, while in the 1960s the 
Conservation Institute of Macedonia began a testing and conservation 
program. This latter work was largely confined to the House of Psalms, 
the Synagogue-Basilica, and the bath structures. Conservation by the 
Institute continues to the present day. 
From 1970 to 1980 large-scale excavations were once again conducted 
at Stobi by a.joint American-Yugoslav team. Work by this project was 
conducted in many areas of the city, chiefly: the Episcopal Basi I ica, 
the Synagogue complex, the Theater, the West Cemetery, and in two 
structures 1n the lower part of the city located near the Crna River. 
During the joint project the bui I dings studied here were cleaned and 
photographed, and in some cases there was the opportunity for test 
excavations to clarify the chronology. 
13 
The Environs of Stobi 
The city of Stobi is located at the confluence of the Vardar and 
Crna Rivers, named in antiquity the Axios and the Erigon, respectively.22 
Today, as in antiquity, the Vardar river is a major north-south route 
connecting the Aegean region with the broad plains of the Danube basin 
(see Fig. 1.1). The river marks the juncture of the Alpine foldbelt, 
to the west, with the Rhodope massif, to the east.23 East-west 
communication through the region has always been difficult because of 
the direction of these mountain ranges that run para I lei to the Adriatic 
(NNW-SSE). The Vardar itself flows between sunken fault basins 
•arranged like beads on a string•24 that were in Tertiary times 
isolated lakes. Today these basins are separated by gorges formed by 
the water flow between the ancient lakes. The region surrounding Stobi 
is thus isolated by gorges at Demir Kapija, ca. 29 km. to the southeast, 
and at Titov Veles (ancient Bylazora), ca. 23 km. to the northwest. 
Some 7.5 km. northwest of Stobi, the Vardar is joined by the Bregalnica 
river, whose source lies in the mountains that extend along the modern 
Yugoslav border with Bulgaria. The northwestern environs of Stobi are 
bounded by steep hi I ls only some 30-40 kilometers away. To the south 
and southwest mountains I ie only ca. 15 km. away. Thus, the immediate 
geographic region, in which Stobi is centrally located, has an area of 
ca. 2,500 sq. km. 
22 The site is located at approximately 21 degrees, 59 minutes East 
Longitude, and 41 degrees, 33 minutes North Latitude. 
23 R. L. Folk, "The Geologic Framework of Stobi," Studies l, 37-38 
(hereafter cited as Folk, "Geology"). 
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Claudius Ptolemaeus (fl. late second century) lists Stobi in the 
region of Pelagonia and includes one other town in the region, 
Audaristos (AvopapCuros) .25 The latter is probably to be identified 
with Euristos, a town shown on the Tabula Peutingeriana on the route 
between Stobi and Heraclea Lyncestis.26 
Much of Stobi 's importance in antiquity was doubtless a result of 
its location on the major north-south overland route that links the 
Danubian cities wi~h Greece. For example, Phi lip V used the city as a 
station to marshal his troops in a campaign against the Dardanians in 
197 B.c.27 Other routes also· converged on Stobi: the valley of the Crna 
(Erigon) river forms the northeastern half of a route that led to 
ancient Heraclea Lyncestis (Bitola), located on the Via Egnatia, and the 
Bregalnica river I ies along the southwestern half of the route between 
ancient Serdica (Sofia) and Stobi .28 In comparison to regions that 
border the Mediterranean, however, the inland region of Macedonia 
contained few large cities. Within the Late Antique province of 
Macedonia Secunda, Hierocles lists only eight cities, and of these 
24 Folk, •Geology,• 40. 
25 Claudius Ptolemaeus, Geographia, C.F.A. Nobbe, ed. (Hildesheim, 1966) 
198. 
26 K. Mi Iler, Die Peutingersche Tafel (Stuttgart, 1962). See I. 
Mi lkul~i~, "il'ZUr Topograhie von Euristus (Audaristus)," MAA 1 (1975) 
173-197, who identifies the location near the modern viTTage of 
Drenovo. 
27 Titus Livi us XXXIII.19 
28 The Tabula Peutingeriana shows these overland routes 1n the region. 
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Stobi, the probable capital of the province, was the largest.29 Scupi 
(modern Skopje), some 75 km. north of Stobi on the Vardar, was part of 
the province of Dardania and Heraclea Lyncestis, ca. 85 km. to the 
southwest, was part of the Late Antique province of Macedonia Prima. 
Thessalonica, ca. 140 km. south of Stobi, was the dominant city of 
Macedonia in the Late Antique period and the capital of the prefecture 
of II lyricum. The city served as the Mediterranean port for the Vardar 
valley and cities on the Via Egnatia, perhaps as far inland as Heraclea 
Lyncestis, as wel I as for its immediate geographic region. 
An i.ndication of the.economic importance of Thessalonica on the 
region is supplied by the frequency of its coinage at Stobi. Table 1.1 
summarizes the coin data for the Late Antique period.30 The other 
primary sources, as should be expected, are the cities of 
Constantinople, Cyzicus, and Nicomedia. The latter cities would have 
had strong ties to the cities of the Danube as well as to Illyricum and 
their coinage would have reached Stobi by trade from both the north and 
29 Hierocles, Synecdemus, 7-8. Wiseman discusses the geography and 
history of the province in more detai I; see J. Wiseman, "The City on 
Macedonia Secunda," Vi Iles, 289-314 (hereafter cited as Wiseman, 
Vi Iles). 
30 The data were compiled by the author from the Stobi Excavation 
Project (excavations from 1970 to 1979) coin inventory, the work of 
M. Crawford and A. Walker. The amount of coinage (only bronze 
coinage is included) indicated in the table is only a fraction of the 
total coinage; ca. 885 coins were recovered dating from ca. 395 to 
575 and, of these, 145 were legible, but the place of mint on only 48 
examples could be read. The 4 gold and 69 si Iver coins (issues of 
Gratian, Valens, and Valentinian) found in a hoard in the Nemeseum of 
the Theater are not included. See W-MZ, "1974," 133. 
I 
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south. In the sixth century coinage from Thessalonica dominates even 
more strongly.31 
TABLE 1.1 
COINAGE: MINTS 
284-379 379-395 395-423 423-450 450-518 518-565 566-575 
Thessalonica 58 29 03 02 11 09 
Constantinople 20 15 01 01 03 04 
Cyzicus 09 17 02 02 01 
Nicomedia 04 10 01 02 
Heraclea 12 06 01 01 
Siscia 32 02 
Si rmi um 03 
Rome 01 04 01 01 
Aqui lei a 03 02 01 
Antioch 05 04 01 
Others 02 01 01 
Coinage of Thessalonica comprises 39 percent of the tota I for the 
entire period, and 74 percent of the total after 518.32 
31 Coinage from Heraclea Lyncestics shows asimilar distribution; see T. 
Janakievski, "Funde byzantinischer mUnzen in den objekten 5A und 58 
aus dem spatantiken mikrowohnkomplex oberhalb des romischen theatass 
in Heraclea Lyncestis,• MAA 4 (1978) 189-200. 
32 Actually, the coinage from 518-527 includes no issues from 
Thessalonica; of the four issues from the early part of the reign of 
Justinian, three are from Constantinople and one from Nicomedia. The 
smaller amounts of coinage between 395 and 518, as compared to 
earlier periods, may have no corelation to the amount of coinage in 
distribution at that time, or to the amount of trade. The amounts 
reflect the fact that the joint American-Yugoslav project excavated 
large numbers of deposits of the latter fourth and early fifth 
centuries. 
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Historical Summary 
The Fourth Century33 
The fortunes of Stobi suffered a great reversal during the late 
third century, as was the fate of most of the Balkans. Indeed, the 
disruptions were so extensive that a hiatus in urban life at Stobi is 
not out of the question.34 The Late Antique city os essentially the 
product of a fourth-century rebui I ding; retaining I ittle, except the 
location of major streets, of earlier Roman buildings. Virtually al I of 
the major residences were constructed in the mid to late fourth century, 
and the first cathedral of Stobi (Building A) was bui It in the last 
quarter of the century. 
Of the earlier Roman buildings the best preserved are the Theater 
and structures buried beneath the flood plain of the Crna River. The 
latter were buried in antiquity, probably in the late third and early 
fourth centuries.35 To date, excavations beneath the flood plain have 
uncovered portions of a monumental structure, possibly a bath, below the 
later city wal I, and, further toward the river, parts of a Roman house. 
The higher elevations of the city, i.e., the area occupied by the Late 
Antique city, preserve fewer of the Imperial Roman structures. For 
33 For the earlier history of Stobi see: J. Wiseman, "Archaeology and 
History at Stobi, Macedonia," in Rome and the Provinces: A Srmposium, 
edited by C. McClendon (New Haven: Yale University, in press ; J. 
Wiseman, Stobi, A Guide to the Excavations (Belgrade, 1973) 13-19 
(hereafter cited-as Woseman-:-c;uide); B. Saria, "Stobi," 
Realencyclopadie der classischen Altertumswissenschaft IV (1932) 47-
54. 
34 This is can be inferred from the evidence presented below. 
35 W-MZ, "1974," 121-128. 
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example, we know of several Roman temples that once existed in this area 
by the discovery of their dedicatory inscriptions in the wal Is of Late 
Antique structures, but almost without exception their structural 
remains have disappeared.36 Also, few of the Late Antique bui I dings 
served the same function as the structures they replaced. The most 
notable exception is the Synagogue, rebui It in the latter fourth century 
over the Synagogue of Polycharmus. The House of the Fuller also appears 
to have incorporated a few earlier house wal Is in its reconstruction, 
but the only major monument that survived essentially intact is the 
Theater. Even there;. howeve~, ear. l.y fourth-century repa 1 rs were 
extensive and the use of the Theater only lasted to the end of the 
century. 37 
Evidence suggesting that the major portion of the reconstruction of 
Stobi took place in the latter rather than the earlier part of the 
century is extensive.38 In the Synagogue, a deposit beneath the earthen 
36 These temples include: a sanctuary of Asclepius, known from an 
inscription reused as a mul I ion column in the Episcopal Basi I ica (W-
MZ, •1g71,• 401-402); a temple of Artemis, suggested by an 
inscription that mentions the priestess of Artemis Lochia (J. 
Wiseman, "Gods, War and Plague in the Time of the Antonines," in 
Studies I, 152-155 [hereafter cited as Wiseman, "1973")); and a 
temple of Isis, known from an inscription found used as a building 
block in the Episcopal Residence (Wiseman, "1978," 427-428). The 
only sanctuary yet located is a Nemeseum in the center room of the 
Theater scene bui I ding; see E. Gebhard, "The Theater at Stobi: A 
Summary," Studies III, 18 (hereafter cited as Gebhard, "Theater"). 
Mano-Zissi suggests the existence of several other Roman sanctuaries; 
see Dj. Mano-Zissi, "Stratigraphic Problems and the Urban Development 
of Stobi," Studies I 203 (hereafter cited as Mano-Zissi, "Urban 
Development"). -
37 Gebhard, "Theater," 17-18. 
38 The evidence wi I I be discussed more completely in the descriptive 
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floor of a room southwest of the main hal I (beneath the south aisle of 
the Central Basi I ica) contained a coin dated 355-361.39 The 
construction of Building A (the early church beneath the Episcopal 
Basilica) has a date, terminus post quein, of the 360s to 370s.40 The 
Episcopal Residence, although numismatic evidence is not available, can 
be dated to the mid-fourth century on ceramic evidence. Excavation 
results in the West Cemetery present the most comprehensive information 
on the extent of change between the earlier Roman and the Late Antique 
city, since there are radiocarbon dates as wel I as excavated artifacts 
and stratigraphic control .41 There, a total of 154 graves were 
excavated representing a continuous use of the cemetery from ca. 250 
B.C. to ca. 250 A.O., fol lowed by a hiatus of 100-150 years. Use as a 
cemetery resumed briefly in the mid-late fourth century and ended with 
the construction of smal I houses at the very end of the century. The 
chapters, two through five. The discussion that fol lows is a summary 
of the chronological conclusions contained in later chapters. 
39 Coin 71-173. But the latest coin sealed beneath the mosaic of the 
main hal I is an issue of Licinius (307-324); coin 70-211. Final 
determination of the chronology of this complex building wi I I have to 
await the ful I study of al I the excavated material. 
40 Coin 78-632. A description of the construction deposits of Building 
A, and the material found in them can be found in Wiseman, "1978," 
405-406. In 1g93, in the excavations conducted by the University of 
Skopje and the National Museum of Titov Veles under the direction of 
B. Aleksova, an inscription dedicating the church by Bishop 
Eustathios was found in the mosaic of the nave. The inscription 
provides no further information on the date of its foundation. 
41 A. Wesolowksy, "Burial Customs in the West Cemetery,• Studies I, 126-
131; S. Valastro and A. Wesolowsky, "The Carbon-14 Dating Program of 
the West Cemetery,• Studies Ill, 301-305. This material is discussed 
more completely in Chapter Five. 
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current evidence thus suggests that the city did not recover prosperity 
unti I the latter part of the fourth century. 
Political reorganizations of the late fourth and fifth centuries 
reflect the renewed prosperity of the city at this time. Stobi, as the 
major city of the region, was the capital both of Macedonia Salutaris 
and its successor, Macedonia Secunda.42 In 37g Macedonia and Dacia were 
transferred to the civi I jurisdiction of Theodosius, and the formation 
of the province may be a result of this act.43 In 388, Theodosius 
visited the city and issued two decrees regarding the assembly of 
heretics.44 
The existence of a Christian community early 1n the fourth century 
1s attested by the attendance of Bishop Budius of Stobi at the Counci I 
of Nicaea in 325 A.O. The community, however, sti I I contained 
considerable religious diversity, in comparison with the situation in 
the fifth century. The use of the Nemeseum in the Theater, may 
demonstrate that pagan shrines had not been completely abandoned,45 and 
the rebui I ding of the Synagogue indicates that the Jewish community was 
42 See Wiseman, Vi Iles, 289-292, 295, for a discussion of the sources 
and scholarship. 
43 Th. Mommsen, "Verzeichniss der romischen Provinzen aufgesetzt um 
297," Gesammelte Schriften, V (Berl in, 1908) 580, proposes 386 for 
the establishment of the province. Wiseman, Vi Iles, 295, suggests 
that Theodosius' visit to Stobi, in 388, confirms its elevated status 
to the rank of provincial capital. 
44 Codex Theodosianus 16.5.15. and 16.4.2. 
45 The coin hoard found in the Nemeseum was secreted there in the latter 
part of the century (the latest coin is an issue of 375-378), thereby 
suggesting to the excavator, E. Gebhard, that the shrine was sti I I 
open at that time (Gebhard, "Theater," 18). 
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still flourishing. But by the latter part of the century, the Christian 
community was dominant. 
In the years immediately fol lowing the reign of Theodosius I there 
appear to have been significant changes in the topography and material 
remains of the city. Bui I ding construction appears to be I imited to 
smal I dwellings of the "lower class• while, at the same time, the 
physical limits of the city were contracted by the erection of the later 
city wall. The construction of the later city wal I, using the Theater 
as a quarry for bui I ding stone, reduced the area of the city by 
approximately one-third.46 The Theater was fi I led with refuse and houses 
were constructed over the cavea and within the parodol. Similar houses 
were erected outside the walls in the West Cemetery and the area was no 
longer used as a burial ground. 
The construction of smal I houses, 1n less than favorable locations, 
implies some growth in the population while at the same time there seems 
to be no construction of larger civic and private buildings. It is 
tempting to see an effect at Stobi of the havoc wreaked by Alaric 
throughout much of the Balkans. Indeed, the construction of the city 
wal I may be directly related. But it should be emphasized that there 1s 
no evidence of any destruction at Stobi. 
46 W-MZ, "1974," 125-126; V. Sanev and S. Sarfovski, "Excavations of the 
Inner City Wal I at Stobi," 1972-1974, Studies III, 232-235. 
·---------
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The Fifth Century 
It is for this period that the excavations provide the most 
complete picture. Fifteen large monuments have been excavated, in whole 
or part, representing approximately 30 percent of the city at that time. 
The major monuments include: the Episcopal Basilica complex; the Central 
Basi I ica and House of Psalms; the North Basi I ica and its Baptistery; the 
extramural basi I icas; numerous large residences including the Theodosian 
Palace, and two bath structures.47 The churches were new foundations of 
the latter half of the fifth and early sixth centuries, and the 
residences, although generally founded in the ·fourth, were extensively 
remodeled at the same period. 
Three bishops are known from the period: Nicolaus, who attended the 
Counci I of Chalcedon in 451; Phi I ip, known from the dedication inscribed 
on the lintel of the entrance to the nave of the Episcopal Basi I ica; and 
Phocas, who attended the Counci I of Constantinople in 553.48 In 1977, a 
tomb 1n the south aisle of the Episcopal Basi I ica was opened, containing 
what are probably the remains of a bishop.49 The tomb was bui It during 
the second phase of the church, probably at the very end of the fifth or 
early in the sixth century, and Wiseman has suggested that the remains 
may be those of Bishop Phi I ip.50 
47 See Snively, "Basilicas,• on the churches of the period. 
48 Nicolaus: Mansi ·vn, 162; Phocas: Mansi IX, 174, 191-192. For 
commentary see Saria, op. cit. (in note 33) 50-51, and Wiseman, 
"1973," 143-144. 
49 Wiseman, "1978," 421-424. 
50 Ibid. 423. If so, the installation of the lintel holding the 
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Other members of the Stobi community are known to us from 
inscriptions in stone and mosaic discovered in the course of excavation.51 
But the most wel I known native of Stobi during the fifth century is 
Ioannes Stobaeus, who compiled an anthology of classical I iterature. 52 
Historical references to specific events at Stobi are scarce for 
al I periods of time and the Late Antique period is no exception. Even 
when there is information, the archaeological record is not in perfect 
agreement. Two sources are frequently cited for destructions of Stobi 
in 479 and, later, in 518. The first, a passage in Malchus, describes 
the sack of Stob i· by Theodoric and the Ostrogoths, 53 yet the 
excavations have uncovered no certain evidence of this event. The 
evidence cited for a destruction in 518, this time by earthquake, is 
contained in the writings of Marcel I inus Comes (100). Mikul~i~ has 
reexamined the evidence and presented his opinion that the area 
dedicatory inscription, would also be of the second phase. I have 
proposed (see, F. Hemans, "The Architectural Development of the 
Episcopal Basi I ica Complex at Stobi,• Byzantine Studies Conference, 
Abstracts of Papers [Chicago, 1982) 15-16) that the I intel and most 
of the decorative architectural sculpture were installed in the first 
phase of the church and subsequently reused in its reconstruction. 
The occupant of the south aisle crypt would thus not be Bishop 
Phi Ii p. 
51 J. Wiseman is preparing a volume on the inscriptions and 
prosopography of Stobi. 
52 Der Kleine Pauly, vol. 5, 378-379, s.v. •Stobaios,• by H. Gartner. 
53 Malchus, fragment 18. For a recent discussion of historical events 
in Late Antique Stobi, see I. Mikul~it, •Some New Factors in the 
History of Stobi," Studies III, 205-223. 
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described by Marcel Ii nus is 1n Dardania, extending from Kosovo to 
Skopje, I.e. 1 too far north to have affected Stobi _54 
On the other hand, archaeological evidence for a destruction of 
Stobi ca. 450, i.e., a generation before the invasion of Theodoric is 
extensive. The West Cemetery, House of the Fuller, and the Episcopal 
Residence al I have destruction deposits with a terminus post quern of 
425-450.55 Also, there are a large number of new constructions dated by 
deposits of the same date: the Episcopal Basi I ica, the Theodosian Palace 
(second phase), the House of the Fuller (final phase), and the Episcopal 
·Re~idence (second phase). Mikul~i~ has. proposed that the Huns, turning 
north from Thermopylae in 447, would have proceeded up the Vardar and 
destroyed Stobi on their return to the Danube.56 
The Sixth Century 
Unfortunately, evidence to date later events, after the flurry of 
construction in the latter fifth-century, is meager. Neither literary 
nor archaeological sources provide much specific chronological 
information for the sixth century, unti I the demise of Stobi in the last 
54 Ibid. 222-223. 
55 The evidence wi I I be presented in fol lowing chapters. 
56 Mikul~it, op. cit. (in note 53) 217-221. Mikul~ic examines only 
evidence from the House of the Fuller. His other conclusions, that 
this destruction marked the end of prosperity and city I ife at Stobi, 
are, however, unfounded. Although the House of the Fuller was 
thereafter a poor "hovel," in comparison to its earlier form, most of 
the city was extensively rebui It. In fact, construction of the 
second half of the fifth century is the high-water mark of the Late 
Antique period at Stobi. 
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decades of the sixth century. The buildings continue to be remodeled 
and repaired, but only a relative chronology, based upon the examination 
of wal Is and features, can be proposed.57 In some cases, for example 
the Episcopal Basilica, the rebui !ding is extensive. Much of the later 
construction is the repair of damage probably caused by earthquake, 
although we may question 518 A.D. as the date for a specific earthquake 
atStobi. 
The date for the abandonment and the end of urban I ife at Stobi is 
provided by deposits containing coins of the reigns of Justin II (565-
578) and M. _.Tiberi us (582-602), excavated 1 n the Theodosian Pal ace, the 
Baptistery of the Episcopal Basi I ica, and elsewhere.58 Wind-blown si It 
accumulated in the bui I dings after abandonment fol lowed by later 
earthquakes that tumbled the wal ls.59 Parts of the city contain very 
crudely bui It structures that reuse architectural elements of earlier 
date; for example, the House of Peristeria has a row of rooms along its 
southern edge that postdate the destruction of the Theodosian Palace.60 
Also, the crypt of the E. Bas (the lower burial crypt adjacent to the 
Baptistery) was plundered and materials were removed from the 
57 This is because floor levels, in most structures, remain essentially 
in the same position, and there were no deposits to excavate. 
58 See Wiseman (Vi Iles, 306-313) for an extensive discussion of the 
demise of Stobi. See also the introduction to chapter three. At 
Heraclea Lyncestis the date of abandonment is provided by a group of 
95 coins found in two rooms of a houses constructed over the Theater. 
The latest issues {16) are qated to the year 583/4 (Janakievski, op. 
cit. [in note 31]). 
59 Wiseman, Vi Iles, 310. 
60 See chapter three. 
I 
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Baptistery.61 The invasion of Slavs seems the most I ikely reason for 
abandonment of the city, and perhaps the Slavs are responsible for the 
plundering and late construction activities in the city. It should be 
emphasized, however, that detailed information on this crucial period is 
meager. Another cause that has been proposed as a contributing factor 
in the demise of the town is the increasing dessication of the region at 
that time.62 
Thereafter, Stobi was relatively uninhabited. Two bishops are 
known from the seventh century, Ioannus and Margaritus, who attended the 
Sixth Ecumenical Counci I of Constantinople in 680 and the Second 
Trul lanum Synod in 692, respectively. But conditions at the site cause 
us to suspect that they were bishops of Stobi in name only, or that the 
bishop and his flock resettled nearby.63 
Some Slavic activity is known from the excavation of graves 1n the North 
Basilica that date to the ninth to twelfth centuries,64 and a military 
61 Wiseman, Vi I \es, 309-310. 
62 Folk, •Geology,• 51-57. J. Wiseman presents the dessication as a 
reason Stobi was not rebui It in subsequent times. See J. Wiseman, 
"Archaeology and History at Stobi, Yugoslavia,• in Rome and the 
Provinces: A Sm osium, edited by C. McClendon (New Haver;-;-Yale 
University, 1n press . 
63 Ioannes: M. le Qui en, Ori ens Christi anus II (Graz, 1958) 176; 
Margaritus: Mansi XI, 993-994. For commentary see Saria, op. cit. 
(in note 33) 50-51, and Wiseman "1973," 143-144. J. Wiseman has 
pointed out, in a personal communication, that there are numerous 
examples where a congregation has moved while retaining the earlier 
name of the see. 
64 Aleksova, B., "Medieval Graves in the North Basi I ica,• Studies III, 
249-261. 
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garrison was stationed at Stobi by Basi I II in 1014 A.o.65 But 
throughout the Middle Ages Stobi was, at most, a hamlet bearing no 
resemblance to the flourishing city of the Late Antique period. 
65 Cedrenus Georgi us, "Historiarum Compendium," Corpus Scriptorum 
Historiae Byzantinae 2, 457-461. 
-- ~ ----~ ----·--------------------------------
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CHAPTER TWO 
THE EPISCOPAL RESIDENCE 
Introduction 
Excavation 1n the building that has become known as the Episcopal 
Residence began in 1g34,l In that campaign, conducted by the National 
Museum of Beograd, Mano-Zissi encountered the western rooms of the 
complex while completing the excavation of the northern annexes of the 
Episcopal Basilica. The eastern rooms of· the residence were cleared in 
1941, but this work was soon interrupted by the war (fig. 2.1) .2 Brief 
notices on the progress of these excavations occurred in several 
publications during the 1930s.and early 1940s.3 The only publication 
that has analyzed the structure in any detai I, however, was published rn 
1962, and was primarily concerned with the stucco decoration of the 
eastern apsidal room which Mano-Zissi dated to the early to mid-fifth 
century A.C.4 He also hypothesized that this apsidal room (Room 2g) 
1 Dj. Mano-Zissi, "Srednjevekovno i Istorisko odeljenje: A) Rad u 
Muzeju,• Godi~njak 43 (1934) 251. 
2 J. Petrovi~, "U Stobima danas,• Glasnik Sarajevo (1943) 473, 476 
(hereafter cited as Petrov it, "Stobrma"). 
3 Ibid.; Mano-Zissi, op. cit. (in note 1) 249-253; Dj. Mano-Zissi, 
"Iskopavanja u Stobima 1g33 i 1934 godine,• Starinar IX-X (1935-1936) 
145-169 (hereafter cited as Mano-Zissi, "lskopavanja"). 
4 Dj. Mano-Zissi, "Stukatura u Stobima,• Zbornik 3 (1962) 101-107 
(hereafter cited as Mano-Zissi, "Stukatura"). 
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served as an oratory in the fourth century and that the structure was 
converted to use as an episcopal residence in the fifth century.5 
Recognizing that much could be learned from a renewed study of this 
bui /ding, Caroline Hemans and the author conducted a survey of the 
architectural remains in 1977.6 The bui /ding was cleaned, a state plan 
was made, and the architectural pieces were catalogued and drawn. As a 
result of this survey several bui /ding phases were documented, but the 
chronology of these phases, relative to the neighboring Episcopal 
Basi /ica complex and other structures at Stobi, remained unclear. We 
also desired more .. exact information on the functions of the bui /ding 
throughout its long history. Although it was reasonably certain that 
the residence was used for ecclesiastical purposes in the fifth century 
many questions remained to be answered. When was it originally bui It? 
Was the original use ecclesiastical? What was the relationship of the 
bui I ding to pre-fifth century structures in the area? When did the 
bui /ding go out of use? Indeed, questions remained concerning its form 
during the fifth century as we/ I, and was it actually used as the 
Bishop's residence? Other residences at Stobi, although not necessarily 
in close proximity to a cathedral, have, for example, similar Christian 
artifacts and carved crosses in the architectural members. For this 
reason excavations were conducted in 1979 within the eastern apsidal 
5 Mano-Zissi, "Stukatura," 104-107. Two artifacts supported this 
hypothesis: a ring in the shape of a cross and a bronze censer 
decorated with a cross; see below, "Description of the Remains: Room 
29." 
6 This work was conducted for three weeks 1n September 1977. 
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room, where Mano-Zissi had discovered religious artifacts (see note 5) 
and the remains of stucco decoration. Digging occurred over three weeks 
in a smal I area against the NE corner of the room (see fig. 2.62), and 
resulted in detailed information on the chronology of this important 
structure.7 
Research 1n the Episcopal Residence remains incomplete, since only 
a portion of the bui !ding has been excavated to the original floor 
level. Publication of the residence here is, in some respects, sti I I 
pre I iminary, and it 1s to be hoped that additional work wi I I be 
conducted w i .. th-i R,.-th is strncture. i-n the- future. 
7 See below, Archaeological Discussion and Chronology. 
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Description of the Remains 
General Observations: figures 2.2 and 2.3 
The Episcopal Residence lies in the south central part of the site, 
bounded by the Episcopal Basilica to the south, the Via Principal ia and 
the House of the Fuller to the west, a partially excavated street and 
the so-cal led "Prison" to the north, and a marble paved street and the 
remains of the Theater to the west. The bui I ding was constructed with 
the same orientation found in other bui I dings of the southern half of 
the city; only the Episcopal Basi I ica and the Via Sacra deviate from 
this orientation. As in the other bui I dings presented in this work, the 
excavated bui I ding reflects changes and modifications over approximately 
250 years following its original construction. The later phases of the 
residence reveal several modifications that place it in close 
association with the Episcopal Basi I ica. It was this association, as 
much as any features discovered within the building, that prompted the 
earlier hypothesis that it served as an Episcopal Residence. A summary 
of the features of each bui !ding phase is presented in the section 
"Architectural Reconstruction," while a synthesis of information on 
building practices common to the entire group of residences is made in 
chapters six and seven. 
The description, presented here, of the building's wal Is and 
features, reflect their condition in 1977. Other than the small amount 
of pub I i shed mater i a I ·th h 
, ner er P otographs nor notes are avai I able from 
previous excavations. 
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All standing wal Is of the complex are of grey-green sandstone, 
mortared either with lime mortar or a slurry of mud.8 In some wal Is 
mud-mortared construction is preserved on top of the I ime-mortared 
wal Is. No mud-brick construction was found~ situ, but evidence of its 
use was discovered in trench 79-8.9 The stones of the wal Is vary from 
fist-sized to about 50 ems. in length. Many of the edges of the stones 
are flat, suggesting that the masons intentionally split the stones to 
create flat easy-to-lay blocks. The I ime-mortared wal Is are generally 
wel I-coursed while the others generally are not. Many of the wal Is have 
smal I quantities of spol ia., and material from the Theater, large seat 
blocks and door jambs, was used 1n the fifth-century remodel ing.10 A 
smal I section along the north side of the residence has not been 
excavated, beyond the I ine of the north stylobate, except for a narrow 
trench that partially exposed the northernmost wal I of the bui Jding.11 
8 F~: a description of.this building stone, that was quarried from dro~k, s~e.Folk, Geology,• 41. No quarries of local bedrock have ~~e~hid~ntif~ed, ~ut stone would have been accessible to the builders 
face ~f ~~7c es~tkey duT for laying wal I foundations. The western 
city has I ova u a, a arge hill across the Crna River from the 
quar~ied arge amounts of exposed bedrock that may have been 
9 See below, "Archaeological Discussion 
10 See below, "The Stylobates.• 
and Chronology: Trench 79_8 _. 
11 The bui I ding occupies grid a 
Stobi grid system str· ti reas from S31 to S55 and W40 to W70 The d · ' 1 c Y speak 1 ng d f · · · imensions. Each grid area defines 4 se ines grid areas, not I inear 
marker on the Central Fountai . t q. m: of area, measured from a 
example, grid square "S25/W25~ ~n rue cardinal directions For 
eastern edge lies on a fin 48 is an area, 2 meters to a side· the 
f?uth I ine that bisects th: cen~~t7rs w~st and para I lel to th~ north-
1ne 48 meters south and parallel at m~~ e~, th~ north edge I ies on a 
central marker. See also W MZ • 90 ; -W line that bisects the 
' - ' 1 72, 407-408. Because of 
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Room and wal I numbers are designated on figure 2.3. These features were 
numbered in continuous sequence with the rooms and wal Is from the entire 
Episcopal Basilica complex. Table 2.1. summarizes the dimensions and 
construction materials of the building room by room, while only features 
of special interest are included in the narrative.12 
possible confusion between I inear measurement and square area 
measurement the system wi I I not be used extensively here. Rather, 
features wi I I be referred to in relation to room and wal I numbers, 
and cardinal directions. Cardinal directions are approximately 45 
degrees from the axes of bui I dings in the southern half of the site 
and approximately 25 degrees from bui !dings in the northern half. 
The joint American-Yugoslav project has designated the direction 
towards the Crna river (Southeast) as east because this most closely 
approximates true directions for the majority of the structures. 
Publications prior to 1970 do not consistently apply the use of 
directions, thus, some earlier reports, for example, refer to north 
where we would refer to west. An exception to the current system is 
the Theater where true southeast is referred to as south. 
12 To avoid fi I ling the text with dimensions, tables are provided 
wherever possible. Where dimensions are cited, they are measurements 
taken in the field and are as accurate as possible with standard 
surveying equipment. Measurements marked •approximately" or •ca.• 
generally reflect variations of construction rather than the lack of 
field measurements. Elevations are rounded to the nearest 
centimeter, very large measurments (over 30 m.) are accurate to about 
5 cm. or less, and smaller dimensions are usually accurate to a 
centimeter or less. 
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TABLE 2.1 
EPISCOPAL RESIDENCE: WALLS AND FEATURES 
Room Dimensions Pres. Excavated Mud-mortared Wa 11 
Wa 11 Elevation Wal Is•• Widths 
Elev. 
19 *. 148.72 147.93 103 • 
20 •• 148.04 147.97- 111 - 113 0.70 
147.36 
21 4.25 x 7.60 147.55 146.26 122 0.65-0.70 
22 8.90 x 7.75 148.73 147.21- 106 - 108 • 
146.94 
23 6.35 x 2.45 147.54 147.07 115, 116, 120 • 
24 3.74 x 148.20 146.50 • 
25 22.95 x 145.29 144 .11 125 - 128 • 
brick-chip 
26 4.75 x 7.70 145.50 145.00- 117 and 134 • 
144 .11 
27 4.75 x 4.65 144.70 144.00 134 • 
28 9.40 x 4.55 144.68 144.64- 132 0.70 
143.47 
29 9.40 x 7.90 146.04 144.60- I ime to 145.60 0.70, 
144.04 mud above apse-0.95 
30 9.40 x 4.70 146.04 144.00 as in room 29 0.70 
31 7.90 x 5.00 146.02 145.13 138 - 140 • 
32 4."50 x 3.75 147.00 145.56 141 - 143 • 
Sta·, r 147.92 147. 20 145 
Street 144.50- 150 
142.52 
• dimensions vary 
•• unless noted wal Is are I i me mortared 
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Rooms of the Original Construction 
Room 29: figures 2.4 to 2.7 
This room is the focus of the Episcopal Residence, and lies on axis 
with the colonnade. In its original construction the room had three 
entrances; only the main entrance at the west was retained in the later 
phases. The door leading north to Room 28, 1.35 m. wide, was later 
blocked with mud-mortared construction (see fig. 2.5), while asimilar 
door to Room 30 was also later blocked. This latter door shows evidence 
of a repair after the blocking: courses of brick span the upper part of 
the door, bonding .with the wa I.I .to either side. Above an e I evat ion of 
ca. 145.60 the wal Is were mud-mortared in the final phase; some of this 
construction was preserved in 1977 on the south and west wal Is of the 
room. 
At the eastern·end of the room is an apse 5.3 m. wide and 4.45 m. 
deep. The apse wal I is considerably thicker, 0.95 m. (wide) as compared 
with a standard 0.65-0.70 m., found in the other wal Is of the bui I ding. 
It is constructed of alternating bands of stone and brick masonry. 
Where the apse wall meets the eastern wal Is of the building the corners 
are cut away ca. 30 cm. on each face.13 Projecting from the southeast 
exterior is a pi er,. 1.10 x 0. 70 m. constructed of mud-mortared masonry. 
13 This feature is common among apsidal rooms constructed in the late 
fourth century and is found in Room 22 of this complex, as wel I as in 
apsidal rooms of the Casino, the House of the Fuller, and the House 
of Peristerias. See chapter six. 
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To room 29 belong the bronze censer, ring with a cross, and stucco 
decoration that were found by Mano-Zissi .14 In 1979, two floors and 
features within the apse were discovered in excavation at the northeast 
corner of the room. As this excavation contains the primary 
chronological information about the bui I ding, it wi I I be discussed below 
in Section D. 
Room 28: figure 2.6 
The original wal Is of this room are bonded with the wal Is of Room 
29. Wa I I 132, of mud.-construct ion, was added I ater, dividing the room 
into two chambers. The eastern chamber has a door to the north, 
constructed when the division took place, as is demonstrated by the mud-
mortared construction of its jambs and threshold. The chamber to the 
west has an original door, 1.25 m. wide, in its western wal I that was 
later narrowed to 0.65 m. The two chambers were connected by a door, 
1.10 m. wide, that was also blocked later. 
Room 30: figures 2.7 and 2.8 
This room is part of the original construction and its wal Is are 
bonded with the wal Is of Room 29. Access originally was through Room 29 
as wel I as from the west, possibly from a corridor that may have 
occupied the area of Rooms 27, and 31. Secondary construction added a 
door to the east; one jamb of which is sti I I visible. Just to the east 
14 Mano-Zissi, "Stukatura,• 101-107, see figs. 2.59 to 2.61. 
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of this door was discovered a lintel of white marble (figs. 2.53 and 
2.54). In the plan published by Mano-Zissi a wal I is shown dividing the 
room into two equal-sized compartments, however, no remains of this 
feature were visible in 1977. An interesting feature of the south wal I 
(146) is the wel I preserved upper portion of the wal I constructed with 
mud-mortared masonry that overlies the I ime-mortared masonry of the 
original construction. Behind this wal I is a stone-lined drain running 
along the south face, visible at the eastern end. 
Rooms 21 and 22~ figures 2.31 to 2.33 
The series of rooms in the SW area of the complex underwent 
considerable modification during its history. As in the case of the 
rooms at the eastern end of the complex, the lime-mortared walls date 
from its original construction. 
Room 22 is, in many respects, a duplicate of Room 29; soze and 
features correspond closely between each. The apse os only 27 cm. 
shallower and 25 cm. broader, and constructed with the same 'cut-away' 
corners and alternating bands of brick and stone. The interior 
dimensions are only 25 and 30 cm. shorter than its counterpart but, on 
contrast, the longer dimension is perpendicular to the axos of the room.15 
Before its final abandonment the room was divided into several 
compartments by the construction of wal Is 106, 107, and 108. Each 
15 Bui It into the SW corner of Room 22 was a marble inscribed block I-
77-~ The inscription dedicated a temple of Isis, and the donor is 
identified as Titus Flavius Longinus, an Augusta I is. See Wiseman, 
"1978," 427-428. 
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employs mud-mortared masonry, simi Jar to that found in Rooms 26, 27, 31, 
and 32. With the construction of Wal I 108, the upper portions of the 
eastern wal I of the room (121) and al I but the south wal I of Room 21 
were dismantled to an elevation of ca. 146.30. The eastern and northern 
.walls were completely removed except for smal I spurs. The reason for 
their removal was the construction of the exedra, located just 1.3 m. to 
the north. 
For the reasons grven above, I ittle can be said of Room 21; we know 
for certain the location of only 1 door; at the south corner of Wal I 110 
. where its southern jamb is preser.ved. It is I ikely, howe-r, that_,doors 
existed to to al low access with Room 22, as wel I as to the area now 
occupied by the colonnade. 
Rooms of Later Construction 
Room 27: figure 2.6 
The north wal I of the bui I ding (129) continues westward beyond Room 
27 and can be traced in a narrow trench that was apparently excavated rn 
the 1930s to fol low its course. Room 27 is a secondary construction; 
its west and south walls were added later and are probably contemporary 
with the division of Room 28 and the blocking of the north and south 
doors to Room 29. A door to the exterior of the bui I ding in the north 
wal I is part of the original construction, but this too was blocked 
during later construction. The western and southern doors, in walls 130 
and 134, respectively, are of mud-mortared construction but wel I bui It, 
with regular coursing. The south door was also later blocked. 
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Room 31: figures 2.9 to 2.11 
Room 31 is similar in construction to Room 27; al I wal Is are of 
mud-mortared masonry except the east wal I, which 1s part of Rooms 29 and 
30. The main entrance was from the west, a wel I bui It door with a 
Theater seat block as its north jamb, and a south jamb constructed of 
bricks and a white marble block. The threshold was composed of several 
sandstone slabs and pieces of ti le. It should be noted that the 
elevation of this room is wel I above the levels in rooms 28, 29, and 30 
(see Table 2.1). Entrances to this room are also located at the eastern 
end of both.the south.and north--wal Is of the room. 
Room 32: figures 2.12 to 2.16 
As in the other rooms constructed 1n the later phases the wal Is of 
room 32 are of mud-mortared masonry. The eastern wal I is part of an 
unexcavated room (or possibly an exterior wal 1) at the southeastern 
corner of the fifth-century residence. At its northern end, abutting a 
pier 0.60 m. long, is a blocked entrance 1.15 m. wide that once 
connected the two spaces. At its southern end the same wal I is bonded 
to the foundation of a stair running E-W: five treads, constructed of 
Theater seat blocks, have been excavated, the lowest at 147.20, the 
highest at 147.92. This stair has been proposed as an access to the 
galleries of the Episcopal Basi I ica, indeed, it is the only stair rising 
to an upper story that has yet been found in the vicinity of the church. 
Its construction and orientation, however, show that it was part of the 
fifth-century additions to the residence. It is more I ikely that it 
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leads to upper-story rooms of the resrdence, lying north of the stair, 
than to the gallery of the Episcopal Basilica. 
At the southern end of the western wal I of room 32 a column of 
grey/green sandstone stands, against which the wal I was bui It. 
Similarly at the northern end the wal I was bui It against a marble pier. 
This construction suggests that a formal passageway once existed, 
leading from room 32 towards the west, before the wal I fi I I ing the 
western side of the room was constructed. What this corridor may have 
connected with is unclear, since the area is unexcavated. 
The southern wa I. I. contains a door 1. 55 m. wide, f i I I ed with a 
sandstone block 1.50 x 0.45 m. at an elevation of 146.40. In 1977 
excavation was conducted in two areas: along the eastern side of the 
room between the block and the north wal I, and to the south of the block 
on the space between the residence and the entrance to the north aisle 
of the Episcopal Basilica. The purpose of these excavations was to 
investigate the relationship between this area and the Episcopal 
Basi I ica.16 In the northern trench only one deposit was excavated; a 
deposit of loose brown earth fi I led with a large amount offal Jen roof 
tiles, clearly a destruction deposit. The ceramics were of the fourth 
and fifth centuries. 
In the southern trench, below a deposit of fi I I dated to the fifth 
century, a drain and a wal I extending from east to west were uncovered. 
The drain passes under the wal I to the east and continues into the scarp 
to the west; the top of the covering stones lies at ca. 146.04. The 
16 Notebook 111, pp. 69-137, field supervisor was Ricardo J. Elia . 
• 
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western end of the drain appears to curve around the corner of the 
Episcopal Basi Jica, as though to run para I lei to the north wal I of the 
basi I ica. The wal I just south of the drain abuts the basi Jica wal I, and 
its other end appears to extend under the eastern wal I of room 32. 
Although deposits that would date these features were not excavated, 
their relationship to the Episcopal Basi I ica and the eastern wal I of 
room 32 suggests that they were constructed between the time of the 
first phase of the Episcopal Basi Ji ca and the mud-mortared construction 
of the residence. At any rate, the secondary construction of the 
resi4ence is shown-to postdate the basilica, i.e., the remodeling of the 
bishop's residence has a terminus post quern of 425-450, the date of the 
basilica on the terrace. 
Room 20 
Para I lei to the north corridor of the basi I ica are a series of 
wal Is that divide the church from the residence. Wal Is 102 and 103 on 
the southwestern side of the apse of room 22 were bui It against an 
earlier (and smal Jer) form of the north annex (room 7) of the basi I ica, 
which suggests they were bui It between the first and second phases of 
the basi I ica.17 An entrance dating to the same period, that would have 
al lowed circulation from east to west para I lei to the north corridor of 
the basi Jica, is at the juncture of Wall 102 ana the annex. Walls 111 
and 112 probably served as retaining wal Is for the fi I I on the north 
17 In wal I 29 (at the northeast corner of the earlier room 7) the lower 
half of a marble sculpture was found, probably Victory standing on a 
globe. 
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side of the basilica. Wall 113 was constructed upon the fi I I and was a 
late addition of unknown function. 
Along the Via Principal is Superior, west of wal I 29, are wal Is that 
extend from the southwest corner of Room 22 toward the northwest corner 
of the basi I ica, separating the street from the northern annexes of the 
church. These were possibly constructed to provide a smoother 
transition between the Via Principal is Superior and the Via Sacra. 
The Stylobates: figures 2.20 to 2.30 
The col-onnade and exedra. are part -of the late fifth-century 
reconstruction. The use of Theater material and the high (secondary 
phase) floor levels are two indicators that this construction was 
contemporary with (or slightly postdating) the first phase of the 
Episcopal Basi I ica. Floor levels in the earlier, fourth-century, 
building, are much lower (see "Archaeological Discussion and Chronology: 
Trench 79-8"). Table 2.2 includes measurements of the stylobate blocks; 
they are numbered from west to east. Most of the blocks are reused 
Theater material; seat blocks and door jambs. In each of the stylobates 
there is a wide space at the center, corresponding to the space of the 
exedra. The entire length from the western terminus at Wal I 117 to the 
marble piers at the eastern ends is 22.35 m. The western blocks ascend 
I ike a staircase to ca. l m. above the level of the eastern blocks. 
Mano-Zissi noted actual stair blocks, J..!! situ between the western blocks 
of the stylobate, during his excavations, but no rema·ins of these are 
now preserved. 
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TABLE 2.2 
EPISCOPAL RESIDENCE: THE 5TYLOBATE5 
Block Type of Elevation Length 
Number Block (cm.) 
North Stylobate 
Nl seat 145.48 100 
N2 jamb 145 .18 180 
N3 jamb 144.89 170 
gap 875 
N4 jamb 145.51 200 
NS seat 95 
N6 jamb 145.53 256 
N7 seat 82 
South Sty I obate 
Sl 145.53 40 
52 seat 130 
53 seat 145 .40 125 
54 seat 145.31 193 
SS jamb 144.90 258 
gap 815 
56 jamb 144.46 238 
57 seat 58 
58 jamb 144.49 286 
59 seat 80 
Columnar Interaxial Dowel Dimensions 
Distances 
Block Interaxial Block Dowel 5 i ze 
Numbers Distance (cm.) Number (cm.) 
Nl-N2 215 Nl co I. in situ 
N2-N3 220 N2 6 x ll --
N3 4.5 x 11 
N4-N6 288 N4 6 circular 
N6 6 " S3-S4 220 53 col. in situ 
---54-55 233 54 
55 6 x 12 
SS-El 270 
El-E2 285 
E2-E3 270 
SB col. In situ 
---
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There are three column fragments preserved~ situ on blocks Nl, 
S3, and SS. These are doweled directly to the stylobate without a 
column base. Columns on blocks Nl and S3 are ca. 3S cm. in diameter and 
preserved to a height of ca.40 and 30 cm., respectively. The column on 
block SS is preserved tn its entirety 2.SS m. long, in three fragments 
(fig. 2.30). Its lower end has a shaft diameter of 31.S cm. and a 
molding diameter of 39.S cm., the upper shaft diameter is 36 cm. It was 
installed upside-down; the molding would normally be positioned at the 
top. 
In severaJ cases the interaxial distances between columns may be 
discerned from the dowel cuttings visible in the blocks; these are noted 
in the table. Several other dowel cuttings are preserved that have no 
apparent relationship to the column placements. On block N5 a single 
dowel hole (SxS cm.) is found 20 cm. from its back edge. This dowel ts 
similar to the position of other columnar dowels in its relationship to 
the finished face of the block. Thus block NS, with its finished face 
turned to the north, may indicate a resetting of the stylobate. On 
block SS a series of nine square holes (each is ca. 3x3 cm.) are found 
along the northern edge of the block. These cuttings may originate from 
its use in the Theater. 
Another feature worthy of note is the condition of block N2. The 
upper surface was cut down 7 cm. below its original finished face except 
for a band lS cm. wide along the fascia edge. When the dowel was cut a 
section of this band was removed to al low the column to sit evenly on 
the lower surface. Adjacent to the dowel hole is preserved an L-shaped 
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cutting, 13 x 32 cm., 3 cm. deep. The purpose of the L cutting and the 
reworking of the original surface is unknown. 
Exedra: figures 2.20 and 21 
The semicircular exedra in the center of the southern stylobate is 
a has an interior diameter of ca. 3.25 m. Three column placements are 
indicated by the bases sti I I~ situ, (designated El-3 in the table 
above); their upper surfaces are at elevations of 145.16, 145.13, and 
145.10, from west to east, respectively.18 Between the bases 1s a 
.. parapet wal I; its .. stones are-bonded with. br-ick-chip mortar as is the 
secondary wall overlaying the stylobate. This parapet should similarly 
be considered secondary. It is probable that wal I rose above and over 
the earlier column placements as is the case along the stylobate blocks. 
The column placements of the exedra correspond reasonably wel I with 
the column placements of the stylobate blocks. The interaxial distances 
are noted in the table above. The stylobate block(s) that extended to 
the eastern end of the exedra 1s missing; leaving a space of ca.2.3 m. 
Upon this missing block a column placement at the terminus of the exedra 
would create an interaxial distance of 2.7 m. to position E3. From this 
hypothetical position to the in situ column on block SB two interaxial 
distances of 2.88 m., equal to the columnar spacing between blocks N4 to 
N6, would be created. 
18 See the architectural catalog for a description of these bases, A-77-
105 to 107. The center base is an inverted Corinthian capital. 
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The area beyond the north stylobate is unexcavated. The gap 
between the stone stylobates is analogous to that in the south stylobate 
and it is I ikely that a semicircular exedra was located here as wel I, in 
the unexcavated area. The construction of the exedra probably removed 
earlier rooms on the north side of the building. 
Rooms 23 and 24 
These spaces were originally interconnected, forming an L-shaped 
corridor along the width of Room 22 and leading to the north. This 
corridor formed the o~iginal .entrance to Room 22. The west wal I of the 
corridor (an extension of Wal I 104) contains a sandstone block, that 
probably served as the southern jamb of a door. The original door is 
now blocked with mud-mortared masonry and Theater seat blocks. This 
door was at least 5 m. wide, but no northern terminus is visible within 
the excavated area; it may correspond in dimension to the width of the 
area enclosed by the stylobates, and probably served as a monumental 
entrance from the Via Principal is Superior. 
Entrance to this corridor was also gained from the east, at the end 
of Room 23. This door, too, was later blocked, by the north end of Wal I 
108. At the same time as this alteration, Wal I 117 (the east wal I of 
Room 24) was dismantled to accommodate the approach of a stair between 
the stylobates. This stair, noted by Mano-Zissi, 1s no longer visible. 
Final alterations included the separation of Rooms 23 and 24 by 
Wal I 116; a very poorly constructed wal I of mud-mortar. The western 
half of Room 23 was made into a separate compartment by the introduction 
of Wal I 115. 
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The Marble Paved Street: figures 2.17 to 2.19 
East of the residence the remains of a marble paved street have 
been uncovered. The street is paved with reused Theater seat blocks, 
excavated over a distance of 18.5 m. The northern end runs para I lei to 
the eastern end of the residence, and is two blocks wide (ca. 1.8 m.); 
the southern end is only a single block wide (0.9 m.) and changes 
direction to pass around the apse of room 29. It slopes nearly 2 meters 
over its length, from 144.50 at its southern end to 142.52 at the north. 
Bordering the street on its eastern side is a wal I of mud-mortared 
masonry; at .the extreme southern end of the excavated area the wal I 
turns to the east. The eastern side of the wal I 1s unexcavated and it 
is unknown if it serves only as a retaining wal I or is part of another 
bui I ding. 
The street dates to the second half of the fifth century, based on 
topographic considerations and its construction from Theater seat 
blocks. It was probably constructed as a major thoroughfare leading to 
the eastern end of the Episcopal Basilica, and seems to have no 
functional connection with the residence. 
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Architectural Catalog 
Mui I ion Columns and Imposts: figures 2.36 to 2.49 
Table 2.3 is a I ist of mul I ion columns and imposts found 1n the 
area east of Rooms 28, 29, and 30. Many of these pieces were excavated 
by the National Museum of Belgrade just prior to World War II and have 
not been previously published. Some, however, were sti I I partially 
buried in 1977, and we suspect that most lay unmoved from their place of 
discovery. Refer to sections 2.3 and 4.2 of this chapter for a more 
thorough discussion of their original position in the building. Their 
present I ocati.on is. just east of Room 29. The· pieces form a group on 
the basis of their similarity of type, dimensions, and material. The 
only anomalous piece is A-77-77, a mul I ion column that is shorter than 
the other three in the group. This piece was recarved from an original 
of greater height, as shown by the molding on its upper end. 
The uniform size of columns A-77-76, 78, and 80, their place of 
discovery, and the similarities of the mullion capitals, suggest that 
the apse of Room 29 held a long, continuous opening, divided into four 
separate windows by the mul I ions. A-77-84, a capital with considerably 
finer ornament might have been placed in the center, flanked by A-77-82 
and 85. The mul I ions do not appear to have been mounted on bases; this 
1s similar to the situations in the Episcopal Basi I ica where many groups 
of mullion columns were also used without bases. This construction was 
part of the fifth-century reconstruction when the bui I ding was converted 
to an ecclesiastical use. The remainder were probably used in the east 
wal Is of Rooms 28 and 30. Figures 2.36, 2.39, and 2.42 represent 
possible pairs between columns and capitals used in the apse. 
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TABLE 2.3 
EPISCOPAL RESIDENCE: MULLION COLUMNS AND IMPOSTS 
Inv. Type Height Top 
Number Dimensions 
A-77-82 impost 33.0 47.0 x 67.0 
A-77-83 impost 22.0 47.5 x 79.0 
A-77-84 impost 27.5 54.5 x 77.0 
A-77-85 impost 27.0 49.0 x 69.0 
A-77-86 impost. 23.5 44.5 x 
A-77-76 column 128.0 19.0 x 47.0 
A-77-77 column 74.5 24.0 x 
A-77-78 column 134.5 22.0 x 53.0 
A-77-80 column 21.0 x 55.0 
x ----
All dimensions are in centimeters. 
Al I pieces are of marble type D. 
Bottom Decoration 
Dimensions 
20.0 x 50.0 row of leaves 
21.0 x 56.0 canelura 
22.5 x 52.0 cross among 
leaves, flower 
in wreath 
22.0 x 55.5 row of leaves, 
bead and reel 
19.0 x none preserved 
21.0 x 58.0 
24.5 x 52.5 
23.5 x 59.0 
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Miscellaneous Architectural Pieces: figures 2.50 to 2.58 
Table 2.4 1s a list of miscellaneous architectural fragments found 
1n the Episcopal Residence. The location refers to their position 1n 
1977. They remain in that location except for A-77-94, A-77-99, and A-
77-103, which are at present stored in the excavation house. 
Of special interest are the fragments of Ionic imposts, A-77-94 and 
103. These may belong to the colonnade installed in the fifth-century 
construction. 
TABLE 2.4 
EPISCOPAL RESIDENCE: MISCELLANEOUS ARCHITECTURAL PIECES 
Number 
A-77-79 
A-77-81 
A-77-87 
A-77-88 
A-77-89 
A-77-90 
A-77-91 
A-77-92 
A-77-93 
A-77-94 
Type 
mul I ion col. 
fragment 
mu I I ion co I . 
marble frag. 
with cross 
pi 1 lar 
of N.E. 
stone bowl 
co I . base 
co I . base 
co I . base 
I intel 
frag. of 
Location 
east of 
Room 29 
Room 26 
entrance 
to Room 29 
east end 
sty lobate 
center of 
Room 30 
Room 29, 
in apse 
east of 
Room 28 
Room 27 
east of 
Room 30 
N.W. 
Height Width Depth Stone 
or Type 
Diam. 
(19. 0) (26 .0) 25.0 A 
88.5 41.0 19.0 n 
(13.5) (33. 5) 11.5 B 
101.0 53.5 40.5 A 
32.5 48.5 48.5 B 
21.0 33.0 22.0 D 
20.0 (48.0) (41.5) A 
22.0 (49.0) (38.0) D 
15.0 130.0 37.5 D 
(31. 0) (29.0) (23.0) B/D? 
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tonic impost corner 
of Room 30 
A-77-95 frag. of Room 26 26.0 (37. 0) (50. 0) D 
ionic cap. 
A-77-96 I intel ? Room 31 15.0 (52. 0) 37.5 B 
A-77-97 column S.E. 286.0 39.5 36.0 A 
stylobate 
A-77-98 capital ? Room 31 54.0 36.0 23.0 D 
A-77-99 ionic cap. Wa II 148 (26. 5) • 
fragment 
A-77-100 capital ? Room 30 (21. 0) (19. 5) (12. 0) D 
A-77-101 mu I I ion co I . Room 27 (36. 0) (44. 0) 28.5 A 
fragment 
A-77-102 capital Wal I 134 (12. 0) (10. 0) A 
fragment 
A-77-103 1on1c impost Wal I 131, (19 .0) (18. 0) (29 .0) B/D? 
fragment 
A-77-104 mu 11 ion Room 26 17.5 13x29 36x53 D 
impost 
A-77-105 col. base exedra 44.0 48x64 36.0 II 
in situ 
---
A-77-106 capital, exedra 63.0 50.0 A 
used as 
base, ..!..!!. situ 
A-77-107 col. base exedra 73.0 52x60 
36.5 B 
in situ 
---
A-77-108 basin Room 23 (19 .0) (54. 0) (35. 0) 4 
A-77-109 col. base entrance 15.5 36x54 
25.5 A 
Parentheses denote preserved dimensions of broken pieces. 
-·------------
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Archaeological Discussion and Chronology 
Trench 79-8: figure 2.62 
Trench 79-8 is located in the northeast corner of Room 29, and was 
excavated to provide us with information on the date of construction of 
the residence. This goal was realized; a clear sequence of deposits 
dating the two major phases was discovered. The fol lowing discussion 
proceeds from the lowest deposits upwards. 
Foundation Deposits 
The original floor of the building (.floor 2) was found at an 
elevation of 142.72; its edges rest on the wal I foundations, which are 
broader than the wal I that rises above (see fig. 2.62). The floor 1s 
made of bricks, ca. 26 x 40 x 5 cm., that are laid flat 1n rows on a 
bedding of white I ime mortar. Deposits beneath it were excavated in a 
smal I area down to a level of 140.97 and represent material deposited in 
stratified sequence from the second century to the early fourth century 
A.C. The earliest deposit, f13, was composed of hard yellow-brown clay 
with smooth river pebbles. Some 60 sherds were found and are dated to 
the first and second centuries A.C. Above this, deposit 12 is also of 
hard yellow-brown clay. The latest of the 90 sherds from this layer 
date to the third century. These deposits (12 and 13) were laid down 
during expansion of the city into this area in the time of the Middle 
Empire, and should be considered roughly contemporary with construction 
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and early use of the Theater, that was completed 1n the mid-second 
century.19 
The next deposit (11) included a large number of ceramics 1n a 
matrix of dark soi I with charcoal flecks. The ceramics include some 
fourth-century types, a fragment of Macedonian grey ware and a sherd 
with yellow vitreous glaze that may be so cal led "Pannonian" ware, among 
some 347 total sherds. A local imitation of a North African plate, form 
50, appears; it is a popular shape at Stobi in the second, third and 
possibly early fourth centuries.20 
Resting.on this deposit was a lens (10) of yellow clay with 
oxidized material (reddish) containing numerous bones of an equid and 
ceramics of similar date to those in deposit 11. Just below the floor 
(deposit 9), was a grey soi I with large amounts of animal bones and 
pottery (ca. 1200 sherds). The latest identifrable sherd is a fragment 
of North African Red SI ip ware of the late third or early fourth 
century. These deposits (11, 10, and 9) are thus dateable to the early 
fourth century. The construction date of the bui I ding with the brick 
floor should then be placed shortly afterwards, in the second quarter or 
middle of the fourth century. No coins were found 1n any of the lower 
deposits and the chronology depends on the ceramics. 
19 Gebhard, "Theater," 13. E. Gebhard dates the construction of the 
Theater to the first years of the reign of Antoninus Pius (138-161). 
20 I owe all identifications of pottery to Virginia Anderson-Stojanovic, 
who was the ceramic analyst for the joint American-Yugoslav project. 
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It is difficult to glean much additional evidence from these 
deposits; only a very smal I area (l.00 x 1.50 m.) was excavated. The 
highest deposit (g) may have been brought in as fi I I when the 
foundations were completed. This deposit was less compact than the 
lower layers and the high degree of bone preservation indicates rapid 
burial. The wal I foundation below the level of deposit 9 appears to 
have been laid in a trench dug through deposits 11, 12, and 13. 
Several interesting bui I ding features of the first construction 
phase were discovered in the course of this excavation. A foundation 
rising only to .. the level of .the floor separates the main area of the 
room from the space contained within the apse; it is bonded to the main 
walls of the building and thus was part of the original design, even 
though it was probably never intended to rise above the floor. The 
construction may have supported a screen, or similar arrangement, to 
isolate the apse from the remainder of the room. The preserved upper 
surface 1s flat with a I ine of vertically placed stones, 26 cm. from the 
west edge, that make a border to the brick floor. All traces of the 
original arrangement within the portion of the apse exposed in this 
trench have been obi iterated by later constructions. 
Phase II Deposits 
Phase I of the Episcopal Residence was apparently brought to an end 
by fire. Atop the brick floor lay a thin layer of I ight grey ash. The 
bui I ding appears not to have been reconstructed immediately since debris 
from the col lapse was al lowed to accumulate over the original floor. 
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Within this accumulation of ca. 60 cm. in depth (deposits 5 and 6) were 
fragments of fresco and roof tiles, and col lapsed mud brick from the 
building's superstructure. The mortared lower wal Is do not appear to 
have col lapsed in this area of the bui I ding. These two deposits contain 
relatively little material to date the destruction since most of the 
sherds come from the col lapsed mud brick of the original construction. 
A fragment of Macedonian greyware datable to the second half of the 
fourth or early fifth century provides some evidence for the date of 
destruction. 
The floor. of the.second phase lies at 143.40 and is composed of 
hard earth with some stones and fragments of roof tiles embedded in it. 
It was created by the tramp I ing of feet as much as by intentional 
design; along the wal Is no hard-packed layer ever was formed. To the 
east a crude stair, about 90 cm. wide, was found that descends along the 
outer wal I into the apse. This stair was made of irregularly sized 
stones with roughly flat upper surfaces. The descent of each of the 
three preserved steps was 14, 10, and 40 cm., indicating that there is a 
stone missing before the last step. The top tread, embedded into the 
floor, was formed by a piece of wood (possibly cedar), 73 cm. long, 11 
cm. wide, and ca. 5 cm. thick. We dismantled this stair in the course 
of excavation to uncover earlier levels and three i I legible fifth 
century coins were found in the packing (coins 79-31, 79-32, and 79-89). 
The excavated evidence, therefore suggests a late fifth-century 
destruction of phase I and construction of phase II. The architectural 
remains (described above) suggest that phase II should be considered 
contemporary to the construction of the Episcopal Basi I ica. 
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Final Destruction Deposits 
Above the level of the earthen floor (1) I ie the remains of the 
col lapsed building (deposits 1-4). Considerable amounts of fallen mud 
brick, lime mortar, and building stone fi 11 these layers. The ceramics 
are a mixture of material dating to the second-fourth centuries and 
fourth-sixth centuries because the older phase I constructions col lapsed 
amid debris from the second phase. Very little of the ceramic material 
is diagnostic and only one coin was discovered: coin 79-1, which dates 
to the reign of Galerius and is therefore of no assistance in dating 
this deposit. Elsewhere at Stobi -evidence for the date- of abandonment 
of the city is extensive and consistent: it gives a terminus post quern 
1n the reigns of Justin II and M. Tiberius, 1 .e., ca. 600 A.O. _21 But 
here, because earlier excavations removed the accumulated debris over 
al I the areas of the bui I ding that are now visible, it is not known if 
deposits 1-4 represent this same final destruction or if occupation 
occurred above it. Among the architectural remains are several features 
that postdate the second major phase, although we cannot associate a 
specific floor level with these later modifications. 
21 Wiseman, Vi Iles, 309-310, notes 29-32. The latest coins from the 
fi II of the destruction of Baptistery of the Episcopal Basi I ica are 
of Justin II. In the Theodosian Palace coins of Justin II and M. 
Tiberius were found in the destruction debris, see chapter three. 
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Architectural Reconstrucion 
Introduction 
Trench 79-8 clearly established that the original floor of the 
eastern apsidal room was associated with I ime-mortared wal Is and a 
superstructure of mud-brick. Repairs, additions, and alterations to 
these original wal Is, which were executed with mud-mortared masonry, are 
of a secondary phase, datable to the second half of the fifth century. 
A third type of construction is represented by the use of brick-chip 
mortar in wal Is bui It over the stylobates and the exedra. This type of 
mortar was used extensively. in the rebuilding of the Episcopal Basi I ica. 
Other clues to the chronology of the building's features are provided by 
the physical relationships of the floors, walls, and spaces to each 
other and to the features of the neighboring Episcopal Basi I ica. For 
example, the original floor of Room 29 (the apsidal room) is at an 
elevation of 142.72 while the top of the stylobates I ies at 144.49 (at 
their eastern end). The examination of the structural features confirms 
the evidence of two major phases found in trench 79-8, the original mid 
fourth-century structure and a late fifth-century major rebui I ding with 
many additional rooms. After the second phase there are additions and 
repairs that occurred during the remainder of the use of the building, 
for which no specific deposits were found in the excavation of trench 
79-8. 
The fol lowing sections provide an architectural history of the 
Episcopal Residence, associating the various features with the proposed 
three phases of the bui I ding and discussing the planning considerations 
involved . 
• 
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Phase I 
The Episcopal Residence fol lows an orientation established by the 
bui !dings of the northern part of the city. The axis of the residence 
is northwest to southeast (131.5 degrees east of north), and within a 
few degrees of the orientation of its immediately surrounding bui !dings, 
with the exception of the Episcopal Basi I ica. Such an orientation was 
established in this part of the city at least as early as the mid-second 
century when the Theater was constructed. North of the Theodosian 
palace the city has an orientation approximately 15 degrees closer to 
t~ue east-west (116 degrees east of north). What is more, there are 
wal Is in that area of the city dated to Late He! lenistic times that 
follow the same orientation; e.g., those located below the narthex of 
the Central Basilica. The exact boundaries of the Episcopal Residence 
in the mid-fourth century are difficult to determine. To the west, 
sections of the House of the Fuller stood at this time and it is logical 
to suppose that a predecessor to the Via Principal is Superior separated 
these two structures. To the north, however, I ies an area that is for 
the most part unexcavated. A series of large barrel vaults were 
excavated in the lg3Qs but between these and the north wal I of the 
Episcopal Residence the area is mostly unexplored.22 It is probable 
that an alley or street ran para I lei to this wal I, and the door leading 
to Room 27 was perhaps once an important entrance to the residence. To 
the east lies a fifth-century street paved with Theater blocks, and some 
22 In the narrow trench along this northern wal I of the residence no 
features were discovered abutting it to the north. 
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25 m. of unexcavated area I ie beyond it before the bui I ding named the 
'Casino' 1s encountered.23 Just a few meters to the south and east of 
Room 30 lay the outer wal I of the Theater, leaving just enough space for 
the circulation of crowds that were sti I I gathering there in the mid-
fourth century. Directly to the south is the Episcopal Basilica of the 
mid-fifth century and the earlier basilica of the late fourth century 
below it. In the space between the early basi I ica (Bui I ding A) and the 
residence, trench 74-4 has been excavated to fourth century levels.24 
No architectural features were found in this trench but a hard surface 
at . .a. I eve I cor.respond i ng to the approximate I eve I of the f I oor of 
Building A was discovered. 
Three rooms of the eastern portion of the Episcopal Residence have 
been identified with the earliest phase of construction, Rooms 28, 29, 
and 30. The rooms at the western end have not been fully excavated but 
there are indications that Rooms 21 and 22 should be assigned a similar 
date even if there is scant evidence that they belonged to the same 
bui I ding as the eastern rooms at that time. Evidence to support their 
contemporaneity is the simi Jarity of construction technique. The 
apsidal rooms of each group are nearly identical in size and proportion, 
and each has opus mixtum wal I construction and the 'cut-away' corners of 
the apse. In the area between these two sets of rooms, however, no 
23 The Casino was never completely excavated; as in the case of the 
Episcopal Residence, the outbreak of World War II interrupted the 
work. 
24 The trench is located 1n the eastern end of the north aisle of the 
Episcopal Basilica. 
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features can be associated with phase I, with the possible exception of 
the north wal I (129) as it extends west from Room 27. If wal I 129 is 
part of this phase and extends to the NW corner of the bui !ding, then 
phase I can be considered to have encompassed most of the area of the 
subsequent phases. 
Assuming, for the moment, that phase I included rooms 21, 22, 28, 
29, and 30, we should probably reconstruct in our minds a large open 
court between the two groups of rooms. A good example of such an 
arrangement is the smal I peristyle court constructed in the early fourth 
·century in the House the Fuller. There the court is surrounded by 
groups of rooms that contain a dominant chamber flanked by smaller 
rooms. The dominant room 1s apsidal. In the Episcopal Residence we 
might restore a line of smal I cubicles along the northern side of the 
court equal in depth to room 28. In front of rooms 29 and 22 there may 
have been porticoes extending around the court, or, as in the Casino, 
the court could have been constructed with piers. First-phase entrances 
to the bui !ding are sti I I visible. To the west a large entrance from 
the Via Principal is Superior probably dates to this period. Its 
southern jamb is sti I I visible, bonded to the I ime-mortared masonry of 
phase I. The entrance to room 27 from the north would have led directly 
to one of our hypothetical porticos. A discussion and analysis of the 
corpus of fourth-century residences is presented in chapter six. 
Phase II 
I 
l 
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This phase of the residence can be seen almost in its entirety. 
With the exception of the blocking wal Is over the stylobate and some 
other obviously late additions (wal Is 101, 106, 107, 113, 122, and 123) 
this was the form of the house (see fig. 2.3) for the remainder of its 
use. Three pieces of evidence·al low us to associate this phase with the 
construction of the basilica on the terrace, and thus assign a date to 
it of the mid-fifth century. The first is the deposits excavated in 
trench 79-8 between floors 1 and 2, (see subsection 'Stratigraphy', this 
section, above); the second is the position of the wal Is and features of 
this phase that form a functional -relationship with the basilica; and 
the third is the use of Theater· elements in the stylobates of the 
residence which could not have occurred before the end of the fourth 
century. We should consider the basi I ica on the terrace and the phase 
II residence as contemporary, but this is not meant to imply that such 
construction occurred simultaneously as one would construct a single 
bu i Id i ng. 
The most significant addition to the bui I ding in the fifth century 
1s the colonnade and semi-circular exedra erected along the E-W axis of 
the bui I ding, I inking the two groups of rooms at different elevations. 
The design of the colonnade is somewhat unusual; the space between the 
colonnades was roofed and the space to the south was open to the sky; 
i.e., the colonnades did not enclose internal space in the manner of 
porticos but formed a covered passageway. There are no wal Is para I lei 
to the colonnade to define corridors around an ·interior space, or to 
support a flanking roof. One would have descended from the Via 
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Principal is Superior directly between the stylobates, passed through the 
wider space defined by the exedra and thence to the apsidal room to the 
east (room 29). The exedra served as a space for congregation and, 
through the columns, there would have been a view of the open space to 
the south, which may have contained a garden. Room 21 and a portion of 
room 22 were removed to create the open space on the south side of the 
passage: only the lowest portion of the foundations on the southern and 
western sides of room 21 were left. 
Another entrance to the remodeled residence was created at the 
southeastern corner, adjacent and leading directly to the eastern end of 
the north aisle of the Episcopal Basi I ica. Rooms 31 and 32 were added 
enclosing the area and the "threshold" block is probably the first riser 
of a stair leading to the upper level of the basilica. The function and 
complete form of the passage leading west from room 32 remains unknown 
since excavation of the area is not complete. 
Room 29, the apsidal room at the east, was completely redecorated: 
stucco pilasters with floral motifs were installed, perhaps repeating 
the rhythm of the colonnade, with acanthus capitals and an architrave of 
stucco. Other fragments of stucco decoration include consoles, grape 
garlands, and a meander frieze.25 Also discovered in the room were the 
bronze censer and the gold ring decorated with a cross. In the apse 
wal I windows with installed with stone mullions and elaborately carved 
capitals (see the Architectural Catalog). 
25 Mano-Zissi presented partially restored drawings of the pilasters, 
the cornice, capitals, and frieze. The consoles, one capital, and 
the garlands were avai I able for study in the Beograd museum and we 
I 
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One more feature must be discussed before proposing a function for 
the room, the stair discovered in trench 79-8. In the fifth century the 
floor level in the main part of the room, except in the apse, is 0.60 m. 
above the brick floor of the original construction. A stair, 0.90 m. 
wide, leads from this higher floor level down to the lower level 
retained in the apse. The restoration of a corresponding stair on the 
south side of the apse (the southern half was not excavated) would 
create an ambulatory with a form remarkably similar to the apse of the 
Episcopal Basi I ica. Circulation fol lowed around the circular apse wal I, 
affording access to whatever .was contained in the center of the space of 
the apse. It is very I ikely that that the arrangement contained a crypt 
with religious relics 1n a manner similar to the basilica. 
were able to make drawings, see Mano-Zissi, •Stukatura,• figs. 2.59 
to 2.61. 
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Episcopal Residence ? 
The evidence for an ecclesiastical use of the residence in the 
fifth century is unequivocal, but the exact nature of this use is open 
to question. Did it serve as the residence of the bishop or was it used 
for some other function, perhaps a chapel? Episcopal Residences are by 
no means a standardized building type and are recognized as much by 
their physical proximity to cathedrals as by internal or external 
features. Pallas, for example, has proposed a typology that 
distinguishes three types: a) those bonded with the church; b) those 
separate from the chur.ch; and c) those within a "bishop's quarter.•26 
The evidence for the identification of the majority of these is 
topographic, and few building inscriptions exist to confirm such 
identifications. Considering the large number of foundations associated 
with the cathedrals (chapels, baptisteries, hostels, audience halls, and 
even hospitals), and the lack of clear architectural distinctions among 
them, the identification of many episcopal residences remains 
hypothet i ca I . 27 
26 D. I. Pal las, "Episkopion,• Real lexikon zur byzantinische Kunst II 
(Stuttgart, 1971) 346-367. 
27 It is not intended here to cast doubt on the identification of any 
specific buildings as episcopal residences but rather to point out 
the difficulties of identification. The bib I iography on Episcopal 
Residences is extensive; see, e.g., Pal las, ibid.; N. Duval, P.-A. 
Fevrier, and J. Lassus, "Groupes 'piscopaux de Syrie et d'Afrique du 
Nord, 11 Col loque Apamee de Syrie .!.!. (Bruxelles) 215-251; R. Jan in, "Le 
pa la is patriarcal de Constantinople byzantine,• Revue des 6tudes 
byzantines 20 (1962); J. Lassus, "Les 'difices du culte autour de la 
basi I ique,• Atti del VI Congresso Internationale i!_ Archeolooia 
Cristiana, Ravenna 1962 (Vatican City, 1965) 581-610; I. Lavin, 
"House of the Lord: Aspects of the Role of Palace Tri cl inia in the 
Architecture of Late Antiqu>ty and the Early Middle Ages,• Art 
Bui letin 44 (1962) 1-27. 
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There are a number of sources that provide quite specific 
topographical references for the location of Episcopal Residences, but 
they are not consistent. For example, the passage "How to Bui Id a 
Church," preserved in the Testamentum Domini nostri Jesu Christi .28 
"Let a church then be thus: with three Entries in type of the 
Trinity. And let the Diakonikon be to the right of the right 
hand entry, . . . Let there be a Forecourt, with a portico 
running round, to this Diakonikon. And within from (or "in 
the middle of" ?) the Forecourt let it have a house for a 
Baptistery, ... 
Let the church have a house for the catechumens, ... , but let 
it not be separated from the church, but so that when they 
enter and are in it they may hear the readings and spiritual 
doxologies and psalms. 
(Here fol lows passages describing the interior arrangement for 
the throne, altar, porticos, and a place for commemoration of 
donors.) 
Let the House of Oblation (xoppavos) and Treasury al I be near 
the Baptistery. And let the place of reading be a I ittle 
outside the Altar. And let the house of the Bishop be near 
the place that is cal led the Forecourt. Also that of those 
widows who are cal led first in standing. That of the priests 
and deacons also behind the Baptistery. And let the deaconess 
remain by the door of the Lord's House. And let the church 
have a Hostel near by, where the archdeacon may be receiving 
strangers.• 
28 The translation quoted here is by D. J. Chitty in J. W. Crowfoot, 
"The Christian Churches," in Gerasa. ~of the Decapol is, C. H. 
Kraei ing, ed., (New Haven 1938) 175-176. 'i'lie Syriac text with a 
Latin translation was pub I ished by the Patriarch Ignatius Ephraem II 
Rahmani (Mainz, 1899), from which Kaufmann Handbuch der christl ichen 
Archaeologie [1922) 164) quotes the ful I chapter I, 19). Crowfoot 
comments that "the chapter reads as if it had been condensed with no 
great ski I I from a fuller document ... ,•and cites Funk (Das 
Testament unseres Herrn, 1901, p. 87) for a date i"n the fifth 
century. The same translation, with minor changes, is· reproduced by 
C. Mango, The Art of the Byzantine Empire, 312-1453 (Englewood 
Cliffs, NJ-:--l'rentice-Hal I, 1972) 25-26. 
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Another reference places the Episcopal Residence near the diakonikon,29 
but the majority of topographic references only place the residence in 
the vicinity of the cathedral .30 
As in the case of most ancient buildings, specific formal 
descriptions of individual rooms are generally lacking. Functionally 
the bishop's residence was part of a complex that included charitable 
institutions as wel I as ecclesiastical structures. But some functions, 
that may aid us in an identification, are specifically mentioned: 
namely, as the place where the bishop, the clergy and his guests dined, 
slept, and held counci I. Thus we should expect the triclinium, serving 
as a room for formal dining and reception of visitors, to be a 
distinguishing feature of the residence. 
"··· ~ai El~arE 
wavr~s ~Aef pov 
~Ti ~V 
, 
wapovros 
rw rpi~Alvw rou 
roirro ~007µ~riuEv 
, -EWiU~OWEiov 
31 
The identification of the Stobi residence as the bishop's palace 
would seem then to depend on the use of the eastern apsidal room, the 
dominant room of the structure, as a tricl inium. Undoubtedly, the room 
was a tricl inium in its original construction.32 The conversion of the 
residence in the latter half of the fifth century, however, has two 
29 Vita§.. Epiphani i 36. This, and the sources in the next note, are 
from a compilation by Pal las, op. cit. (in note 26) 335-336. 
30 See, e.g., Mansi VII 212; Vita Porphyr. 18; Marcus diaconus 99; and 
Vita§.. Epiphani i 34. 
31 Cone. Chalchedon (451 A.D.) Act. 10, Mansi VII 233 
32 The development of triclinia is discussed in chapter six. 
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features that are inconsistent with its later use as a triclinium: the 
covered colonnade bui It connecting the apsidal room at the east with the 
Via Principal is Superior, and more importantly the adaptation of the 
apse of the same room to a form that imitates the form of the apse of 
the cathedral, i.e., a crypt was bui It in the apse.33 The 
identification of this construction as a crypt, even though only 
partially excavated, seems quite certain and imp I ies that the residence 
was converted to a chapel or martyrium. Its form is simple, two stairs 
descending along each end of the apse wall. Besides the two examples in 
the Episcopal Basilica and here in the "residence," another example at 
Stobi is found in the Cemetery Basi lica.34 Nor is the arrangement 
unique to Stobi; asimilar example is found 1n an extra muros church 1n 
Thessalonica, considered to be Ayia Anisia.35 
The erection of the colonnade, to accomodate a formal procession to 
the chapel, was appropriate for a martyrium but quite inexplicable if we 
were to propose another purpose for the bui lding.36 Also, the 
33 See description above. 
34 Snively, "Basi I icas," 202-203. 
35 C. S. Snively, "The Sunken Apse: A Feature of Early Byzantine 
Churches in Macedonia,• AJA 86:2 (1982) 286. 
36 Asimilar colonnade leading to an apsidal room is found at Kenchreai, 
within a complex of bui !dings which the excavators propose was bui It 
as a remodeled sanctuary of Isis in the third quarter of the fourth 
century and converted to Christian use in the last quarter of the 
century. The colonnade is described for the Christian period of use 
as the path of a process i ona I r i tua I I ead i ng toward a chape I (the 
apsidal room) to the east. The manner in which the colonnade was 
roofed is open to question and several possibi I ities are suggested. 
R. Scranton, J. W. Shaw, and L. Ibrahim, Kenchreai. Eastern Port.£.!. 
Cori nth, (Lei den: Br i I I , 1978) 63-65, 75-78. 
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architectural elements installed in the apse (the window columns and 
their capitals) and the stucco decoration are appropriate decoration for 
a chapel. 
The dedication of the bui I ding and the cause of this conversion 
remains unknown. The original residence is a fourth-century 
construction, probably bui It before the first known cathedral of the 
city, Building A. There is no known functional relationship between the 
two bui !dings, although excavation between them is incomplete, their 
orientation is different, and there appears to be no direct access from 
one to the o.ther. Never the I ess, the f i.fth-century conversion of the 
residence to an ecclesiastical function implies that it held some 
special significance to the Christian community. Unfortunately, little 
1s known of the Early Christian community at Stobi. Other than the name 
of Bishop Budius, who attended the Counci I of Nicaea in 325, and the 
dedicatory inscription in the nave of the early church (Building A) that 
records the name of Bishop Eustathios, we have no information on the 
fourth-century Christians of Stobi .37 It is possible, although entirely 
conjectural, that the fourth-century bui !ding was the residence of a 
local martyr. Such an hypothesis, however, is not necessary since 
relics were known to have traveled great distances and great numbers of 
martyria were founded at this time. There was competition among the 
cities of the Late Antique period to obtain relics and establish 
martyria and the saints commemorated need not have had any physical 
37 The Eustathios inscription was discovered 1n excavations conducted by 
B. Aleksova in 1983. 
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presence at the site or even the city.38 The residence may have served 
as a "house-church," prior to the construction of the early basi I ica, 
but there is no evidence of that either. This former residence may have 
been selected for the construction of a chapel simply because of its 
proximity to the Episcopal Basi I ica and there need not have been any 
Christian association prior to that conversion. 
The use of the eastern rooms as a chapel leaves only a single room, 
room 22, at the western end of the bui Jding, unaccounted for. This 1s 
certainly insufficient to propose as a bishop's residence, although I 
can propose no specif.i.c function for the room. The bishop's residence 
wi I I have to be sought elsewhere, perhaps south of the basi I ica. 
Excavation in areas south of the Episcopal Basilica remains uncompleted 
and the partial Jy excavated Building D or another structure, sti I I 
undiscovered, may prove to be the bishop's residence.39 
38 A. Grabar, Martyri.um. Recherches sur le culte des rel iques et I 'art 
chretien antique. 2 vols. (Paris,--r942-1947). ~ 
39 In favor of the identification of Bui I ding D are its proximity to the 
atrium and narthex and its apsidal hal I. The quote cited above, 
mentioning that the bishop's residence should be located near the 
forecourt, might support this location. Building D is the 
designation of the structure directly south of the narthex of the 
Episcopal Basi I ica. The area excavated seems to be the northern 
corridor of a large atrium or courtyard constructed in the fourth 
century. In the fifth century it was remodeled to hold an 
elaborately decorated apsidal room at the same floor level as the 
narthex of the basilica. It should be noted, however, that the only 
structure yet discovered that is oriented in the same direction as 
the early cathedral is the Baptistery. 
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CHAPTER THREE 
THE THEODOSIAN PALACE 
Introduction 
The Excavations 
Excavation of the palace was done in three seasons from 1927-1929, 
by the National Museum of Belgrade under the supervision of its 
director, Vladimir Petkovic. In 1927 .parts of the western rooms, court, 
and •atrium• were excavated, exposing the ful I E to W length of the 
building along its northern side.1 Not enough of the building was 
exposed in that first season, however, to indicate its character·; at 
that time it was thought to be a bath. Floor levels were reached only 
in the •atrium" and part of the court, but in the last few days of the 
season several statues were discovered in the court that demonstrated to 
the excavators the importance of the bui I ding and prompted continuance 
of the work.2 The fol lowing year, most of the court was completed and 
the majority of the sculpture and the architectural sculpture were 
1 Petkovi~, "1927," 190. 
2 Petkovit, "1928," 191. Their find spot is described as the 
frigidarium, but can be identified as the court by references to 
columns and capitals. The most significant pieces were: a marble 
head of Poseidon; three bronze statuettes (Lar, Fortune, and Apollo); 
and the lower portion of a marble Hygiaea. See section, Catalog of 
Sculpture. 
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discovered.3 In 1929 the majority of the palace was completed to floor 
levels, exposing the four western rooms, the western portico of the 
court and the apsidal triclinium.4 
Excavation was never conducted beneath floor levels and 
consequently the initial excavations provided little chronological 
information. Of special interest for the later history of the bui I ding, 
however, was the chronological information provided by the discovery of 
eight bronze coins in the apsidal room at the northwest corner of the 
building. The latest are of the reigns of Justin II (565-578) and M. 
Tiberi us (582-602), and prov.i de a . term i.nus post quern for the destruction 
3 Petkovi~, "1928," 220-221. Statuary includes: two bronze satyrs, a 
bronze Venus, a marble Bacchus (inscribed), a marble relief of Pan 
and dancing nymphs, a marble head of Kore, a marble Venus Victrix, 
and part of a relief of Cybele. Also, a portion of a marble group 
showing parts of a bul I, and a smal I head of Zevsa and a satyr. The 
major pub I ication on the sculpture is by VI. Petkovic, "Antitke 
skulpture iz Stobia,• Starinar 12 (1937) 12-35 (hereafter cited as 
Petkovic, "Skulpture"). A useful pub I ication on the bronze sculpture 
found in Yugoslavia is the catalog by Lj. Popovit, Dj. Mano-Zissi, M. 
Veli~kovic, and B. Jel i~ic, Anti~ka Bronza u Ju oslavi "i [Greek, 
Roman, and Early Christian Bronzes in Yugoslavia ( eograd: Narodni 
Muzej, 1969) (hereafter cited as Bronza). Much of the sculpture in 
the collections of the National Museum of Belgrade, including pieces 
from Stobi, has been ·published by M. Grbit, Odabrana gr~ka j_ rimska 
Slastika ~ Narodnom muzeju ~ Beogradu (Beograd, 1958). See also V. 
ok.o I ovska, "Stob i in the Light of Ancient Seu I pture," Studies III, 
95-106. The bronze satyrs, in particular, have an extensive ~­
bibliography. In addition to the works cited above, see C. Picard, 
"Un bronze alexandrin importe ~ Stobi," Revue arch~olo i ue 47 (1956) 
217-220; S. Reinach, "Sculpture,• Revue archeologique 29 1929) 21, 
330-338; S. Reinach, "Sculpture," Revue archeologique 30 (1929) 87; 
H. Goldman, "Excavations at Stobi in Jugoslavia, AJA 37 (1933) 299. 
4 Petkovic, "1929," 231-234. Also, the remainder of the Cybele relief 
was found and another statue of Bacchus (headless). 
I 
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and abandonment of the bui lding.5 This accords wel I with information 
from other buildings at Stobi, e.g. the Baptistery of the Episcopal 
Basi I ica, and the Slavic invasions, of the late VI century, seem to be 
the likely cause of the end of urban life.6 The actual cause of the 
destruction of the buildings seems, however, to be an earthquake which 
occurred sometime after their abandonment.7 
In 1930, after purchasing the land to the south and southeast, 
excavation of the House of Parthenius was conducted, completing the two 
bui ldings.8 Major finds in the peristyle were the architectural 
sculpture and bases for statuar.y that Petkovic believes stood in the 
intercolumniations.9 Floor pavements of opus secti le and mosaic were 
found in the apsidal room and large hal I, and in the latter was a marble 
mensa (see fig. 4.45). The magazine in the northwest corner of the 
building yielded seven pithoi J..!: situ, and a pot containing oi I. Also, 
it was here that the bronze wheel stamp bearing the inscription 
ITAPBENIOY was discovered, from which both buildings were originally 
5 Petkovit, "1929," 234. In the western room with the mosaic was found 
a marble "Kampfer" capital with a Christian monogram, not illustrated 
in subsequent reports nor is its present location known. 
6 Wiseman, Vi I Jes, 310. Latest coins from the Baptistery f i I I are 71-
708 (Justin II and Sophia, 565-578), and 71-471 (Justin II, 567/568). 
See also Chapter One under Historical Summary, The Sixth Century. 
7 Ibid. A considerable amount of si It accumulated in the buildings 
prior to the col lapse of the wal Is. 
8 Petkovit, "1930," 188-181. 
9 Petkovit, "1930," 189. Also, a fragment of a bald head with a laurel 
wreath was found. 
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named.10 The final year of excavation in the area cleared rooms to the 
south of the two buildings on the other side of the street that extends 
along their southern side. This includes parts of the area now known as 
the prison, and one room just south of the House of Parthenius of a 
bui I ding 1n which no further excavation has taken place. 
The study of the architecture was undertaken by Bogdan Nestorovic 
and two short articles appeared in 1931 and 1936. A complete 
publication of the bui !ding, however, was never accomplished by its 
excavators.11 
10 Petkovic, "1930," 190. Formerly, both residences were cal led the 
House of Parthenius. Since 1970, the larger residence has been 
termed the Theodosian Palace, while the smaller has retained the 
earlier title, see Wiseman, Guide, 44. The structures are in fact 
two separate bui !dings, even though sharing the same insula, and it 
is appropriate that they have separate titles. The name "Theodosian• 
was given because it was thought likely that the emperor Theodosius I 
stayed in the most prestigious residence in the city during his visit 
in 388. This thesis proposes, however, that the lavish remodeling of 
the palace occurred in the late-fifth century and in the fourth 
century it was no more elaborate than a number of other residences. 
To avoid confusion the name has been kept. 
11 B. Nestorovic, "lskopavanja u Stobima", Starinar 6 (1931) 109-114 
(hereafter cited as Nestorovic, "lskopavanja"); B. Nestorovi~, "Un 
palais ~ Stobi," BIABulg 10 (1936) 173-183 (hereafter cited as 
Nestorovic, "Palais"). A discussion of his work is included below. 
A useful summary of the results and an analysis of the bui !ding was 
done by E. Kitzinger ("Survey," 118-129). 
74 
Description of the Remains 
Introduction 
The overal I dimensions of the building are 57 m. E to Wand 42 m. N 
to S making it the largest of the Stobi residences, thus far discovered 
(see figs. 3.1 and 3.2).12 It 1s located near the center of the Late 
Antique city, one insula south of the central fountain that marks the 
center, 13 and is defined by streets. on a II sides: the Vi a Pr inc i pa I is 
Superior to the west, the Via Theodosius to the north, the Via 
Principal is Inferior to the east, and an unnamed street to the south.14 
This building is considerably .more luxurious--than any other yet 
discovered at Stobi. Although it is possible that residences as yet 
unexcavated wi I I prove to be more elaborate, this seems uni ikely.15 
Several features are unparalleled among the other contemporary 
residences: the •atrium•, the size of the peristyle court, the overal I 
12 See chapter two, note 12, for a description of the orientation of the 
bui I dings and the designation of directions. 
13 The insula, including the Theodosian Palace and the House of 
Parthenius, occupies grid squares from W 12 to W 47, S 9 to S 36. 
See chapter two, noted 12, for a description of the grid system. 
14 The current designations of 
American-Yugoslav project. 
44' 49. 
these streets also date to the joint 
See note 10, and Wiseman, Guide, 39-40, 
15 The prime building area during the Late Antique period was along the 
lower slope of the ridge that extends along the western wal I of the 
site and a majority of the bui I dings adjoining the two main avenues 
have been at least partially excavated. Excavations of Late Antique 
structures outside this central area have uncovered bui I dings of 
lower status. The northern part of the site, which remains for the 
most part unexcavated, is an area that was heavily bui It upon prior 
to the Late Antique period and thus may not have afforded the 
opportunity for large scale bui !ding that the more southerly areas 
a I lowed. 
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degree of finish (mosaics and opus secti le decorate five rooms and the 
court), and the collection of sculpture that adorned the courtyard. 
The joint American-Yugoslav project did relatively I ittle 
excavation here, confining its work to much-needed documentation of the 
features that were previously exposed.16 In lg72 the drain at the east 
end of the north corridor was cleaned. Two years later a test trench 
was excavated 1n the courtyard that uncovered bedrock only 10 cm. below 
the mosaic. Cleaning was also done in the triclinium in 1975 and many 
of the mosaics were cleaned, photographed and drawn in various years of 
the project. Documentation for this thesis was done in 1981.17 
General Observations 
The palace is arranged around an interior courtyard that occupies 
(with its corridors) nearly 40% of the ground plan.18 Other major rooms 
are: the large tricl inium (room 1), the elaborately decorated row of 
rooms along the west side of the peristyle, and the room designated the 
•atrium," at the northeast corner of the building. The bui !ding was 
constructed in the latter part of the fourth century and over the next 
two hundred years underwent several modifications that wi I I be described 
below. 
16 Especially noteworthy is the documentation of the mosaics, see 
Kolarik, "Mosaics," 204-219. 
17 Al I photographs and drawings, unless noted otherwise, date from 1981. 
18 The court and corridors are ca. 650 sq. m., the open court is ca. 320 
sq. m., and the total area of the residence including its main rooms 
is ca. 1560 sq. m. 
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Construction took place on ground that slopes approximately 5 
meters from west to east, the highest floor level, however, is at the 
eastern end of the bui !ding, in the atrium, where it reaches almost to 
street level (elevation 141.79).19 The mosaic floor in the courtyard 
was constructed directly over bedrock and the piscina at the east end of 
the court was probably cut deeply into the bedrock (to an elev. of 
139.33). The walls are of coursed masonry, generally I ime-mortared, 
with stones that vary greatly in size, but the majority are 20-40 cm. 
long and 10-25 cm. high. Quarried bedrock, a grey/green sandstone, was 
the source of nearly al I the building stone. 
Table 3.1 I ists the room dimensions and elevations for floors 
(where excavated). The discussion that fol lows describes in detai I the 
features of individual rooms.20 
19 Al I elevations are above sea level. 
20 J. Wiseman, in the Guide, numbered the major rooms that were 
described in that text: 1. the •atrium•; 2. the court; 3. the 
tricl inium; 4-7. the western rooms; 8. room 1 of the H. of Parthenius 
and; 9. room 3 of the H. of Parthenius. Kolarik fol lows the same 
system. Here it is not possible to fol low that scheme since al I the 
rooms are numbered and the H. of Parthenius is discussed separately. 
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TABLE 3.1 
THEODOSIAN PALACE: ROOMS 
Room Description/ Dimensions Floor 
Location Elevation/ 
1 tr i c Ii n i um 11.43 x 9.57 141.64 
2 west of room 1 4.80 x 5.26 
north half 
3 west of room 1 4.91 x 5.40 
4 east of room 1 4.90 x 5 .16 142.07 • 
north half 
5 east of room 1 4.96 x 5.55 
6 western room, 3.48 x 6.59 
southernmost 
7 western room 5.28 x 6.59 141.18 
8 western room 6.41 x 6.59 141.22 
9 western room, 4.27 x 6.59 141.29 
10 east of rooms 4/5 5.23 x 14.78 142.03 • 
S. corridor 2.73 x 22.34 
w. corridor 17.70 x 4.28 140.46 
N. corridor 3.23 x 28.90 140.47 
E. corridor 16.60 x 1.68 
court 13.63 x 21.40 140 .15 
11 eastern room, 8.04 x 3.28 
12 eastern room, 14. 31 x 3.29 140.23 
13 atrium 13.21 x 14.39 141.79. 
13a atrium center 5.86 x 7.85 
• Excavated elevation, not floor. 
78 
The "Atrium": figures 3.3 to 3.9 
At the northeast corner of the palace I ies a room described by 
Nestorovic as the •atrium.•21 The plan of the room is in the shape of a 
rectangular donut, an interior space 5.86 m. deep (N-S) by 7.85 m. wide 
surrounded by a corridor that varies in width from 1.79 to 2.54 m.22 The 
varying width of the corridor 1s, in part, accounted for by the slight 
change in orientation between the western part of the complex and the 
Via Principal is Inferior. The main entrance, at the north, preserves a 
sandstone threshold with pivot holes for double doors (see fig. 3.3). 
Found among_ the remains of wa.1 ls were.several examples of window 
mu! lions and Nestorovic proposed a two story structure with an interior 
wooden stair.23 
Of special interest 1s the thickness of the •atrium• wal ls,24 that 
are much larger than the standard wal I width of 65 to 70 cm. found 
throughout the remainder of the building. Only one wal I, the apse of 
the tricl inium (1.02 m. thick), approaches this thickness. In fact 
these are the thickest nonapsidal wal Is found in Late Antique bui !ding 
21 Nestorovic, •Palais,• 177. 
22 The plan shown here varies in several respects from that presented by 
Nestorovic: the only secondary feature is the cross wal I within the 
west corridor; an entrance is located in the east wal I at the 
southern end; the wal Is perpendicular to, and framing, the axis of 
the entrance are located symmetrically to the axis; and the eastern 
wal I of the complex does not extend to form the eastern wal I of the 
House of Parthenius. 
23 Ibid. 
24 The interior wal Is are 1.12 m. wide. The exterior wal Is are: S -
0.97 m.; W - 0.94 m.; N - 1.14 m.; and E - 1.24 m. 
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construction at Stobi. The only construction that exceeds these 
dimensions is the Late Antique city wall. Several sets of scaffold 
holes are visible within the wal Is (see figs. 3.5 to 3.8): a testament 
to the great height that they once stood.25 By analogy, if walls of ca. 
65 cm. rose to two stories (approximately 7 to 9 m.) and wal Is of ca. 96 
cm. rose to an equivalent of three stories (this is, for example, the 
thickness of the main wal Is of the Episcopal Basilica, that rose from 14 
to 18 m.) we should suppose that the •atrium" was at least three stories 
high. Considering that the spans between these wal I are relatively 
smal I (the maximum width of the corridor is 2.54 m.) they likely rose to 
the equivalent of four or five stories, i.e., 20 to 24 m. Clearly, this 
•atrium" is a massive formal entrance tower that rose about ten or more 
meters above al I the surrounding buildings, another indication of the 
unique importance of the building among the Late Antique residences at 
Stobi. 
Surprisingly, Nestorovi{ proposes that this was not the main 
entrance to the palace, reserving that distinction for the southern 
25 Nestorovi~ ("Palais,• 77) proposed that these are holes for mounting 
wooden stairs. They are common, however, to wal Is that rose to 
considerable height, even, for example, in the foundations of the 
Episcopal Basi I ica. They are arranged in rows at the top of leveling 
courses. In the western half of the interior space, where the wal Is 
are preserved to a higher elevation, there are two rows preserved at 
elevations of 141.60 and 142.25. The west wal I has three evenly 
spaced ho I es to each row and the adj ac.ent bonded north and south 
wal Is preserve an additional pair. The southern wal I, outside the 
corridor, preserves three more holes, at the same level as the lower 
row of the interior. The placement of the holes, in even rows, and 
their location leaves no doubt that they supported scaffolding rather 
than stairs. 
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entrance that gives more direct access to the courtyard.26 While it is 
true that access from the southern entrance is more direct, the •atrium" 
entrance is the only one from a 'main' street, and, more often than not, 
entrances to Stobi residences are deliberately circuitous, preferring to 
incorporate several turns between the exterior doors and the main court.27 
Another indication that this was the main entrance is the layout of the 
peristyle court with wider corridors with mosaic pavements on the 
northern and western sides. Access to the north corridor at its eastern 
end was the major route into the peristyle court in decorative terms, 
indeed the southern corridor was paved only with slate slabs and in the 
final phase the southern peristyle may have been removed. Thus the 
maJor entrance to the palace was through the "atrium•, leading through a 
number of small spaces to the north corridor of the peristyle, thence to 
the western corridor that gave access to the main rooms of the complex 
and to the court itself.28 
The Peristyle Court 
The Stylobates and Colonnades: figures 3.10 to 3.15 
On three sides of the open court is a peristyle with a high 
stylobate rising 70 to 90 cm. above the floors. It is constructed of 
26 Ibid. 
27 See, for examples, the plans of the House of Parthenius and the House 
of Psalms. This is further discussed in chapter six. 
28 Information on excavations in Room 12, the major passage to the 
court, and the construction date of the "atrium" can be found below 
under Archaeological Discussion and Chronology. 
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roughly coursed stone bonded with I ime mortar; both faces have an 
irregular surface. The only entrance into the court is between the 
fourth and fifth column placement (from the north) on the west side. 
This entrance was crudely constructed by breaking through the stylobate 
wal I. The roughness of the stylobate wal I faces and this secondary 
construction of the entrance to the court are two pieces of evidence 
that demonstrate that the courtyard was sunken below the level of the 
surrounding rooms, 1n a secondary phase of the bui lding.29 
The peristyle originally held colonnades on the northern, western, 
and .southern s.ides, .but in the final phase of the bui ld-ing the southern 
colonnade may have been replaced with a crudely constructed wal I. Three 
marble blocks, preserved~ situ on the eastern end, indicate, however, 
that the south stylobate originally held a colonnade with the same 
characteristics as the north colonnade.30 
Along the western stylobate four of the original seven column bases 
(including the northwest corner) were found~ situ upon rectangular 
marble blocks (five preserved) that were embedded into the masonry 
29 See Archaeological Discussion and Bui I ding Chronology, below, for a 
discussion of the phases of the bui I ding. 
30 Nestorovi~ makes no mention of the marble blocks, and al I subsequent 
scholars have analyzed the building as containing colonnades on just 
two sides. A photograph taken during excavation, shows, however, 
that this stylobate was preserved at the same level as the other 
stylobate wal Is when excavated. Nestorovi~ interpreted the south 
stylobate as a wal I pierced with large openings in the shape of 
windows, possibly because it held no column bases in situ 
(Nestorovi~, •Palais,• 176). It is possible, however~at the lack 
of any column bases in situ is an accident of preservation, since 
many architectural pl""eces-were removed after the building went out of 
use. See below "Architectural Catalog: The Capitals.• 
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construction of the wal I. The column placements are quite regular, 
varying from 2.35 to 2.42 m. axis to axis (with the exception of the two 
columns flanking the entrance that have an interaxial dimension of 2.46 
m.). Along the northern stylobate four column bases were found in situ 
upon seven marble blocks that supported the column bases (including the 
same corner column). These are even more regularly placed, varying from 
2.605 to 2.645 m. from axis to axis. These dimensions display enough 
consistency to al low us to state with some certainty that the intended 
interaxial dimension on the west was eight Roman feet (2.37 m.) and on 
the north nine Roman feet (2.64 m.) .31 
The north stylobate originally held eight intercolumniations, the 
last intercolumniation, at the east, rested on a pier, ca. 1 m. long, 
that abutted the eastern wal I of the nymphaeum. The length of the 
stylobate was thus planned as 70 Roman feet (RF) including the seven 
columns and the eight intercolumniations, a theoretical distance of 
20.58 m. (2g.4 cm.= one Roman foot), compared to a measured distance of 
20.43 m. The west stylobate originally held six intercolumniations, 
planned as a distance of 50 RF, a theoretical distance of 14.7 m. as 
31 The manner of installation was not, however, measured interaxial ly 
but between the marble blocks that supported the bases. The 
interaxial distance can be measured in even numbers of feet because 
the blocks were exactly two Roman feet wide. The colonnade was, in 
fact, measured from block to block, dimensions of six and seven Roman 
feet for the two colonnades, respectively. This was the normal 
method of laying out a colonnade during the Late Antique period at 
Stobi, as shown by the evidence from the north stylobate of the 
Episcopal Basi I ica. There, both the the intercolumnar distance (an 
even number of feet) and the dimension of the column bases (an 
irregular dimension) were marked on the continuous marble stylobate 
before installation of the colonnade. 
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compared to a measured distance of 14.765 m. (measured from the outside 
ends of the marble blocks). Al I of the marble blocks are aligned with 
the inside face of the stylobate wal I. Since the marble blocks that 
support the colonnade are embedded into the stylobate wal I, the 
colonnade is a feature that predates the construction of the lowered 
courtyard and the nymphaeum. 
The Corridors: figures 3.10, 3.11, 3.16 to 3.20 
The peristyle is surrounded on all sides by corridors of varying 
width: E ~ 1.68 m., S - 2.73 m., N - 3.23 m., and W - 4.28 m. Mosaic 
floors of geometric patterns are wel I preserved in the two largest 
corridors at an elevation of 140.23 to 140.47. The north corridor 1s 
composed of 12 .rectangular panels with an interior diamond pattern. 
Within the diamond is a •si Iver plate• motif alternating with a motif 
consisting of a single square with a triangle on each side.32 
Surrounding the mosaic is a border of bead-and-reel pattern that 
32 Kolarik, "Mosaics,• 210-212, provides a detailed description of this 
mosaic. Throughout this work I have relied upon her descriptions of 
mosaics and have found them invaluable and accurate. Here only a 
brief summary of the major motifs wi I I be cited and the reader should 
refer to her work for ful I detai Is on the motifs, construction, 
materials, and sty I istic analysis. Discrepancies exist, however, in 
her overal I dimensions, for example, she cites the north corridor 
mosaic length at 22.35 when in fact the length is ca. 27.70 (outside 
dimensions of the bead and reel frame). Similar inaccuracies exist 
wherever large dimensions are cited and apparently no accurate plan 
was available to her. In the absence of a written dimension in this 
text the reader should refer to the drawings. 
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continues around the mosaic of the west corridor (but with a change on 
the colors used) _33 
The west corridor os paved with a geometric mosaic composed of a 
design of intersecting octagons that form squares and elongated 
hexagons.34 It os so similar in materials and technique to the north 
corridor mosaic as to make their contemporaneity without doubt. The 
field extends from the stair leading to the tricl inium to the north end 
of the west stylobate.35 Adjacent to the stair is a smal I rectangular 
field composed of a design two heart-shaped leaves set point to point.36 
The south corridor has no mosaic; a few slate paving slabs are 
preserved~ situ that indicate it was of secondary importance in the 
scheme of the bui lding.37 The east corridor, the narrowest of the four, 
has no preserved paving and was blocked off from the north corridor in 
the second major phase of the building. Nestorovic observed that the 
33 Kolarik, "Mosaics,• 211, 213-214. Materials used in the two mosaics 
are similar: yellow "tuff" (hereafter referred to as yellow brick); 
white marbles (types B, C, and D in Appendix A); and blue/grey 
I imestone. The tesserae measure from 2 to 3.5 cm. Both are dated, 
based on technique and style, to the second quarter of the fifth 
century by Kolarik. A discussion of the mosaic chronology can be 
found in Chapter Four: The House of Parthenius. 
34 Kolarik, "Mosaics,• 213-214. Materials are the same as for the north 
corridor mosaic. 
35 Kolarik, "Mosaics,• dates this mosaic to the second quarter of the 
fifth century and compares it to a repair of a mosaic in Synagogue 
Two. 
36 Kolarik, "Mosaics,• 214. The materials are the same as 1n the rest 
of the corridor. 
37 Another argument for concluding that the entrance from the south was 
a secondary, not primary, entrance. 
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northern end of this corridor was used as a latrine, presumably in the 
latter years of the building's use, although no indication of this 1s 
presently visible.38 
Planning of the Corridors and Court 
The corridors surrounding the peristyle were carefully planned, 
although their different widths obscure this. The sum of the widths of 
opposite corridors, however, indicates the intention of the builders. 
The sum of the north and south corridor (3.17 and 2.73 m., respectively) 
i.s 5. 9 m. wh i I e the. sum of the widths· of. the east and west corridor 
(1.68 and 4.28 m., respectively) is 5.96 m. The arrangement of the 
peristyle court and corridors dates from the first major phase of the 
bui I ding; see below Archaeological Discussion and Bui !ding Chronology 
for a summary of the features of each phase.39 In each case the sum 1s 
approximately 20 RF (a theoretical distance of 5.88 m.). The total 
38 Nestorovi~, "Palais," 177. See also, above, The North Corridor. 
39 The west corridor varies from 4.28 m., at its southern end, to 4.45 
m. at its northern end. This variation is due to the slight 
difference in the orientation of the western rooms as compared with 
the colonnade. The •atrium" has a third orientation, with the 
difference compensated for in the varying width of its western 
corridor. In al I three cases the components of the bui I ding were 
a I i gned with ·the adj a cent streets: the western rooms were a I i gned 
with the Via Principal is Superior, the peristyle with the Via 
Theodosia, and the "atrium" with the Via Principal is Inferior. A 
similar case of street alignment influencing the plan of a building 
is found in the Episcopal Basi I ica where the orientation of the Via 
Sacra causes the atrium to have a very irregular plan. Excavation in 
the Via Sacra has shown that it existed several centuries prior to 
the construction of the basi I ica. This leads to the conclusion that 
the street system, predating the Late Antique period, regulated 
property boundaries and the orientation of Late Antique bu·; I dings 
(with some exceptions). 
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north to south dimension of the corridors plus the peristyle was thus 
planned as 70 RF (20.58 m. as compared to a measured distance of 20.67 
m.); the east to west dimension was planned as 100 RF (including the 
pier and nymphaeum wal I of 1.82 m.), a theoretical dimension of 29.4 m. 
as compared to a measured distance of 29.12 m.40 
The Court: figures 3.10.and 3.11 
The western two-thirds of the court is paved with mosaic sloping 40 
cm. from west to east.41 Two rows of squares with diamonds and circles 
extend E-W throught the center of the court;42 while the remainder of 
the pavement is white without patterns. 
Flanking the northern and southern sides of the court are long 
"planters• (12.70 x 2.60 avg. dims.) bui It from slabs of grey/green 
sandstone.43 The planter was constructed with considerable attention to 
40 It should be noted that although the intercolumniations of the 
colonnade were carefully measured there was no need to lay out the 
remainder of the bui I ding so precisely. Dimensions vary a great 
deal, not just because of the varying orientations of the perimeters 
of the building but because of rather casual wal I construction. Wal I 
widths are rarely uniform and rooms are seldom made with their wal Is 
precisely perpendicular. 
41 Elevation at the western end 1s 140.33-140.36, at the east 139.95-
140.09. 
42 Kolarik, "Mosaics,• 217-218. The mosaic is composed of very 
irregularly cut tesserae (many cut from sculpture and inscriptions) 4 
to 8 cm. The materials are: marbles of al I the types I isted in 
Appendix A, white and pink; yellow brick; green serpentine; and 
.grey/green sandstone. The external dimensions of the squares average 
2.35 x 2.95 m. 
43 Some of the slabs are reused gravestones with inscriptions. The 
inscriptions wi I I be pub I ished separately by J. Wiseman. 
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detai I, e.g., the top is quite level (140.59-140.64) over its length and 
the blocks were installed flush with wel I finished edges. This 
indicates that Late Antique builders were quite capable of determining 
accurate levels over some distance and the mosaic floor 1s intentionally 
sloped to al low rain water to flow into the gutter at the east.44 The 
gutter 1s 70 cm. wide constructed of grey/green sandstone slabs; its 
sides are I ined with white marble. The channel is ca. 15 cm. below the 
level of the mosaic and slopes (as does the mosaic) ca. 11 cm. directing 
water from south to north, although no exit from the channel is visible. 
The Nymphaeum: figures 3.10 and 3.21 
The eastern third of the court is occupied by an elaborate 
nymphaeum with a large central basin flanked by two smaller basins on 
the north and south sides. The central basin is 4.00 x 9.20 m. 
descending to an elevation of 139.33. Its parapet 1s a masonry wal I 65-
70 cm. thick, originally plastered but the plaster 1s only preserved on 
the floor. The side basins (1.5 x 6.5 m.) were created by the 
construction of a narrow brick semicircular wall between the western 
corners of the main basin and the stylobate wal Is. It is not entirely 
certain that these should be considered basins; they may in fact be 
"planters" I ike the large rectangular "planters" just to the west. 
The basin held four semicircular brick piers along its east side 
and two on each of the northern and southern sides, to support large 
44 Many of the mosaics 
earthquake damage. 
on bedrock and have 
at Stobi were discovered badly folded because of 
Here, in the palace, they were founded directly 
maintained their original levels. 
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fluted marble bases (see "Architectural Catalog: Piscina Pedestal 
Bases"). The foundations of six are visible. On the same three sides, 
along the top of the parapet, are grey/green sandstone blocks placed 
between the positions of the fluted bases to support parapet screens 
(see "Architectural Catalog: Piscina Parapet Blocks). Cuttings, ca. 25 
cm. x 15 cm. deep of various lengths, were pre-cut and the screens were 
fitted as they were installed. 
The backdrop to the nymphaeum 1s a wal I with seven niches. Each 
opening has a total width of ca. 96 cm. with a spacing of 96 cm. 
between. The.semicircular. portion of each niche has a radius of 32 cm. 
behind a recess of ca. 13 cm. None of them survive preserved to their 
full height but this can be estimated as 1.12 m., rising from a level of 
ca. 141.35 m. Above the niches was embedded a marble cornice (See 
"Architectural Catalog: Piscina Cornice Blocks). Although none of the 
cornice blocks was found~ situ, al I but one of the members were 
recovered in the excavations. Designed to fit the placement of the 
niches and the spirally fluted bases that I ined the piscina, the axis to 
axis dimension of the projecting segments of the cornice averages 1.92 
m. except at the ends where the distance was shortened to fit against 
the piers that conclude the eastern end of each stylobate. This was not 
the original intent of the design. A-81-7 has a carved molding on the 
return face (southerly face) that was meant to be exposed to view rather 
than abutted to a wal I. Also, the symmetrical relationship to the 
niches is aborted by the arrangement at the ends of the cornice.45 
45 The earlier form of the back wal I of the nymphaeum is discussed below 
under Archaeological Discussion and Building Chronology. 
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The system of measurement used for this wal I, the niches, and the 
cornice was the "byzantine• foot (estimated as ca. 32 cm., see Chapter 
Seven). The niches are each 3 BF wide, with an interaxial dimension of 
6 BF. The cornice has the same interaxial dimension and the length of 
the wal I can be estimated as 50 BF (a measured dimension of 15.6 m.). 
The Rooms 
Room 1: figures 3.22 to 3.26 
Little of the original decoration remains.!..!!. situ in the 
tricl inium. The main part of the room preserves portions of an opus 
secti le floor of white marble and black slate. In the center of the 
room portions of a marble border surrounding a rectangular field are 
preserved (4.5 x 5.2 m.) .46 Within the apse is a wel I preserved coarse 
white monochrome mosaic.47 During excavation, fragments of wal I fresco 
were discovered (see fig. 3.24) with a geometric design that resembles 
the pattern found in the mosaic of the west corridor.48 
Entrance to the triclinium 1s via a marble stair ascending from the 
west corridor. The stair has four risers, flanked by pink marble 
46 Considering that most of the other tricl inia in Stobi residences hold 
an octagonal fountain in this location, we might wonder if further 
excavation wi I I reveal one here also. 
47 Kolarik, "Mosaics,• 216. The mosaic is of irregularly shaped 
tesserae, 4 to 7 cm. long, of white marble. Kolarik dates it to the 
second half of the fifth or early sixth century, with the repair to 
the north corridor mosaic that it resembles. 
48 Nestorovit, "Pala is," 175. 
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orthostates (marble type A), leading to a marble threshold.49 There are 
socket holes at each end of the threshold, behind the outside raised 
edge of the block, that supported double doors. This is the only room 
that preserves evidence of interior doors.SO From the tricl inium a door 
led to room 4 (elev. 142.07), while another, leading to room 2, was 
noted during the excavations by Petkovi{, higher up in the western wal I, 
apparently wel I above the floor level .51 Access was also made to room 
5, but this door was blocked at a later time.52 
Rooms 4 and 5 
These two rooms, 1n the original construction, were joined. The 
wal I dividing them from room 1 was rebui It from floor level, and the 
wal I that now separates them bonds to the later construction. The 
original access from Room 1 was to room 5; in the second major phase an 
entrance was created from Room 1 to 4 and the earlier entrance was 
blocked. In the northern room (4) Petkovic described a bench occupying 
the southern half and proposed that it served as a basement, wine 
49 The corridor floor is at 140.56, the threshold at 141.64. 
50 While many of the interior rooms simply lack evidence for restoring 
the doors, the western rooms clearly did not hold thresholds and were 
open to the corridors of the court. The situation is analogous to 
the House of Parthenius where the main room held doors and the 
elaborately decorated apsidal room, north of the court, was left 
open. 
51 Petkovic, "1929," 233. This door 1s no longer visible and 1s not 
indicated on the plan. 
52 See the next subsection, Rooms 4 and 5. 
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eel lar, or some other kind of storage room, but this is no longer 
visible.53 The southern room has only one noteworthy feature, an 
apsidal niche in its eastern wal I opposite the blocked entrance that led 
from the tricl inium. This niche was also f i I led in, probably at the 
same time as the door. 
Rooms 2 and 3 
Neither of these rooms has any outstanding features. Access from 
the northern room to room 6 was achieved by dismantling a portion of the 
north wa) I. Access between rooms 2 and 3, and from room 3 to the south 
was done similarly. The only possible entrances in the original scheme 
must have been at a higher level and, perhaps, the present floor levels 
are below the original. 
Room 10 
Room 10, or at least its northern wal I, is part of the original 
(4th c.) construction of the building. The northern face of the wal I, 
below the floor level room has an uneven surface, demonstrating that it 
was bui It before the lowering of floor levels within the court. This 
same wal I originally held three entrances, but only the westernmost was 
retained in the remodeled building, providing access from the court to 
the street at the south.54 A stair with two risers descends from the 
door to the southern corridor, from an elevation of 141.35 to 140.67. 
53 Ibid. 
54 It is this narrow door, 1.10 m. wide, that Nestorovit proposed was 
the main entrance to the bui !ding. See above: The "Atrium.• 
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The center door (1.25 m. wide) was completely blocked during the 
construction of the second major phase (when the court floor was 
lowered). The eastern end of the room was originally an extension of 
the eastern corridor; part of the wal I that partially divided the room 
from the corridor is preserved. In the second phase a blocking wal I was 
constructed across this extension to the height of the earlier floor 
level and a stair (later removed) allowed access to the eastern 
corridor. 
In the later phase of the building short piers divided the room 
into two parts and at the western end of the room wal Is were constructed 
to divide the room from the passage that led from the court to the 
southern street.55 
The Western Rooms, 6-9 
General Observations 
The rooms west of the peristyle are 72 to 82 cm. above the mosaic 
of the west corridor, reached by flights of three stairs. The two 
flights best preserved lead to rooms 7 and 9 where much of the opus 
sectile that once completely covered the brick stairs is preserved. The 
secti le was installed at the same time as the mosaic of the corridor; 
one reason why the preserved decorative phase is contemporary with the 
remodeling of the peristyle. Although the fourth-century residence 
55 The piers 1n the center of the room are no longer visible but are 
indicated on Nestorovi~'s plan. At the western end only a row of 
stones are visible now. 
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included rooms here, at the same elevation as these fifth-century rooms, 
the wal Is were completely rebui It from the level of the foundations and 
it is not certain whether or not the earlier rooms rep! icate the form of 
the later.56 
Reconstructing the facade of the rooms is difficult; today none of 
the facade wal I is preserved. The dividing walls (E-W walls) al I 
terminate in finished form at the line of the stairs. The pedestal 
column base at the center of the entrance to room 7 suggests, however, 
that the facade wal I consisted of a structurally independent arcade, 
supported in part by columns. Fortunately, a photograph taken during 
the 1929 excavation season clearly shows a fragment of a fa! !en brick 
arch that confirms this hypothesis. It is uni ikely, however, that 
columns were used continuously along the whole facade; there must have 
been piers of brick at least in front of the wal Is that divide the 
rooms. The fact that the facade wal I was not bonded with the other 
wal Is might suggest that the latter wal Is were part of the fourth-
century structure and that the facade wall was part of the remodeling. 
Also, little is preserved to suggest the form of the upper story over 
these rooms, although it is quite certain that it existed. The 
peristyle and triclinium were two stories and mul I ion columns were found 
in the debris.57 
Room 6 
56 See also "Room 9" below, and the next paragraph. 
57 Nestorovi~, "Palais,• 174. 
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This small room (3.48 x 6.59 m.) is less elaborate than the others, 
preserving no remnants of paving or wal I decoration. Surrounding the 
rear of the room is a bench, 1.10 m. deep along the back (W) wal I and 
0.60 m. along the north and south walls, extending 2.6 m. from the back 
wal I. Found in the room were three pithoi that suggest a utilitarian 
function for the room.58 The southern wal I has been broken through, 
presumably for a door although this was not part of the original wal I 
construction. At the entrance a I ine of bricks is preserved, the lowest 
step of three that once existed. 
Room 7: figures 3.27 to 3.29 
Perhaps the most unusual residential room at Stobi in that it has 
no para I lei, this room has been termed a "shrine,•59 and a "library;" 
either seems possible if we suppose this building to be the residence of 
a very wealthy citizen of Stobi .60 Against both side wal Is are masonry 
constructions, perhaps best described as shelves. The masonry rises 40 
cm. to a reused cornice 0.26 m. high, and above is more masonry r1s1ng 
to 1.0 m. above the floor. The total depth of the construction is 0.8 
m. with a "shelf" at the top 0.57 m. deep.61 
At the rear of the room 1s a f I ight of three steps r1s1ng to a 
platform 0.46 m. above the main floor. The platform is 1 m. deep and 
58 Petkovi6, "1929," 232. 
59 Ibid. 
60 Nestorovi~, "Palais,• 175. 
61 The cornice, of marble type A, 1s installed upside down. 
95 
extends the ful I width of the room. In the center is a mosaic, ca. 4 m. 
long, composed of three rectangles with diamonds.62 Embedded into the 
uppermost stair, flanking the platform, are four smal I column bases of 
white marble having a total diameter of 0.36 m. and an upper torus of 
0.26 m. These were installed at the same time as the remainder of the 
fine decoration. The center interaxial dimension is 1.42 m., some 0.40 
m. wider than the flanking interaxial dimensions. 
The main floor of the room is paved with opus sectile, a pattern of 
interlocking circles composed of white marble squares (10-11 cm. 
square), slate triangles (10 cm. to a side), and slate hexagons (ca. 9 
cm. to each side). The field 1s 3.12 m. wide (N-S) surrounded by a 
border of white marble (28-30 cm. wide). The pavement is identical to 
one located in room 7. Each appears to have been installed with a foot 
measure equal to 0.306-0.308 m.; measured from center to center between 
successive circles. 
During conservation of the mosaics 1n this room, glass paste 
tesserae (of gold and other colors) were discovered in the mortar 
bedding of the pavements. The material suggests that a wall mosaic may 
have once decorated the room.63 
62 Kolarik, "Mosaics," 218-219. The mosaic is composed of tesserae 3-6 
cm. long, irregularly cut, including green serpentine, white and pink 
marbles, and grey I imestone. Kolarik dates it to the second half of 
the fifth or early sixth century based on its similarities with the 
peristyle mosaic. 
63 M. Petrovski, "Technical Features of the Floor and Wal I Mosaics of 
Stobi," Studies III, 295. 
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Access to the room is via two semicircular stairs that flank the 
pedestal column base mentioned above. Their construction is of brick, 
encrusted with white marble. The column base (of marble type A) has 
been identified by E. Gebhard as a base from the upper story of the 
Theater scene bui lding.64 Although this is the only identified piece of 
reused theater material in the bui ldin9, its presence is a general 
chronological indicator. The Theater was not quarried for stone unti I, 
at the earliest, the very end of the fourth century. Most of the 
construction holding large amounts of Theater material, e.g., the 
Episcopal Basilica and the Episcopal Residence, were bui It in the second 
half of the fifth century.65 
Room 8: figure 3.30 
The major feature of the room 1s the fine mosaic preserved 1n its 
western half, that once fi I led the space (6.41 x 6.59 m.). The pattern 
is geometric, a grid of squares and diamonds, with an ivy rinceau 
border.66 
64 No examples of second story column bases were been found in the 
Theater, and the identification is made on the basis of its size, 
material, and carving. An identical base is located in the central 
fountain, reused in the masonry. 
65 Excavation and analysis have placed the abandonment of the theater at 
the very end of the fourth century, see Gebhard, "Theater,• 18, and 
the construction of the Episcopal Basi I ica has a terminus post quern 
of 425-450, see J. Wiseman, "Stobi 1970-1977: A Review," Studies III 
136. 
66 Kolarik, "Mosaics,• 214-216. Tesserae are white marble, grey/green 
I imestone, and yellow brick. Kolarik dates the the mosaic to the 
second quarter of the fifth century, contemporary to the corridor 
mosaics. 
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Room 9: figure 3.31 
Room 9 has an apse at its western end, not bonded with the exterior 
wal I at the north but bonded with the wal I that separates rooms 8 and 9. 
This would indicate that the northern exterior wal I predates the 
creation of the western rooms. The room is paved with opus secti le, 
identical to, and certainly installed at the same time as, the pavement 
in room 7. Surrounding the field is a border of grey slate. The stairs 
are wel I preserved, with much of the marble incrustation, and are on the 
axis of the mosaic design of the north corridor. 
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Architectural Catalog 
The Peristyle Capitals: figures 3.32 to 3.34 
Seven capitals from the peristyle have been recovered in the 
excavations, and another two were found reused in the wal Is of the House 
of Peristerias.67 Al I are of the same locally quarried stone, type A 
(sample 2 of the petrographic analysis [Appendix A] is a capital 
fragment), and they are undoubtedly of local manufacture. There 1s 
considerable variation in the dimensions and·, as can be seen in the 
photographs, in the carving of details. Where preserved, centering 
lines and a pinhole (for a lathe?) can be seen on the top and bottom 
surfaces. A-81-16 has a large alpha on its bottom surface (5 cm. high) 
but no other pieces have mason marks and it 1s uncertain what the letter 
served to denote. Perhaps, the fact that only one example is marked 
indicates that it was the model for rest. 
67 A-81-22 and A-81-23 are reused in rooms 35 and 37, respectively. 
These rooms are just across the street from the palace. Their reuse 
is another indication that the very poorly constructed rooms, in the 
H. of Peristerias and elsewhere, postdate the major destruction of 
the site at the end of the sixth or early seventh century. 
Sokolovska, "Peristerias,• fig. 10, i I lustrates A-81-23 within the 
wal I of Room 37. She dates the late wal Is to the period postdating 
the Gothic invasion of 479. 
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TABLE 3.2 
THEODOSIAN PALACE: THE CAPITALS 
Inventory Height Base Molding Upper 
Number Diameter Height Diameter 
A-81-15 39.0 39.0 6.0 41.5 
A-81-16 33.0 33.8 6.0 46.0 
A-81-17 39.5 37.8 6.0 (51.5)* 
A-81-18 (43.5)• 39.4 7.0 (45.5)• 
A-81-19 36.5 31.0 7.0 (42.0) .. 
A-81-20 30.0 40.0 7.0 (47.0)· 
A-81-21 39.0 36.0 6.5 (47.5)• 
A-81-22 35.0 38.5 ••• •.• 
A-81-23 38.7 37.5 7.0 (46 .0) 
• Estimated dimension 
•.• Badly damaged, dimension unavai I able 
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Piscina Cornice Blocks: figure 3.35 
Fourteen of the original fifteen cornice blocks are preserved; the 
missing member is the block that terminated the cornice at the north 
end. Al I are of white marble and intact, except for smal I chips and 
some damage on the northern edges of A-81-9 and 10. Block A-81-7 is the 
terminating block at the south end of the cornice. It can also readily 
be seen that blocks A-81-6 and 13 were joined; the projection on block 6 
would have made up for the shortness of block 13. Blocks A-81-10, and 
14 were at the northern and southern ends, respectively, adjoining the 
final projecting cornice. This is proven by their shorter dimensions; 
it is only at these two locations that the cornice does not have a 
symmetrical relationship with the niches in the wal I. The cornice 
blocks are a secondary carving of this stone. This can be seen in block 
A-81-2 where the back edge exhibits a molding from a previous carving; 
likewise on block A-81-4. Block A-81-5 has clamp cuttings at both front 
and back that probably date from a previous use. Block A-81-6 has a 
circular cutting in its southern side, likewise from a previous usage. 
Block A-81-10 has several dowel holes in its top surface that have no 
relationship to its use as a cornice. The previous use of these blocks 
has not been determined. 
Each block was carefully fitted to the next, anathyrosis is present 
at al I the joints, but no clamps were employed, rather the embedding of 
the blocks within the wal I fabric held the cornice in place. 
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TABLE 3.3 
THEODOSIAN PALACE: PISCINA CORNICE BLOCKS 
Inventory Length Height Location 
A-81-1 55.3 20.0 Pi sci na 
A-81-2 53.5 20.5 Court· - north 
A-81-3 55.8 20.0 H n 
A-81-4 57.0 20.5 
" - south 
A-81-5 53.5 20.0 • n 
A-81-6 54.0• 20.0 n n 
A-81-7 44.5 .. 20.0 • n 
A-81-8 138.5 20.0 n - north 
A-81-9 137.5 20.0 • • 
A-81-10 106.0 20.5 Piscina 
A-81-11 136.4 20.5 Court - south 
A-81-12 136.5u$ 21.0 n • 
A-81-13 128.8 20.5 n n 
A-81-14 107.2 20.5 • n 
• projects an additional 7.5 cm . 
•• this is an end piece 
••• the length varies considerably, to 138.0 
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Piscina Pedestal Bases: figures 3.36 to 3.39 
Al I eight of the fluted pedestal bases that I ined the p1sc1na are 
preserved. They are of marble type B (see Appendix A), a fine grained 
locally quarried white marble. Two groups are present, half have their 
rear corners cut away and half do not. The notches (cut-away corners) 
on the rear sides are 10-14 cm. wide by 10-12 cm. deep that held the 
balustrade slabs that I ined the p1sc1na. Fluting on the sides of both 
groups extends only to the position of the cut-away corner; on those 
without notches there is an uncarved band corresponding to the width 
that the notch would occupy. Al I were supported by semi-circular piers 
made from bricks that raised them to the height of the top of the 
p1sc1na. Above the spiral fluting is a double molding (ca. 8 cm. tal I) 
that projects ca. 4 cm. from the vertical line of sides. On the top 
surface a channel (ca. 3 x 3 cm.) extends from front to back. Flanking 
the front part of the channel are four dowel holes, except on A-81-29 
which has a circular cutting ca. 19 cm. in diameter, 1.5 cm. deep, and 
ca. 3 cm. wide. The bottoms of those with notches have along their 
outer edge an inscribed circle; within the circle the surface 1s very 
rough and unfinished. A discussion of the restored position of each 
group is in the section on "Piscina Parapet Blocks.• 
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TABLE 3.4 
THEODOSIAN PALACE: PISCINA PEDESTAL BASES 
Inventory Height Width Depth Notched 
A-81-29 68.5 73.7 73.5 
A-81-30 70.0 73.7 73.0 x 
A-81-31 70.0 71.0 75.0 x 
A-81-32 76.0 77 .0 77.0 
A-81-33 70.0 74.5 73.0 x 
A-81-34 67.0 73.3 73.5 x 
A-81-35 66.5 77.0 77 .0 
A-81-36 69.0 75.5 76.0 
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Piscina Parapet Blocks: figures 3.40 to 3.41 
Three kinds of blocks are represented among the seven preserved 
examples: blocks A-81-24 and 25, of local marble type A, with a 
decorated frieze 24 cm. high along the top; blocks A-81-26 to 28, of 
local marble type A, undecorated; and A-81-116 and 117, of fine grained 
white marble (perhaps type D), finely carved. Al I have cuttings for 
dowels and or clamps. 
The dimensions of the parapet blocks al low us to reconstruct the 
positions of the two groups of fluted bases, and the parapet blocks 
themselves. The average space between bases of the eastern side was 
1.175 m. (an interaxial dim. of 1.92 less the avg. width of a base, 
74.5). A-81-24 and 25 are the only blocks long enough to span the 
average space between the bases along the eastern side. The notched 
fluted bases must also have been positioned on this side to accommodate 
the extra width of the parapet slabs. On top of the parapets of the 
eastern side are extensive cuttings that probably held the sculpture 
that was found in the area. 
The average space between bases of the northern and southern sides 
was 85 cm. if we restore them evenly spaced (4.05 less 2 x 74.5 divided 
by 3). This is approximately equal to the width of A-81-26 (82 cm.), if 
we place it between two of the unnotched spiral bases. A-81-27 and 28, 
of an average length of 109 cm., would fit on the ends of the northern 
and southern sides where a longer parapet is needed to create a corner 
with the parapet of the eastern side. A-81-116 and 117 rested upon 
slabs of the northern and southern side, bringing the total height to 
98.5-116.5 (min. and max. dim.). 
Inventory 
Number 
A-81-24• 
A-81-25 
A-81-26 
A-81-27 
A-81-28 
A-81-116 
A-81-117 
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TABLE 3.5 
THEODOSIAN PALACE: PISCINA PARAPET BLOCKS 
Length Height Th. 
126.5 91.0 24.0 
121.5 91.0 25.0 
82.0 64.7 22.0 
109.5 58.0 15.0 
108.5 66.5 26.0 
82.5 50.0 
107.0 40.5 
Decoration 
frieze 24 cm. high along top: 
kantharos in center flanked by 
trees, house or tent with conical 
roof at each end 
I i ke A-81-24 
semicircular, with pie-shaped 
seal lops, egg and dart along outer 
rim; National Museum Inv. No. 
16/IV 
three palmettes with.acanthus 
below; National Museum Inv. No. 
17/IV 
• for the location of dowels, see drawing 
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TABLE 3.6 
THEODOSIAN PALACE: MISCELLANEOUS ARCHITECTURAL PIECES 
Inv. No. description Width Height Length Decoration 
A-81-37 console 30.0 16.5 77.0 acanthus 
fig. 3.42 
A-81-38 console 30.0 16.0 acanthus 
A-81-3g pedestal 65.0 58.0 63.0 
base 
A-81-40 mul I ion 15.0 107.0 41.5 fluted on one side 
column with ionic capital, 
figs. 3.43 in two fragments, 
and 3.44 one of two columns 
A-81-41 mul I ion 27.0 15.0 62.0 crudely carved 
base 
A-81-42 mul I ion 3g_2 13.5 62.0 undecorated 
capita I cutting on one side 
- 6.5 x 6.0 cm. 
plinth height upper 
width diameter 
A-81-118 column 44.0 14.5 36.0 
base 
A-81-llg column 44.0 13.5 37.0 
base 
A-81-120 column 40.0 17.0 32.0 
base 
A-81-121 column 41.0 16.5 33.0 
base 
A-81-122 column 32.0 g_5 28.0 
base 
A-81-123 column 57.5 30.5 45.0 
height upper upper lower lower 
diam. mldg. diam mldg. 
A-81-124 column 220 24.0 27.5 29.0 
(est.) 
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A-81-125 column 2.93 38.0 43.0 
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Archaeological Discussion and Building Chronology 
The Excavations 
In 1974 excavation was conducted near the northwest corner of the 
court, at the western corner of the northern sandstone •ptanter.•68 
There were two purposes: to test the construction deposits beneath the 
courtyard mosaic and within the northern planter, and to expose the 
remainder of an inscription that was partially visible on the sandstone 
block at the corner of the "planter.• The results were disappointing, 
considering the effort involved in I ifting the mosaic floor, since 
bedrock was found only 7· to 12 cm. below the mosaic floor and no 
deposits containing datable material were present (fig. 3.46) _69 
Beneath the mosaic was a thin layer of hard red mortar containing brick 
chips. Below that is a thin layer of gray/green clay, part of the 
bedrock that lies just beneath.70 
Excavation in the "planter" was equally disappointing, it was found 
to be fi I led with a single deposit of gray/brown si It 40 cm. deep 
overlaying bedrock (fig. 3.47). No datable material was found. The top 
few centimeters of the deposit contained several pieces of window glass, 
fallen, perhaps, from the second story above the court. 
68 Notebook 65, pp. 55-104. 
69 The bedrock, gray/green sandstone, I ies at 140.20 - 140.24 and the 
mosaic elevation is 140.31. 
70 The north corridor- mosaic mortar bedding also contains an admixture 
of brick chips, another reason for considering these two pavements as 
contemporary. 
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At the same time as this excavation, the courtyard pavement nearby 
was cleaned and consolidated. This activity had some unexpectedly 
rewarding results when several coins were discoverd beneath areas of 
disturbed paving. Five coins were discovered beneath the mosaic, three 
of which were datable providing a terminus post quern of 408-423 for the 
installation of the paving.71 
At the east end of the north corridor, where the mosaic 1s damaged 
by the later construction of a drain, another smal I excavation was 
conducted in 1973 (see figs. 3.48 and 3.49). This drain and the wal I at 
the east end of the corridor were cleared in the hope of determining ·th....-
purpose of the drain and the form of the eastern entrance to the north 
corridor.72 The juxtaposition and relationship of the features exposed 
by the test make it clear that the drain was constructed after the 
installation of the north corridor geometric mosaic and it destroyed ca. 
80 cm. of the pave,,.ent. The drain was apparently constructed to direct 
water from south to north, i.e. away from the nymphaeum, but no 
71 Notebook 65, pp. 49-52. The context was not sealed, although al I 
were beneath the level of the mosaic. Al I were found near the 
entrance at the west end of the court in an area where the mosaic 1s 
damaged. 74-171 was found adhered to the mosaic mortar bedding 
beneath a layer of earth and disturbed tessare, 2.2 m. south of the 
southern jamb of the entrance and 0.85 m. east of the west stylobate. 
71-172 was found in the earth layer 50 cm. further north. 71-173 and 
71-174 were found while sieving the same deposit. 71-178 was found 
2.2 m. north of the same door jamb, 0.80 m. from the west stylobate 
in the same context. Coins 71-171 and 178 were i I legible fourth or 
fifth-century issues. 74-172 was an issue of 3g5-408; 74-173 an 
issue of 346-361; and 74-174 an issue of 408-423. Kolarik dates the 
mosaic to the second half of the fifth century or early sixth 
century, one-half century, or more, later than the corridor mosaics 
and t_he date indicated by the coins. 
72 Notebook 65, pp. 11-47. 
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connection to the basin of the nymphaeum was established. It may in 
fact have been used to drain the latrine that was located behind the 
nymphaeum. The bottom of the drain rests at 139.35 - 139.45 and 1s 
CQvered by sandstone slabs at 140.23. 
Overlaying the threshold a section of white monochrome mosaic 1s 
preserved, 75 x 25 cm. at an elevation of 140.28, that is probably 
contemporary with the north corridor mosaic.73 The threshold mosaic 
predates the construction of the drain because many of its tesserae were 
found 1n the fi I I between the drain and the threshold wal I, below the 
level of the drain. 
On the eastern side of the entrance (within room 12) another trial 
excavation was made.74 There, a series of three surfaces were excavated 
at elevations of 140.37, 140.23, and 140.17 (see fig. 3.48). The 
highest consists of only a few sandstone slabs on the southern edge of 
the trench. The second was a layer of mortar with brick chips. Because 
of the corresponding levels and similarity of material between this 
surface and the mortar beddings of the mosaics in the north corridor and 
on the threshold, it seems I ikely that al I three are contemporary. The 
surface in Room 12 once held a mosaic or tessalated floor, perhaps an 
extension of the mosaic on the threshold. 
73 Kolarik, "Mosaics," 207, 212-213, dates this threshold mosaic, and a 
similar white monochrome mosaic in the apse of the tricl inium to the 
second half of the fifth or early sixth century, i.e. postdating the 
north corridor mosaic. Kolarik considers it likely that this coarser 
threshold mosaic once "covered the entire east end of the corridor" 
(p. 207), but there is no evidence for that. 
74 Trench 2, Notebook 65, pp. 39-47. The trench was 1 m. N-S by 3.3 m. 
E-W, extending across the entire width of Room 12. 
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The lowest surface 1s a layer of smal I stones packed into a hard 
earth layer, probably a bedding for the floor just above. A deposit of 
light brown earth beneath the level of this lowest surface yielded a 
coin of Theodosius II (425-425 A.O.) .75 
Based upon the coins recovered from this area and the couryard the 
second major phase of the bui I ding has a terminus post quern of 425-450. 
It is also significant that the terminus post quern indicated here is 
consistent with evidence elsewhere in the city for a destruction ca. 450 
A.O. 
Building Chronology 
The sequence of construction between the two major phases and the 
components of each phase are made clear by the relationship among 
several wal Is and features in various parts of the building. It was 
mentioned above, in the description of the remains, that the courtyard 
and its corridors are sunken below the level of the rooms that surround 
them to the south, east, and west. The stylobate wal Is and the entrance 
to the courtyard have very rough surfaces that contrast strongly with 
wal I construction elsewhere in the building. Asimilar feature was 
noted in the north wal I of room 10 (the south wal I of the south corridor 
along the courtyard). A clear difference between the roughly coursed 
stone of the lower part of the wall and the smoothly coursed stonework 
of the upper part of the wal I can be seen, with the dividing point at 
the elevation of the floor within Room 10. The rough appearance results 
75 LOT 858, excavated from 140.17 to 139.95. Coin 73-106. 
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from their manner of construction; they were bui It as foundations within 
trenches dug below what was intended to be the floor level of the 
building (ca. 141.20 m.). The stones were simply heaped into the 
trenches rather than carefully coursed as one would bui Id a wal I above 
ground level. This evidence shows that the courtyard floor was 
originally at the level of surrounding rooms, and subsequently lowered 
1n the second major construction phase of the building. 
Another area where this change can be documented is a short section 
of wal I at the north end of the west corridor of the peristyle, adjacent 
to Room 9 (fig .. 3.52) "'. Behind the corridor wal I stands a continuation 
of the north wal I of Room 9, which extends 4.57 m. beyond the corner of 
the room to the east. At that point it originally had a corner and 
extended south toward the west stylobate wal I. This is visible in fig. 
3.52, just to the right of the meter stick in the photograph. At a 
later date the section of wal I immediately behind and to the left of the 
meter stick, i.e., the present corridor wal I, was constructed, but this 
occured before the lowering of the courtyard floor, as shown by the 
irregular foundation visible at the far left in the photograph. The 
wal I further east (the north wal I of the north corridor) was constructed 
after the courtyard was lowered. 
At the eastern end of the north corridor similar modifications can 
be seen (see figs. 3.50 and 3.51; the excavations in this area were 
described above). The original entrance to the north corridor, from 
Room 12, had door piers, 0.45-0.50 m. wide, that framed an opening, 2.25 
m. wide. Later the piers were removed, widen i n·g the entrance to the 
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ful I width of the corridor, although low stubs of the original piers 
were not removed. Several other features were bui It at the time the 
pters were removed: the north wal I of the north corridor and the walls 
of room 12 were constructed, and the geometric paving of the corridor 
was installed. Also, the wall blocking the eastern from the northern 
corridor was constructed at the same time or just prior to the corridor 
mosaic (fig. 3.50).76 The relationship of al I these features is 
particularly important because it demonstrates that the •atrium• was 
contemporary with the lowering of the peristyle court. The north wal I 
of Room 12 bonds with the wal Is of the •atrium.• 
One more wal I, in the same area, can be shown to have existed prior 
to the lowering of the court, an earlier form of the back wall of the 
nymphaeum (fig. 3.50 center). The north end of the wal I originally 
extended beyond the line of the stylobate by an estimated 60 cm. and 
then turned to the west, while the south end of the wal I is preserved 
extending 40 cm. beyond the line of the south stylobate. Before the 
mosaic 1n the north corridor was installed, the extension to the north 
was removed.77 While it is apparent, from an examination of the north 
76 The blocking wal I has mortar with a large amount of brick chips in 
it, while the other wal Is do not. Elsewhere at Stobi, this kind of 
mortar is used in wal Is that were meant to come into contact with 
water; e.g., the mortar surface of the nymphaeum has a large amount 
of brick chips. Considering its proximity to the nymphaeum, the 
wal I "s construction suggests that it may be contemporary with the 
nymphaeum. 
77 During documentation and conservation of the mosaic, it was observed 
that a smal I area had col lapsed due to a weak foundation. The wal I 
was discovered beneath the mosaic immediately adjacent to the 
col lapsed section. The return to the west extends ca. 6.3 m; a 
dimension estimated by observing the length of a fold in the mosaic, 
created by the weak mosaic bedding alongside the wal I. 
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end of the wal I, that the original wal I was bui It when floor levels were 
higher, that longer wall should not be regarded as belonging to the 
fourth-century phase of the building. The original end of the longer 
wal I would have been ca. 1.5 m. beyond the last niche, the same 
dimension preserved at the south end of the wal I _78 Thus, the 
symmetrical relationship of the longer wal I with the niches bui It into 
it, suggests that the nymphaeum was partially constructed with somewhat 
longer dimensions before the courtyard floors were lowered.79 
Table 3.7 summarizes the chronology of building features. 
TABLE 3.7 
CHRONOLOGY OF BUILDING FEATURES 
Phase I: Mid-Late Fourth Century 
1. Most wal Is that define rooms west of the •atrium" 
2. The peristyle court at a higher floor level. 
Phase II: Third Quarter of the Fifth Century 
1. The •atrium• 
2. Most wal Is in the western part of the complex are rebui It 
Rooms remodeled with fresco and mosaic 
3. The lower floor level of the peristyle court, including the 
mosaics of the corridors and central court 
4. Remodeling of the colonnades with spirally fluted bases and 
capitals 
78 The total length of the original wal I was thus ca. 15.6 m., or 50 
B.F. 
79 Reasons for the lowering of the floor level are suggested in Chapter 
Six, in the subsection on the Late Antique water supply. 
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5. Addition of the nymphaeum (after an aborted attempt to bui Id a 
nymphaeum of slightly larger dimensions, possibly at the 
original higher floor level) with spirally fluted bases, 
architrave, and sculpture 
Phase !Ia: Sixth Century? 
1. Latrine behind nymphaeum and drain in north corridor. 
2. Possible dismantling of the south colonnade. 
3. Blocking wal I in the west corridor of the atrium. 
4. Additions of the cistern and rooms south of the main bui !ding. 
5. Modifications in rooms 2 and 3, a possible lowering of floor 
levels and doorways constructed leading from room 6 to the room 
with the cistern. 
The first major phase can only be dated by comparison with other 
residential structures at Stobi and by the chronology of major events 
that affected the city as a whole (see Chapters One and Six). In the 
absence of the excavation of construction deposits that might provide a 
more precise date, we can only date it generally to the mid to late 
fourth century. For the second phase there are the coins found beneath 
the mosaic of the court that provide a terminus post quern of 408-423, a 
deposit excavated beneath the floor of room 12 with a coin dating 425-
450, and the evidence of major destruction in the city ca. 450 A.D. This 
evidence indicates a construction date in the middle of the century, 
probably the third quarter (see The Episcopal Residence: Chronology: 
Phase II Deposits; and Other Residential Structures: The West Cemetery). 
The mosaic chronology wi I I be considered in Chapter Five. 
There is no evidence for dating modifications that occur after the 
second major bui I ding phase. The bui I ding appears to have been 
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destroyed, however, in the last years of the sixth century, and repairs 
probably date throughout the sixth century. Evidence for the 
destruction date are the coins of Justin II and M. Tiberius found 1n 
room 9 by Petkovic (see the Introduction to this chapter) and this 
evidence agrees with that found elsewhere in the city. 
117 
Catalog of Sculpture 
The large collection of sculpture found in the peristyle court 
contains pieces dating from Hellenistic times through the Late Antique 
period, pieces that traveled far to reach Stobi as we! I as local 
products. Unfortunately, the exact location where any were installed 
cannot be determined, although cuttings on the parapet slabs of the 
nymphaeum indicate that many must have rested there. The sculpture also 
provides some insight into Late Antique tastes and. sensibi I ities, for 
here, long after the establishment of Christianity, we have a large and 
prominent display of pagan.sculpture in the residence of a wealthy 
Stobean. The collection contains such diversity that one might suppose 
it was collected specifically as an exhibition of ancient culture and, 
perhaps, of sculptural style. We must also suppose that the sculpture 
held no religious meaning, except 1n an academic sense, for surely 1n 
the latter half of the fifth and the sixth centuries pagan rituals 1n an 
urban setting had long disappeared. 
Equally intriguing are the imp I ications of the collection, and the 
grandeur of the bui I ding, for the status of its owner. The residence 
far exceeds any other known at Stobi and implies not only a wealthy 
owner but an owner with a cosmopolitan education, perhaps a district 
governor or magistrate, someone whose office would require the grand 
setting of this palace. Indeed, we could hardly imagine its owner to be 
less than someone who has attained the highest of secular off ices. 
The catalog that fol lows is a brief I ist of al I the major pieces 
(several minor fragments briefly mentioned in the excavation reports of 
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1927 to 1929 are not included) for reference purposes only. The reader 
should refer to the pub I ications listed below for additional 
information. Al I are part of the collections of the National Museum of 
Beograd, and we are grateful to the museum directors for permission to 
photograph and include them here. 
Bronzes 
1. Flute playing satyr 
National Museum, Inv. No. 822/I. Dancing satyr playing 
flute, 1.12 m. high, complete except for base and flute. 
Holes in feet for- attachment to base are f i I led with lead, 
thus it is assumed that the base was marble. 
Publications: Petkovic, "Skulpture," 13-16, 34, figs. 2-3, 
dated to Hellenistic period; Bronza, no. 65, dated to 2nd c. 
B.C. by Lj. Popovic; M. Grbit, "Dva satira iz Stobia,• 
Umetni~ki pregled 1 (1937-1938) 310-312. 
2. Dancing satyr (fig. 3.53) 
National Museum, Inv. No. 823/I. Dancing satyr, 0.79 m. 
high, with base 0.07 m. high, complete. Head is crowned, 
left hand holds a vessel. Base is in two parts, a round 
base upon which sits the figure, and a square base with four 
legs holding bearded figures. 
Publications: Petkovit, "Skulpture,• 16-21, 33, figs. 4-5, 
dated to Hellenistic period; Bronza, no. 66, dated to 2nd c. 
B.C. by Lj. Popovic: M. Grbic, ibid. 
3. Venus (fig. 3.54) 
National Museum, Inv. No. 2722/III. 
drapery between legs, 0.285 m. high, 
Publications: Petkovit, "Skulpture," 
Bronza no. 93. 
Venus (Aphrodite) with 
missing right arm. 
21-22, 34, figs. 6-7; 
4. Apollo (fig. 3.55) 
5. Lar 
National Museum, Inv. No. 2764/III. Apollo playing the 
zither, 0.15 m. high, missing his right hand. 
Pub! ications: Petkovic, "Skulpture,• 24, 34, figs. 9-10; 
Bronza no. 77, dated to 1st c. A.C. by M. Velickovic. 
National Museum, Inv. No. 2784/III. Dancing Lar dressed in 
angusticlavian tunic, 0.23 m. high, missing lower right arm. 
Held a drinking vessel in his left hand above his head, in 
the right a cup. 
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Publications: Petkovit, "Skulpture,• 24-25, 34, figs. 11-12; 
Bronza no. 115. 
6. FortuM 
Marble 
National Museum, Inv. No. 2777/lll. Fortuna, 0.085 m. high, 
with tower crown. Left hand holds a cornucopiae, the right 
a wh~I. 
Publications: Petkovit, "Skulpture,• 25, 34, fig. 13; Bronza 
no. 111. 
7. Relief of Nymphs with Pan (fig. 3.56) 
National Museum. Three Nymphs with Pan dancing round an 
altar, H. 0.52 m., W. 0.62 m., complete in three fragments. 
On the altar is a grape vine, at the far right a bearded 
river god with horns (perhaps Acheloos), and underneath a 
bull's head. Pan, who is horned, and the nymph to the far 
left bear a lynx skin. 
Publication: Petkovic, "Skulpture,• 12-13, 32-33, fig. 1, 
copy (or interpretation) of an archaic relief, dated to 4th 
c. B.C. 
8. Dionysos (figs. 3.57 and 3.58) 
National Museum. Dionysos with panther, H. 0.87 m., W. 0.37 
m., in four fragments, missing left hand and right arm. 
Base (10 cm. high) holds bi I ingual inscription: a dedication 
by L(ucius) Dexsius Longinus in the consular year of 
P(ublio) Dasumius Rusticus, the third consulship of Hadrian 
(119 A.O.). 
Publications: Petkovic, "Skulpture,• 22-23, 33, fig. 8; 
Saria, B., Ein Dionysosvotiv aus dem Konsulatsjahr des P. 
Dasumius Rusticus, JOAI 26 (1930) 64-74, figs. 43-45. 
9. Relief of Cybele (fig. 3.59) 
National Museum. Cybele, with crown, enthroned with 
flanking I ions, H. 0.47 m.,. W. 0.47 m., complete in two 
fragments. 
Publication: Petkovit, "Skulpture," 26, 34, fig. 14. 
10. Venus (fig 3.60) 
National Museum. Torso of Venus, H. 0.45 m., missing head, 
arms, and legs below knees. 
Publication: Petkovit, "Skulpture," 27-30, 34, figs. 15-16. 
11. Poseidon Head (fig. 3.61) 
National Museum. Poseidon head, H. 0.45 m., nose broken. 
Publication: Petkovic, "Skulpture,• 30-32, 34-35, fig. 18. 
12. Kore (fig. 3.62) 
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National Museum, Inv. 812/I. Head of Kore (Artemis?). 
Publications: Petkovit, "Skulpture," 32, 35, fig. 1g; Mano-
Zissi (1973) 190-191, fig. 93, considers the head to be 
Artemis Lochia, and dates it to the Hellenistic period. 
13. Hygieia 
National Museum. Hygieia in double chiton, preserved only 
below waist, with tree and snake. 
Publication: Petkovit, "Skulpture,• 32, 35, fig. 20. 
14. Lion's paw furniture leg 
National Museum, Inv. 880/IV. Fragment of furniture leg 
with lion's paw. H. 0.445 (pres.), W. 0.23, D. 24.0. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 
THE HOUSE OF PARTHENIUS 
Description of the Remains 
General Descriptionl 
The House of Parthenius is the smallest of the Stobi residences 
thus far excavated,2 covering only 500 sq. meters, and was constructed 
against the SW corner of the Theodosian Palace,3 nearly 1n the center 
of the city (see figs. 1.3 and 3.2 for plans of the city and the 
bui I ding complex). It 1s, however, the best preserved: the wal Is are 
preserved to a considerable height, and the majority of the carved 
architectural members survive. Contrary to the post-destruction 
activities found in other residences, where large amounts of building 
material were removed and crude habitations constructed, there was 
little or no disturbance here. 
1 The residence was excavated 1n 1930, by the National Museum of 
Beograd, as a continuation of work in the Theodosian Palace. See 
Petkovic, "1930,• 188-191. A description of the excavations is 
provided in the previous chapter. 
2 Not including the one- and two-room dwellings bui It over the theater, 
or the post-destruction dwel I ings scattered over the site. 
3 Formerly, both residences were called the 'House of Parthenius.' 
Since 1970 the larger residence has been termed the 'Theodosian 
Palace' while the smaller has retained the earlier title. This name 
is derived from a wheel stamp bearing the Greek inscription ITAPBENIOY 
(see fig. 4.27) found in Room 4. 
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The structure is composed of six rooms and a courtyard, bounded by 
streets on the eastern and southern sides. Entrances to the house are 
located on each of these streets. The street to the east is the 
southern portion of the Via Principal is Inferior, but is considerably 
reduced in width, to ca. 2.6 m., compared to the same street further 
north alongside the Central Fountain. At some point in time, probably 
during the late fifth century, the street was filled with a large water 
conduit, along its western side, that rises above the former street 
level. The date is implied by the fact that the conduit supplied water 
to the Centra.1 fountain.and was part of major renovations throughout 
this section of the town. The presence of the conduit may also indicate 
that the entrance to the house from the south is the more important one, 
since the Via Principal is Inferior was here a narrow alley. The unnamed 
street along the southern side varies in width from 3.3 to 5.0 m. with 
numerous structures encroaching upon the original street. Additions to 
the rebui It Theodosian Palace, the House of Parthenius, and structures 
to the south intruded onto and narrowed what was probably a major artery 
on the earlier city.4 
Each entrance to the House of Parthenius opens onto an L-shaped 
corridor that leads to the peristyle court. The southern entrance 
should probably be regarded as the more formal entry since it originates 
4 It appears that major circulation in this part of the city was E-W. 
The Via Principal is as it extends past the Central Basi I ica complex, 
Ci vi I Basi I ica, and North Basilica is considerably narrower than the 
street passing between the House of Psalms and the Large Bath. 
Nonetheless the Via Principal is Inferior was the only access to the 
three basi I icas. 
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from a broader street and leads more directly to the peristyle, without 
g1v1ng access to any other rooms of the residence. 
In general the house is bui It of wal Is 60 to 70 cm. thick,5 of 
stone masonry, bonded with lime mortar. There 1s very I ittle use of 
either spolia or brick within the preserved wal Is. The superstructure 
was quite likely made of mud-brick or terra pise, as in most other Stobi 
buildings. No traces of fresco, revetment, or wal I mosaics remain. 
The Peristyle Court: figures 4.1 to 4.7 
The peristyle at the southwestern corner of the residence, encloses 
an open court of ca. 48 sq. meters paved with sandstone (fig. 4.1 to 
4.4) .6 At the western end of the court is a nymphaeum, 2.40 m. wide and 
5.86 m. long, 90 cm. below the sandstone floor of the court.7 On two 
sides, north and east, is a stylobate of grey/green sandstone blocks ca. 
60 cm. high and 55 cm. wide. The eastern stylobate is complete and 
preserves an entrance, 1.22 m. wide, on the E-W axis. Only three blocks 
of the northern stylobate (those furthest east) are wel I-preserved; 
extending 1.6 m. from the NE interior corner. Further west (2.2 m.) 
fragments of 3 more blocks are preserved, fol lowed by a parapet built of 
5 The average wal I width should be considered as ca. 64 cm., or 2 
Byzantine feet. 
6 Interior dimensions of the court are: east - 6.01 m.; west - 5.86 m.; 
north - 8.34 m.; and south - 7.78 m. The sandstone paving is 
composed of slabs generally placed in rows that run E to W: slabs 
vary in width from ca. 79 to 90 cm.; length from 135-180 cm. 
7 The basin floor is at an elevation of 139.08 m., the floor of the 
court at ca. 140.00 m. The basin varies in width from 2.38 to 2.43 
m. 
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mortared masonry (ca. 2.96 m. Jong). This masonry parapet is an 
integral part of the construction of the basin, an upward extension of 
the basin's north wal I. A base (47 cm. square) of marble (type A) 1s 
located at the eastern end of this masonry parapet.8 In the space 
between the wel I-preserved blocks at the east and the fragments further 
west a mortar floor bedding has been uncovered, indicating that an 
entrance was located here as wel I .9 
The parapet along the south side of the court is also constructed 
of mortared masonry. Bui It into this, however, are two sandstone blocks 
(see figs. 4.5 and 4.6) that support marble column bases, J..!!. situ.10 A 
third marble base (A-81-76) is preserved apparently J..!!. situ at the 
corner, upon the southernmost sandstone block of the east stylobate. To 
the east niches are preserved above the basin: two are placed 
symmetrically on the axis of the basin,11 and a third,12 just east of 
the previous two, located directly over the eastern wal I of the basin 
(fig. 4.7), has no symmetrical arrangement with the other two niches, 
8 Its upper surface is at 140.76 m. 
9 Nestorovic, "Palais,• 182, fig. 121, restores a continuous parapet. 
10 Nestorovit makes no mention of these blocks, nor of the marble column 
bases that were found on them; indeed, he restores a continuous wal I 
rather than an arcade on the southern side of the court, see below 
Bui I ding Chronology and Reconstruction. 
11 Their bottom surface is at an elevation of ca. 139.80. The niches 
are semicircular in section, 45 to 48 cm. wide and 22 to 27 cm. deep, 
placed 75 cm. apart and symmetrical to the N-S axis of the basin. 
Nestorovit restored two similar niches in the north wall of the 
basin, but no sign of these can be seen in the wel I-preserved wal I. 
12 The third niche is 38 cm. wide and 29 cm. deep. 
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and is different in size and vertical placement. What is more, it seems 
to have no relationship with any other preseved feature in the court. I 
conclude that the niche is part of an earlier arrangement. These 
features of the south stylobate (i.e., the niches and mortared 
construction of the stylobate) are the only indication that there may 
have been a predecessor to the House of Parthenius. 
The Nymphaeum: figures 4.7 to 4.14 
In many respects the nymphaeum and peristyle court are an imitation 
of the Theodosian Palace: the three-sided peristyle, sunken basin, and 
the decoration of the facade behind the nymphaeum with a cornice and 
niches are all smaller versions of the features found in the palace. The 
facade is wel I preserved with many of its elements sti I I ~situ. The 
marble cornice has fragments of seven blocks preserved~ situ, with 
their upper surface at an elevation of 140.88, i.e., 1.8 m. above the 
floor of the piscina (see figs. 4.8 to 4.10). The height is 17.5 cm., 
and its upper edge protrudes 16 cm. from the face of the wal I. Every 
other block (59 to 60 cm. wide) juts forward 25.5 cm. and they are 
spaced ca. 1.40 m. from center to center. The size and spacing of the 
cornice blocks were measured in "byzantine feet•: projecting blocks are 
2 8.F. wide, spaced 2.5 B.F. apart.13 
Another cornice block, A-81-110 (figures 4.11 and 4.12), was 
recovered in the excavation. This is the northernmost piece of the 
13 The cornice in the Theodosian Palace was also measured 1n "byzantine 
feet,• see chapter two. 
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ensemble and was joined to the last block J..!!. situ. It holds a diagonal 
cutting, with anathyrosis, at one corner and a clamp cutting at the same 
end. A-81-111, a fragment from the southernmost block of those J..!!. 
situ, also preserves a similar diagonal cutting and clamp cutting (see 
fig. 4.13). These blocks at either end projected 80 cm. from the 
cornice and were supported by columns (see Reconstruction below). 
Running the length of the cornice, and into each of the projecting 
blocks, is a channel ca. 6.5 cm. wide and 5 cm. deep.14 Once filled, 
the channel allowed water to flow over the outside edge of the cornice 
1n a cascade (see Reconstruction below). 
Above the cornice were mounted sandstone blocks with carved niches, 
three of which were found in situ. Six were found in the excavations 
~~~
representing an original total of seven, or possibly nine, that were 
place ca. 70 cm. apart (measured from center to center). See table 4.5 
below and discussion below. 
The back of the nymphaeum (basin) is bui It of two separate walls. 
The inside (eastern) wal I that holds the cornice is ca. 85 cm. thick 
below the cornice, and 1s bonded to the other wal Is of the basin. Above 
the cornice it narrows to ca. 65 cm. and may have risen only as high as 
the top of the sandstone niche blocks. Behind (to the west) this inner 
wall lay another (ca. 60 cm. thick) that held the superstructure of the 
bui !ding. The south wal I, with its anomalous niches and mortared 
construction, ties directly into this western portion of the west wal I. 
14 Nestorovi~, •Palais,• fig. 120, does not show the channel extending 
into the last two blocks at the south, figure 4.10 shows the channel 
in this southern section. 
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At the center of the eastern side of the basin is a platform (or a 
stair) ca. 1.5 m. wide, apparently provided to al low water to be taken 
from the basin (fig. 4.14). The floor of the nymphaeum was covered with 
sandstone slabs, only those along the western side are~ situ, although 
a large number of them were found stacked against the sides of the 
basin. apparently the excavators I ifted them out of place to excavate 
below, but no information is avai I able on this activity. 
The Rooms 
Room 1: f.i gures 4 .15 to 4 .1a15 
This main room of the house 1s located at the SE corner with its 
axis approximately on the E-W axis of the courtyard. Although the 
fami I iar apsidal form found in most other Stobi residences is not used 
here, this room probably served as the triclinium. The lack of an apse 
is perhaps to be attributed to the spatial limits of the street to the 
east. The platform, added to the room in its secondary phase, may be a 
substitute for the apse, which normally defined the dining area.16 
The main entrance has a threshold 2.02 m. long of grey/rose marble 
type A, (see fig. 4.15). Marble door jambs framed each side and created 
15 Room numbers are designated here separately from those of the palace. 
Wiseman Guide 44-4g, and fig. 7, refers to room 1 of the house as 
room 9, using a system that numbers only the rooms discussed in that 
text. The apsidal room, designated Room 3 here, was numbered 8 in 
the Guide. Kolarik, "Mosaics,• uses the same room numbering scheme 
as the Guide. 
16 The only apse constructed in the latter fifth century is in the House 
of Psalms. There, it was added to a preexisting room and is a 
different size and shape than the fourth-century examples. See 
chapter six for a discussion of the tricl inia. 
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an opening ca. 1.45 m. wide. The north jamb 1s preserved whole, 1.995 
m. long, found col lapsed before the entrance (see fig. 4.16). The south 
jamb was made of several different pieces stacked upon each other. The 
lowest portion (60 cm. high) remains~ situ and another portion 73 cm. 
long was found nearby. Two fragments of the I intel (also of grey/rose 
type A marble) were found. The entrance held double doors that swung 
outward, as shown by the pivot and lock holes carved into the threshold. 
The northern half-door was remounted several times, demonstrated by 
three pivot holes. Only the southern two holes were placed in relation 
to the corresponding lock holes. 
Another entrance (1.24 m. wide, 1.82 m. from the NW corner) leads 
from Room 1 to Room 2, and a third entrance (1.1 m. wide) was installed 
after Room 2 was divided into two spaces. 
Room 1 (avg. E-W dim. is 10.56 m., N-S 1s 6.78 m.) was originally 
paved with a geometric mosaic that fi I led the room. A platform (avg. 
width 3.83 m.) later was installed over the eastern end of the room 
covering the eastern portion of the mosaic. This is one of the few 
later additions in the bui lding.17 The platform may be a substitute for 
the apse, more commonly found among the residences. Late Antique 
tricl inia of rectangular shape often have the dining area indicated by 
special features when the apse is lacking. Several rectangular examples 
17 See Kolarik, "Mosaics,• catalog #17, 129-135, for a description of 
the mosaic. 
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have a raised platform, or a mosaic with a semicircular shape, to 
indicate the functional area of the dining couches.18 
The surviving part of the mosaic floor is also m1ss1ng a band 2.4 
m. wide along the west wal I and the north and south borders are missing 
or poorly preserved.19 The center field is particularly interesting, an 
octagonal hole fi I Is the field, that Kolarik suggests held a section of 
mosaic.20 One might wonder, however, if this space held an octagonal 
marble-made fountain similar to fountains better preserved in the House 
of Peristerias, House of Psalms, and the Casino.21 The field is within a 
rectangular frame~ situ), and it seems unlikely that only the 
octagonal portion would have removed, either by excavators in the 1930s 
or in ancient times. The octagonal hole could have been formed by the 
ancient removal of marble revetment that typically surround the 
fountain. In both the House of Psalms and House of Peristerias the 
octagonal fountain is contained within a rectangular mosaic field. The 
mosaic has been dated by Kolarik to the early fifth century, based on 
18 See chapter six. 
19 Dj. Mano-Zissi, •Srednjevekovno i Istorisko odeljenje: A) Rad u 
Muzeju," Godi~njak 41 (1932) 230, reports that two pieces of mosaic 
from the house were removed to the National Museum in Belgrad and 
these are probably the missing portion of this mosaic. 
20 Kolarik, "Mosaics,• 133. 
21 The staff has never had the opportunity to examine the removed 
portions of the mosaic in Belgrade. This would certainly answer the 
question if the center field was found among them. 
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stylistic comparisons to the mosaics of Synagogue II, the Casino, and 
the Building A chancel mosaic.22 
Room 3: figures 4.19 to 4.23 
Just north of the courtyard is a smal I apsidal room, one of only 
two decorated rooms 1n the house. It is separated from the court by a 
corridor 1.85 m. wide where a drain was uncovered in 1981 (fig. 4.19). 
The western and northern wal Is of the room are formed by the wal Is of 
the Theodosian Palace. The room measures only ca. 3.8 m. square, with 
an apse 1.35 m. deep at the northern end. 
The entrance (2.78 m. wide) was divided by a column, the base of 
which was found in situ. The column probably supported arched openings 
ca. 1.2 m. wide. Each side of the dual entrance was paved in opus 
secti le laid in a checkerboard pattern of alternating white and grey 
marble stones (each 7 to 8 cm. square, see fig. 4.20). These fields (85 
x 54 ems.) were framed 1n a border of schist slabs. 
The southern part of the room, adjacent to the entrance, was paved 
1n an opus secti le pattern of interlocking circles composed of square, 
hexagonal, and triangular stones. This pattern occupied a field 
approximately 2.3 m. square and is very poorly preserved. A duplicate 
pattern is found in the presbyterium of Bui I ding A (the late-fourth-
century church) . 
22 Kolarik, "Mosaics,• 134-135. 
131 
The remainder of the room paving 1s poorly preserved; large 
sandstone slabs were used in places, perhaps only as repair but more 
likely as part of the original floor. 
The apse wal I was punctuated by niches (68 cm. wide) above three 
courses of brick (fig. 4.22). Only part of the right hand niche is 
preserved (fig. 4.23). It is not at all certain that the apse was 
covered by a semi-dome or indeed that this construction rose much above 
the niches.23 
The room 1s quite similar in form, size, and decoration to Room 9 
of the Theodosian Palace. Their position, relative to the court is also 
similar and neither appears to have had doors. Room 9 (T. Pal.) is 
situated at the west end of the north corridor and would have been the 
first formal room reached when entering the palace, suggesting that this 
type of room may have served as a reception room for smal I groups of 
people.24 Neither is large enough to accommodate more than a half dozen 
people. 
Roo~s 2, 4, 5, and 6: figures 4.24 to 4.27 
The rema1n1ng rooms of the complex served as storage and kitchen 
areas. Room 2 was an annex of the triclinium and underwent several 
modifications during the history of its use. In its later use the room 
was divided into smaller chambers and a door was opened into room 1 from 
the eastern chamber. 
23 Examples of niches in apsidal construction are cited in chapter six. 
24 The possibi I ity that these smal I apsidal rooms served as triclinia, 
in warm weather, is examined in chapter six. 
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Rooms 4 to 6 are kitchen and storage rooms, along the corridor that 
leads from the street to the east (fig. 4.25). Room 4 held several 
storage pithoi submerged into the floor. Three of the larest were open 
to view in 1981 and are indicated in the plan. Note also that these 
rooms are not bonded with their northern wall and therefore postdate the 
construction of the •atrium• of the palace. Figure 4.27 i I lustrates the 
bronze wheel stamp, bearing the name IlAPBENIOY, for which the house is 
named. 
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Architectural Catalog 
General Remarks 
We are indeed fortunate that so many of the architectural pieces 
are preserved from this smal I residence. Contrary to many other 
buildings at Stobi, very few pieces were carried away from the structure 
for use elsewhere before its final interment. The architectural 
sculpture are also remarkably wel I preserved and many are whole. The 
fol lowing catalog is arranged by categories: 1) pieces from the 
peristyle colonnade, 2) pieces from the nymphaeum, and 3) miscellaneous 
pieces from the rooms. Exact find spots are unknown since their 
positions were not recorded during their initial excavation. We do, 
however, have the photographs, pub! ished by Nestorovic, taken during the 
course of the excavations that indicate that most were in the same 
general location in 1981 as during the initial excavation.25 
The Peristyle Elements 
The wel I-preserved pieces of carved stone found in the House of 
Parthenius are an unusual group, particularly those made of grey/green 
sandstone. Despite the fact that this stone is the most accessible 
stone avai !able to the builders at Stobi, and commonly used for wal I 
construction, this is the only case at Stobi where it is used for a 
large set of carved architectural members. This sandstone is the 
25 Nestorovic, "Palais," figs. 110, 117-119. Note that fig. 110 was 
mislabeled "Le couloir Ouest, a gauche, la grande cour,• but is 
actually a view toward the north along the eastern corridor of the 
smal I peristyle in the House of Parthenius. 
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bedrock of Stobi and would have been accessible wherever bui I ding 
foundations were excavated; it is also widely accessible in outcrops, 
and on exposed slopes, as, for example, on Orlova ~uka.26 Considerable 
economy would result in using this stone, since not only was it 
available at little cost but was also very soft and thus easy to carve. 
Another unusual feature is the manner 1n which several of the 
marble columns were manufactured from shorter segments of marble. This 
imp I ies that freshly quarried marble was unavai I able, or that economy 
was an overwhelming factor. These marble elements are almost certainly 
spolia,. cut· and joined for this construction. 
Despite the use of these inferior materials the qua I ity of 
construction was rather good. The carving is crisp and wel I finished, 
even if lacking a profusion of ornament. Similarly, care was taken to 
match dimensions within groups of pieces; where pieces do vary greatly 
in dimension it is to compensate for the odd sizes of the marble spol ia. 
The Column Bases: figures 4.28 to 4.29 
There are three sets of column bases: a group made of grey/green 
sandstone, another group of slightly larger dimensions made of marble, 
and two smal I sandstone bases. 
A group of ten sandstone bases are preserved (see Table 4.1), with 
an upper diameter of 33 to 34.5 cm. (avg. 33.7 cm.). Their average 
dimensions are: total height - 25.1 cm.; plinth height - 7.1 cm.; and 
26 See Folk,. "Geology,• 41-42, figs. 27-28, for a description of the 
bedrock and its geologic formation. We have not, however, identified 
any locations where quarrying surely took place. 
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plinth width - 44.4 cm. (not including A-81-66, which has an unusually 
high plinth). Al I have dowel holes, 3 to 4 cm. in diameter, with pour 
channels. The number of bases imp I ies a peristyle with a minimum of ten 
column placements. 
Four marble bases were also found; their average dimensions are: 
torus diameter 36.1 cm.; total height - 20.25 cm.; plinth height 7.3 
cm.; plinth width - 45.1 cm. A-81-76 to 78 are of marble type A, rose-
grey in color, and with similar profi Jes, dowel holes 3 to 3.5 cm. 1n 
diameter with pour channels. A-81-79 1s of white/grey marble, probably 
type B. The profile is simple, simi lac to that employed in the lower 
colonnade of the Episcopal Basi I ica No dowel hole is present. The 
first three bases are located on the sandstone blocks of the south 
parapet and may be i!:!. situ. 
Two smaller grey/green sandstone bases are also present; they are 
similar in profile to the sandstone bases of larger dimension. A-81-81 
has a dowel hole with a diameter of 3.5 cm. 
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TABLE 4.1 
HOUSE OF PARTHENIUS: COLUMN BASES 
Inventory Tota I Plinth Plinth Upper Material 
Number Height Height Width Diameter 
A-81-66 46.0 22.0 43.5 34.0 sandstone 
A-81-67 23.0 8.0 44.5 33.5 • 
A-81-68 28.0 6.5 46.0 33.0 • 
A-81-69 25.3 7.0 46.0 33.5 • 
A-81-70 22.5 7.0 34.0 • 
A-81-71 (23 .0) 7 .0 47.0 (32 .0) • 
A-81-72 25.5 6.5 44.0 (33 .0) • 
A-81-73 27.0 6.0 (33 .0) • 
A-81-74 24.0 7.0 40.0 33.5 
" 
A-81-75 25.4 9.0 34.5 • 
A-81-76 21.0 7.0 46.0 36.0 marble 
A-81-77 22.0 7.3 47.5 37.5 • 
A-81-78 19.0 8.0 43.0 35.0 • 
A-81-79 19.0 7.0 44.0 36.0 • 
A-81-80 19.3 6.0 33.5 24.0 sandstone 
A-81-81 16.5 6.0 34.0 25.5 • 
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The Columns: figures 4.30 to 4.33 
There are a minimum of 18 columns, some preserved whole and other 
1n fragments. They are divided here into three groups: the sandstone 
columns, the marble columns, and three smaller marble columns. 
The sandstone columns are an homogenous group representing at least 
nine columns.27 The four complete columns vary in height only 2.2 cm. 
(183.5 to 185.7 cm., the equivalent of 6 Byzantine feet). The average 
dimensions for the groups are: lower torus - 30.35 cm. (29 to 31.3 cm.); 
lower diameter - 28.1 cm. (27 to 29 cm.); upper torus - 28.25 cm. (26.9 
to 29 cm.); and upper diameter - 25.6 cm. (24.5 to 26.5 cm.). The upper 
ends have a double torus, the lower a single band. Each preserved lower 
end has a dowel hole 3 to 4 cm. in diameter, the upper ends often 
preserve the lathe pinhole. 
A minimum of 9 (the likely total number is 10) marble columns are 
represented by the 22 marble fragments; 13 of which can be joined to 
create 4 complete columns, while another is preserved for its entire 
length. The marble used is type B, except for A-81-94, 95, and 105 
which are of type A (rose colored). The standard height appears to be 
ca. 2.10 m. (or perhaps 7 Roman feet - 2.065 m.) as three of the 5 
complete columns fal I close to this figure. A-81-97 is 2.37 m. (or 8 
R.F.), while A-81-95 is only 1.97 m. 
·An unusual feature of the marble columns is that several are formed 
from doweled-together fragments. For example, the top of A-81-96 (a 
section 48.5 cm. long) has been cut and doweled to a lower section; A-
27 A figure of ten would be suggested by the number of column bases. 
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81-98 has a similar joint 88.5 cm. from the bottom, and A-81-99 
preserves a doweled joint (it may have been attached to A-81-106 to form 
a complete column but both fragments are too damaged to tel I). I have 
not observed this feature in columns elsewhere at Stobi. 
In four cases (A-81-96, 97, 99, and 100) the bottom has a single 
molding, in two other cases (A-81-92 and A-81-102) there os no molding, 
while on A-81-95, and 98 their bottoms are too badly damaged to· 
determine whether there was a molding or not. Double moldings are on 
the tops of all the columns; in most cases they are wel I finished, 
except for A-81-97. 
Three columns of rather smaller dimensions are also present, A-81-
107 to 109. Nos. 108 and 109 can be matched with the smaller pair of 
grey/green sandstone bases and the difference in height between the two 
columns (3 cm.) is matched by the difference in height of the bases. A-
81-109 is of marble type A (rose/purple) and holds two dowel cuttings on 
the side for horizontal support, the upper cutting sti I I contains some 
lead. A-81-104 and 105 are grey marble, a variation of type A. 
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TABLE 4.2 
HOUSE OF PARTHENIUS: COLUMNS 
Inventory Height Lower Upper Condition 
Number Diameters Diameters 
Sandstone Columns 
A-81-82 185.7 30.0/ 27.0 26.9/25.0 complete 
A-81-83 184.5 31.0/ 28.0 29.0/26.5 complete 
A-81-84 (172.0) 31.2/ 28.5 (27. 5) top broken 
A-81-85 186.5 31.3/ 29.0 28.7/26.0 2 fr a gs. 
complete 
A-81-86 183.5 (30.0)/28.0 29.0/26.0 complete 
A-81-87 184.5 29.0/ 27.5 29.0/26.5 complete 
A-81-88 (76 .0) (25 .8) 27.4/24.5 bottom broken 
A-81-89 (86. 5) 29.6/ 28.5 (27 .0) top broken 
A-81-90 (42 .5) (25 .0) 28.0/24.5 bottom broken 
A-81-91 (89. 0) (27. 5) 28.0/25.5 bottom broken 
A-81-92 (63.5) (27. 5) both ends 
broken 
A-81-93 (51. 0) (26. 5) both ends 
broken 
Marble Columns 
A-81-94 208.2 36.0 33.0/29.5 3 fragments, 
complete 
A-81-95 197.0 (32 .0) 32.8/28.0 complete 
/ 
A-81-96 210.0 34.5/ 30.5 30.0/28.0 4 fragments, 
complete 
A-81-97 237.0 33.0/ 31.5 32.0/30.0 3 fragments, 
complete 
A-81-98 209.5 (32 .0) 30.0/27.0 3 fragments, 
complete 
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A-81-99 (84 .0) 28.5/ 27.5 (29. 0) top broken 
A-81-100 (81.0) 34.0/ 30.5 (31. 0) top broken 
A-81-101 (110.0) (31. 0) 30.0/27.0 bottom broken 
A-81-102 (47.5) 31.0 (31.5) top broken 
A-81-103 ( 49. 0) (31. 5) top and bottom 
broken 
A-81-104 (113 .0) (31. 5) (31. 0) top and bottom 
broken 
A-81-105 (146. 0) (32. 0) (28. 5) top and bottom 
broken 
A-81-106 (132. 0) (29 .4) 28.5/27.0 bottom broken 
Marble Columns of Smaller Diameter 
A-81-107 117 .5 20.0/ 17.5 20.5/17.5 complete 
A-81-108 146.5 25.5/ 22.0 22.5/19.5 2 fragments, 
complete 
A-81-109 149.5 19.5/ 18.0 22.5/22.5 complete 
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Sandstone "Pi I low" Imposts: figures 4.34 to 4.37 
Nine imposts of this group are preserved, average dimensions are: 
height - 22.2 cm. (20 to 23 cm.); plinth - 5.5 cm. (4.5 to 6.5 cm.); 
lower diameter - 27.9 cm. (27 to 29 cm.); and top dimensions 33.5 x 
52.75 (33 to 34 x 51.5 to 54 cm.), omitting A-81-51. Three of the 
imposts are decorated with a circular rosette (A-81-43, 45, and 46), A-
81-44 has a crudely carved latin cross with serifs. The form of the 
imposts may be derived from impost capitals used 1n window arrangements.28 
This exact form is, however, unknown elsewhere. The major difference 
from standard imposts is the convex side of the impost, created to form 
a transition between the circular bottom and the rectangular top plinth; 
in mullion imposts the transition 1s unnecessary and the sides are flat. 
Sandstone Rectangular Imposts: figures 4.38 and 4.39 
Eight imposts, of a possible 10, are preserved. Contrary to the 
smal I amount of variation of dimensions among the other groups of 
sandstone architectural pieces, these imposts vary considerably. Average 
dimensions are: height - 20.25 cm. (11.5 to 25.5 cm.); plinth height - 5 
cm. (3 to 6.5 cm.); top dimensions (omitting A-81-55 and 57, which are 
nearly square and used at the corners) - 39.67 x 52.75 cm. (38-41 x 52-
53 cm.); bottom dimensions (omitting A-81-55 and 57) - 32.8 x 33.33 cm. 
(but 34.2 x 34.2 cm. omitting A-81-59 which is unusually smal I) (26-35 x 
29-35 cm.). The presence of two larger imposts is another indication 
that the colonnade extended along the southern side of the peristyle. 
28 Nikolajevic, Plastika, 22-23, 78. 
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The depth (avg. dim. 52.75 cm.) is the same dimension as for the 
"pi I low" imposts and indicates (even if other lines of reasoning were 
not avai I able) that they served in the equivalent capacity. Only A-81-
54 is decorated; a wel I carved Greek cross within a circle. 
TABLE 4.3 
HOUSE OF PARTHENIUS: SANDSTONE "PILLOW" IMPOSTS 
Inventory Height Plinth Lower Top Decoration 
Number Diameter Dimensions 
A-81-43 22.0 5.0 28.5 33.3 x 51.5 rosette 
A-81-44 21.5 6.0 27.0 33.0 x 53.0 cross 
A-81-45 23.0 5.5 27.0 33.0 x 52.0 rosette 
A-81-46 23.0 5.5 27.0 33.3 x 52.5 rosette 
A-81-47 22.5 4.5 29.0 34.0 x 53.5 
A-81-48 20.0 5.5 27.0 34.0 x 53.0 
A-81-49 22.2 6.0 27.5 34.0 x 54.0 
A-81-50 22.5 6.5 29.0 33.5 x 52.5 
A-81 51 23.0 5.5 29.0 53.5 x 53.0 
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TABLE 4.4 
HOUSE OF PARTHENIUS: SANDSTONE RECTANGULAR IMPOSTS 
Inventory Height Plinth Top Bottom 
Number Height Dimensions Dimensions 
A-81-52 25.3 5.5 41.0 x 53.0 35.0 x 35.0 
A-81-53 17 .0 5.0 38.0 x 52.0 34.0 x 33.0 
A-81-54• 25.5 5.0 40.5 x(53.0) 32.5 x 33.0 
A-81-55 24.8 6.5 47.0 x 50.5 43.0 x 40.5 
A-81-56 19.0 5.0 40.0 x 53.0 34.5 x 35.0 
A-81-57 22.0 5.0 51.5 x 51.5 43.5 x 45.0 
A-81-58 11.5 3.0 40.0 x(53.0) 35.0 x 35.0 
A-81-59 17.0 5.0 38.5 x 53.0 26.0 x 29.0 
• A-81-54 has a cross in circle decoration 
I 
I 
i 
• I 
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The Nymphaeum Elements29 
Sandstone Niche Blocks: figures 4.9, 4.40 and 4.41 
Resting upon the marble cornices was a row of grey/green sandstone 
blocks that are carved with semi-circular niches.30 Six are preserved 
of a minimum of seven. The blocks seem to be divided into two groups 
according to width: a group of four that vary from 78-89 cm. and a group 
of two, 58.5 and 59.5 cm. wide. Their arrangement seems to have no 
relation to this variation, however, since the three found J..!: situ (two 
large and one smal I) show that two smaller blocks sat together flanked 
by two larger ones on each side. Thus this variation is not related to 
the alternating widths of the cornice blocks between them. The surfaces 
and joints of the niche blocks, between the carved niches, was probably 
meant to receive a coat of plaster since this surface was not finely 
finished but only picked smooth. The niches have well carved moldings 
that project 5 cm. out from the face of the blocks. The upper interior 
portion of each is carved with a conch-shel I decoration. The interior 
dimensions of the niches are 27 cm. wide and 74 cm. high. 
29 The marble cornice is discussed above in the description of the 
nymphaeum. The columns and bases (A-81-108, 109, 80, and 81), that 
supported the ends of the cornice, are included above in that 
section. 
30 The position is certain because three were found J..!: situ, see 
Nestorovi6, "Palais,• fig. 117. 
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TABLE 4.5 
HOUSE OF PARTHENIUS: SANDSTONE NICHE BLOCKS 
Inventory Height Length Total Width of 
Number Projecting Niche 
A-81-60 84.5 81.0 42.5 
A-81-61 85.5 59.5 42.0 
A-81-62 86.0 81.0 42.4 
A-81-63 85.0 78.0 42.5 
A-82-64 85.0 58.5 42.5 
A-81-65• 85.0 89.0 42.3 
• A-81-65 has a bevel 8 cm. long on its right edge· 
Sandstone Cornice Blocks: figures 4.42 and 4.43 
Four of these simple cornices are preserved, al I of differing 
length. Their profile is wel I-carved but poorly preserved because of 
the softness of the stone. None were found in situ therefore their 
restored positions wil I be discussed below. 
TABLE 4.6 
HOUSE OF PARTHENIUS: SANDSTONE CORNICE BLOCKS 
Inventory Length Height Depth 
Number 
A-81-112 104.5 15.0 31.5 
A-81-113 107.0 II 31.0 
A-81-114 97.5 • 31. 0-31. 5 
A-81-115 127.0 
" 
31.0 
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TABLE 4. 7 
HOUSE OF PARTHENIUS: MISCELLANEOUS ARCHITECTURAL PIECES 
Inv. No. Description Height Width Depth Material and 
Description 
A-81-126 mul I ion column 150.7 17/18 29/32.5 I imestone 
A-81-127 mul I ion base 9.0 33.0 58 marble 
A-81-128 mul I ion capital 17.0 31.0 marble, one end 
preserved, cross 
with serifs 
A-81-129 mul Ii on capital 15.5 27.0 61.0 marble 
A-81-130 impost 14.0 32.0 53.0 marble (A) 
A-81-131 impost 11.5 32.0 54.0 marble (A)' two 
fragments 
A-81-132 table 10.0 127 .8 marble (D), one 
end preserved 
A-81-133 cornice block 13.7 90.0 50.5 marble (D) , 
corner block with 
molding on two 
sides 
A-81-134 inscription 28.0 19.5 8.0 marble (A)' 
fragment of 
inscription, 
.. (E) NAPH (C) .. , 
letter hgt. 4 cm. 
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Building Chronology and Reconstruction 
Chronology 
Records from the original excavations are not available to us. 
Even if they were they would provide I ittle aid toward establishing a 
chronology since excavation below floor levels was never conducted. 
Evidence for the chronology, therefore, must derive from the 
architectural features, a comparison of these features with those of 
other Stobi buildings that are more securely dated, and a sty I istic 
analysis of the floors. 
Previous attempts to date the bui I ding. have been based almost 
exclusively upon an analysis of the mosaics from the Theodosian Palace 
and Room 1 1n the House of Parthenius. The mosaic chronology is 
reexamined 1n chapter five, where it is concluded that the mosaics of 
the two buildings belong to the latter half of the fifth century. The 
stylistic features of the mosaics place them among a group including the 
south aisle mosaic of the first phase of the Episcopal Basi I ica and the 
mosaics of the House of Psalms. 
The analysis of the mosaics must, however, be a secondary 
consideration for the dating. The overwhelming piece of evidence for 
the date of the House of Parthenius is its relationship to the remodeled 
Theodosian Palace, constructed ca. 450 or slightly later. The house 
wal Is clearly abut, and thus postdate, the construction of the •atrium" 
of the palace.31 Thus, the House of Parthenius was constructed, at the 
earliest, in the third quarter of the fifth century. I would tend to 
31 See above, Chapter Three, Building Chronology: A Summary. 
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ascribe the house to nearly an identical date as the remodeling of the 
palace because so many of its features, particularly the court and 
nymphaeum, mimic the additions to the palace. 
Architectural Reconstruction 
The Peristyle 
In 1936 Nestorovic published a reconstruction of the court. The 
evidence contradicts his reconstruction so strongly that it is difficult 
to understand the basis of his work. Although he did not publish the 
corpus of architectural pieces, they were at his disposal and the 
evidence avai I able to him at that time is essentially the same as today. 
Nestorovic proposed a single-storied peristyle court with columns 
only on the north and east sides.32 The sandstone columns and 'pi I low' 
imposts were attributed to this stylobate. He neglects to mention, 
however, the numerous marble columns and rectangular sandstone imposts. 
Nor does he account for the wide disparity between the total number of 
sandstone column bases, columns, and 'pi I low' imposts found in the 
excavation and the number he presents in his reconstruction. There are 
in fact 10 bases, 9 'pi I low' imposts, and a minimum of 9 columns. From 
these numbers we must restore a stylobate with a minimum of 10 column 
placements rather than 6, as proposed by Nestorovic. Similarly there 
are a minimum of 9 marble columns represented in the assemblage, eight 
sandstone rectangular imposts, and 4 marble column bases.33 We have 
32 Nestorovic, •Palais,• 178-180. 
33 Only four of these marble column bases were measured and drawn for 
this study; the remainder are badly damaged. 
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already noted above that there were in fact column placements along the 
south side of the courtyard. The court clearly was enclosed by a two-
storied peristyle on three sides. The lower story was composed of 
marble columns and column bases, while the upper order was made of the 
sandstone elements. 
Table 4.8 shows the average dimensions and amount of variation 
among the colonnade elements. The table is useful in two respects; 1) 
to restore the elevations of this peristyle, and 2) to help determine 
the combinations of elements, and planning dimensions (see fig. 4.46: 
Restored section through the.peristyle). The lower· story rested upon 
the sandstone stylobate blocks at an average elevation of 140.60, 60 cm. 
above the paved court. The marble column bases rose an additional 20 
cm.(avg.) to 140.80. Columns vary tremendously among the three 
preserved examples; 197, 237, and 208 cm. They are obviously spol ia, 
and in some cases were constructed of previously broken column fragments 
that were re-cut and doweled together. At any rate their tops would 
have risen to ca. 142.80 above the court floor. No capitals suitable to 
the lower marble colonnade, however, have been found. Considering that 
so many of the other elements have survived it 1s not possible to 
propose that this is an accident of preservation; that these alone of 
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TABLE 4.8 
HOUSE OF PARTHENIUS: THE COLONNADE ELEMENTS 
Group Average Total Number of 
Height Variation Examples 
Sandstone Col. Bases 25.1 5.5 8• 
Columns 184.9 3.0 5 
'Pi I I ow' Imposts 22.2 3.0 9 
Rect. Imposts 20.5 14.0 8 
Marble Col. Bases 20.25 3.0 4 
Columns 214.l 40.0 3 
* A-81-63, which has a very ta I I p I i nth, IS omitted. A-81- , IS badly 
damaged and omitted. 
Group Average Total Number of 
Diameter Variation Examples 
top/bottom top/bottom 
Sandstone Bases 33.7 /---- 1.5/---- 7 
Columns 28.25/30.6 2.1/1.8 8/6 
'pi I low' Imposts /27.9 ---/2.0 9 
Marble Col Bases 36.1 /---- 2.5/--- 4 
Columns 31. 6 /31.3 6.0/8.0 9/8 
Sandstone Rectangular Imposts 
Top Bottom Number of 
Average - Variation Average - Variation Examples 
40.3 x 52.l - 3.0/2.5 33.0 x 34.0 - 9.0/6.0 6 
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al I the elements were deliberately and completely removed. Instead we 
must conclude one of two possibilities; either that there were no 
capitals, or that the 'pi I low' imposts or rectangular imposts were used 
1n this location. 
The first possibility could be considered only if architraves were 
employed. Even then, the lack of intervening impost would be unusual, 
if not a structural impossibility. No suitable candidates for an 
architrave exist, however, and we should disregard this as a 
possibi I ity.34 The second hypothesis, that one of the groups of 
s~ndstone imposts was used, must be the case. The 'pillow' imposts, 
however, were so clearly designed for the sandstone columns that we must 
opt for the rectangular imposts. Indeed, if the rectangular imposts did 
not rest on the marble columns of the lower story, they must have been 
used on top of the 'pillow' imposts since they clearly belong to the 
colonnade. This is not an impossibi I ity but would preclude any solution 
to the lower order. These rectangular imposts vary considerably in 
height and may have been carved to compensate for the great variation 1n 
height among the marble columns. Aesthetically, this arrangement leaves 
much to be desired. There is, however, every indication that economy 
played a maJor role in the design; the use of inferior pieced-together 
marble columns indicates this, and, of course, the use of sandstone 
rather than marble for the pieces specifically made for the building 1s 
also an indication of economy. The lower story, thus, terminated in an 
34 The sandstone cornices are much too short to span the 
intercolumniations. 
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unhappy combination of elements, marble columns surmounted by plain 
rectangular sandstone imposts. 
Above the rectangular imposts rose an arcade. The span of the 
arches varied (on the south ca. 1.60 m., and on the east ca. 1.70), but 
this is only because of variations of construction and was not 
purposeful. The top of the arches would have risen to ca. 144.00 m., 
i.e., 4 m. above the floor of the court. 
The Nymphaeum 
Nestorovic's reconstruction varies 1n one important feature from 
the restoration presented here; the manner in which the north and south 
ends of the marble cornice were completed. His reconstruction places, 
at each end, a projecting cornice I ike those preserved~ situ. A-81-
110 is shown attached to the hypothetical northern corner and embedded 
into the north wal I of the piscina. This same wal I is then with a 
narrower dimension above the level of the cornice to provide a ledge and 
to expose the channel of the block. Besides ignoring the evidence that 
would position this cornice correctly his reconstruction destroys the 
symmetry of the arrangement by adding additional space to the north end 
of west piscina wal I. 
Two pieces of evidence al low us to determine that this block was 
attached directly to the northernmost block preserved~ situ: the 
position of the clamp cutting and the beveled edge on A-81-111. The 
clamp cutting on A-81-110 is located 31 cm. from the beginning of the 
beveled joint. To al low his reconstruction, Nestorovic extends this 
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dimension an additional 25.5 cm., 1 .e., the distance that the 
projecting cornices protrude. In fact the position of the clamp places 
the bevel on the forward edge of the northernmost block preserved l.'.!. 
situ. A-81-111 is the broken southern end of the southernmos~ block 1n 
situ. The beveled edge on this block demonstrates that the cornice 
turns to the east at both ends, and while sti I I at a distance of ca. 43 
cm. from the north and south wal I faces of the piscina. Thus A-81-110, 
and its missing counter part to the south, was not embedded into a wal I, 
nor did it attach to one of the projecting sections of the cornice but 
protruded directly out over the basin ca. 5 cm. away from the face of 
the north wal I. 
One problem remains; that of structural support for these blocks 
that extended for their full length out over the space of the piscina. 
Clearly they must have had support beneath them. The distance from the 
bottom of the corn.ices to the piscina floor was ca. 1.63 m. (but varies 
because of the unevenness of the floor slabs). Among the remaining 
architectural pieces discovered in the excavations are two smal I column 
bases and three columns: A-81-80, 81, 107-109. The combined heights of 
the column bases with columns A-81-108 and 109 would be 1.66 m., a 
height suitable for the support of the cornice, and this is undoubtedly 
their proper restored position. 
The channels of the cornice were intended to convey water rather 
than as a means of affixing the elements located above. The manner in 
which water entered this channel is unknown, perhaps it entered from 
above via a pipe that is not preserved. Once the channel was filled, 
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water would have flowed uniformly over the upper surface and down the 
front face of the cornices, creating a vei I of fal I ing water simulating 
a natural waterfal I. 
The Second-Story Rooms 
Nothing remains of stairs that would have led to the upper-story, 
and there seems to be only one likely location for where they might have 
stood; in the dead-end corridor along the south side of the peristyle. 
Al I the other corridors seem too narrow to accommodate both a stair and 
the c i rcu I at ion required to reach the .rooms o.f.. the ground f I oor, .nor is 
there anything to suggest that any of the rooms might have held stairs. 
The space along the south side of the peristyle seems a likely location 
because it did not give access to any ground-f Joor rooms, and we might 
also expect a main stair to be adjacent to the peristyle, leading to the 
corridors that surrounded the court on the second story. 
The configuration of rooms on the second floor must generally 
repeat the pattern of the rooms below because the load-bearing wal Is 
would have to have been located directly on top of the lower walls. The 
clear span and functional importance of the tricl inium indicate that 
this room (1) should, however, be restored as a two-story volume. 
Additional reasons are discussed in Chapter Six, where the evidence from 
al I the tricl inia is presented. Functionally the rooms of the second 
story are difficult to define; perhaps they served as "bedrooms" since 
none of the lower rooms seem to have served that function. A large 
portion of the second story may, however, have been an unroofed terrace 
i5S 
where a variety of activities would have been conducted. In the summer 
months a roof terrace would have been particularly useful for cooking, 
dining, and sleeping. 
While there is a remote possibility that the House of Parthenius 
and Theodosian Palace were connected on the second story, I view this as 
unlikely. There are similarities between the plans of the two houses, 
but they are quite clearly separate structures with very different 
character. Nestorovic proposed that the House of Parthenius was part of 
the palace, and was occupied by the women of the fami ly,35 perhaps a 
form of gynaeconitis, as descpibed by Vitruvius (VII.vii .2). It 1s 
highly improbable, however, that the only connection between two 
sections of such a dipartite house would be on the second floor, which 
·was traditionally the most private part of a residence. The suggestion 
would also require the supposition that the entire complex was occupied 
by a single (or extended) family. The similarities of the House of 
Parthenius to the Theodosian Palace are more likely attributable to the 
desire of its owner to emulate his richer neighbor. 
35 Nestorovic, "Palais,• 175. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 
OTHER RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURES 
The Casino 
Introduction 
Excavation of the residence now known as the Casino was conducted 
by J. Petrovic and Dj. Mano-Zissi in 1940.1 This work was interrupted 
by the spread of the war and Petrovic's brief description of this work 
published in 1943 remains the only published account of these 
excavations.2 The American-Yugoslav project conducted small cleaning 
operations within the structure in 1970 and 1973 but excavations were 
not renewed. The most accessible description of the bui !ding is J. R. 
Wiseman's brief account in the Stobi guide.3 R. Kolarik has studied the 
floor mosaics in her dissertation; her observations date from 1973 when 
cleaning and conservation of the mosaics was conducted.4 The 
observations in this report were made in 1981, at which time the 
structure was cleaned for further study under the supervision of B. 
Aleksova. 
1 Petrovic, "Stobima,• 473, 476, and 487. 
2 Ibid. 
3 Wiseman, Guide, 74-75, fig. 19. 
4 Kolarik, "Mosaics,• 16-21. 
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Description of the Remains 
The incompletely excavated residence now visible includes only four 
rooms and a long corridor along their western flank (see fig. 5.1). The 
structure is oriented in a similar manner to the Episcopal Residence and 
House of Parthenius, to the west and northwest respectively. If the Via 
Principal is Inferior extended further to the southwest it would pass the 
residence ca. 15 m. west of the excavated remains. To the south is 
located the theater, ca. 10 m. away. Excavation has not been conducted 
to the east or northeast. 
Room 1: figures 5.1 to 5.7 
The largest room, designated no. 1, is apsidal. At the center of 
the room there is an octagonal fountain and nearby several notable 
artifacts were found. Just to the west a rectangular sigma table was 
discovered, and, from the same area, a bronze tray with several dice 
(fig. 5.3). Further to the east, on the axis of the room just in front 
of the apse, the remains of a semicircular sigma table were discovered 
(fig. 5.2). The tray and dice suggest the room may have been used for 
games, and thus the structure has been named the Casino. Along the 
western wal I of Room 1 just north of the entrance is located the remains 
of a geometrically patterned floor mosaic (fig. 5.4). This mosaic has 
been dated to the second half of the fourth century A.C. because of its 
similarities to the Synagogue II mosaic.5 
5 Kolarik, "Mosaics,", 20-21. 
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The apse of the room measures 6.3 m. by ca. 4.0 m. deep and has the 
cut-away corners and bands of brick that are characteristic of other 
residential apse constructions. The apse wal I was constructed of 
alternating bands of brick and stone masonry (figs. 5.5 to 5.7). A 
bench, along this wal I, was reported by Petrovic but is no longer 
visible. Two doors, without thresholds, in the south wal I of the room 
indicate that an unexcavated room(s) is located in this direction (fig. 
5 .1). 
Room 2: figures. 5.8 to 5.10 
This small chamber was entered from Room 1 and from a corridor to 
the east. A floor, of sandstone slabs covers the room and replaced an 
earlier floor of similar construction that has been exposed in two smal I 
trenches along the southern wal I and in front of the eastern entrance 
(see fig. 5.8). Each of the floors abut a bench (60 cm. wide) 
constructed along the south wal I rather than the wal I itself (fig. 5.9). 
To date no probes have been made below this earlier floor to determine 
its original time of construction, nor have such tests been conducted 
e I sewhere in the bu i Id i ng. The most sign i f.i cant feature of Room 2 for 
our understanding of the bu i Id i ng. is the door jamb at the north side of 
the entrance from Room 1 (fig. 5.10). This pier, 1.2 m. wide, is 
approximately twice the normal wal I width. The lower stone courses of 
the pier, on the west face, however, show a separation in construction 
at the center. The south face of the pier is aligned with the wal I 
extending to the west, while the north face is aligned with the face of 
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the bench mentioned above. In fact the bench extends beyond Room 2 
through Room 3. The features may be explained as fol lows: 
1) The original width of room 1 extended to the break 1n the pier, 
an additional 61 cm. 
2) The bench in Room 2 (and its continuation in Room 3) and the 
northern half of the pier comprise the original wal I that 
separated these rooms. 
3) The wal I currently separating these rooms is a later construc-
tion and may represent the rebui I ding of the structure after a 
major destruction, since the rebuilding is seen to extend to an 
elevation just above the floors. We shal I see that major 
rebuilding occurred elsewhere in the bui !ding. 
Room 3: figures 5.11 and 5.12 
This room is of similar size to Room 2 and originally both were 
part of a single room 11.5 by 4.5 m. The wal I presently dividing them 
does not bond with the original north and south wal Is of the rooms but 
does bond with the reconstructed (secondary) south wal I. Against the 
east, south, and west wal Is of the room are benches that also date to 
the secondary phase; the southern bench over! ies the earlier south wal I. 
The floor of the room is of sandstone slabs; it is not known if this is 
an original or secondary floor. The northern wal I is punctuated by an 
opening 4. 0 m. wide. Two co I umn bases, separated by an i nterax ·,a I 
dista'nce of 1.5 m. are preserved~ situ and are symmetrically placed 1n 
the opening. The eastern face of the wal I opening is not part of the 
original construction, as is shown by its irregular surface, thus the 
'tribelon' doorway also belongs to the second phase. The opposite 
(western) face of the opening appears to be original and apparently 
there was originally a door of smal !er dimension located here. The 
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creation of this elaborate arrangement, g1v1ng access to this room from 
the bath complex to the north, strongly 1mpl ies that the bath complex is 
entirely a secondary feature .. Another feature of Room 3 is the door in 
its western wal I. Each face is irregular and thus this too is a later 
addition. 
Corridor: figures 5.13 and 5.14 
Along the western flank of Rooms 1 and 3 is a broad corridor ca. 
3.2 m. wide. Access to the corridor was primarily from Room 1 through 
the door in i .ts western wa I I . Severa I. fragments of a geometr i ca I I y 
patterned floor mosaic are preserved in its southern portion (fig. 
5.14). As in the case of the mosaic located in Room 1, the similarities 
of this floor to the mosaic of Synagogue II have suggested a date in the 
second half of the fourth century to R. Kolarik.6 
The corridor also has features that are of original and secondary 
construction. The two wal Is that seem to terminate the space at both 
the north and south in the Petrovic plan are in fact secondary and not 
bonded to the original wal Is. Indeed the southern wal I was constructed 
only of dry laid or mud-mortared stones and has since the 1940 excava-
tions completely fallen away. The western wal I has also undergone 
alterations. Its northern half is composed of two piers separated or1-
ginal ly by an opening 2.0 m. wide. This space was later blocked with 
6 Kolarik, "Mosaics,• 20-21. The date of the floor mosaics 1n the 
Casino proposed by Kolarik is questioned in a review of the 
chronology presented in this chapter. I am suggesting that they were 
laid in the second half of the fifth century. 
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masonry. To the south of the wide opening, visible on the plan, the 
wal I was also originally composed of piers separated by an opening 1.28 
m. wide. Another feature not noted in Petrovic's plan is the western 
return of the northernmost pier. Al I this suggests that the corridor 
was originally bounded by an arrangement of piers that probably separ-
ated an open court from its surrounding corridor. 
Room 4: figures 5.15 to 5.20 
This northern bath area 1s probably a secondary feature. None of 
its wal Is bonds with the original construction of Rooms 1-3, and it 
seems unlikely that such an elaborate bath area would be constructed 
without an integral connection to the central rooms or court of the 
building. Room 4 and its adjacent features represent only a portion of 
this bath complex. More rooms lie unexcavated to the north and east. 
Entry to Room 4 was from several directions; corridors I ie to the east, 
west, and possibly to the northeast (figs. 5.15 and 5.16). This space 
in turn gave access to the remodeled Room 3 and to the plunge in the 
northwest corner (figs. 5.17 and 5.18). Here again, as in the case of 
Rooms 2 and 3, the floor was paved with sandstone slabs, a step below 
the level of Room 3. Benches I ined its western and northern wal Is and 
along the western bench the stone slabs that covered the masonry 
surfaces are sti I I in situ. A step is indicated in Petrovic's plan at 
the eastern end of the room. This is actually nothing more than a fallen 
stone; paving continues under, around, and beyond it to the east at the 
same level. 
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The plunge is entered by climbing two steps from the south and then 
by descending two steps to the floor of the cubicle. Nothing remains of 
the original floor and wal I coverings. The wal Is of this plunge are 
constructed of alternating bands of brick and stone masonry. 
Little else can be said of the bath complex; the area to the east 
beyond the narrow corridor is only partially excavated and any state-
ments about the size and functions of these concealed rooms would be 
pure conjecture. 
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The West Cemetery: Late Antique Houses 
Although study of the West Cemetery7 has not been completed, 
preliminary analysis has much to tel I us about urban changes in the 
fourth and fifth centuries.8 There are five periods of use of the West 
Cemetery, from the early Augustan period to the end of the fourth 
century.9 Period IV (beginning no earlier than the third century A.C.) 
fol lowed a hiatus "of perhaps three generations during which no new 
graves were placed in the area.•10 Period V is now believed to end 1n 
the late fourth century but this is sti I I open to question because of 
disturbance by the structures that overlay it.11 During the fifth and 
sixth centuries the burial ground was relocated farther southwest, 
possibly centered around the Cemetery Basilica, 250 m. west of the Porta 
Heraclea. What particularly concerns us here are the structures that 
overlay the final use of the area as a cemetery. 
7 The West Cemetery denotes the area of excavation ca. 50 m. west of 
the Porta Heraclea. The total extent of the burials south and west 
of the city is not known but entends at least for one ki Jometer in 
this direction. I. Mikulcit, "The West Cemetery: Excavations in 
1965," Studies l, 61-95. 
8 Al B. Wesolowsky is preparing the final publication of this and other 
cemetery areas of Stobi. The anticipated date of pub I ication is 
1986. Pre I iminary results are to be found in the fol lowing articles: 
A. B. Wesolowsky, "Burial Customs in the West Cemetery," Studies I, 
97-142; W-MZ (1974), 133-138; A. B. Wesolowsky, "The Pathology of-
Human Remains from Stobi," Studies II, 143-162; W-MZ (1976), 278-282. 
9 Wesolowsky, "Burial Customs,• 103-104. 
10 Ibid., 127. 
11 Ibid., 104, footnote 8. 
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The West Cemetery excavations of 1971-1975 exposed an area of ca. 
300 m. Within this area remains of several structures were uncovered 
that probably represent the stone fou~dations of houses and or shops. 
Al I of the area was badly disturbed, probably by modern agriculture, and 
only in the northern part of the excavations were recognizable rooms 
discovered. Even the floors were destroyed across most of the area. 
The chronology of these structures can be defined, however, within 
narrow I imits. They rest over graves of the late-fourth centuryl2 and 
their destruction occurred in the middle of the fifth century. This 
destruction can be dated by a large number of coins found on the floor 
of a room in the northeast corner of the excavation.13 Sixty-three 
coins were found in three distinct groups. Each group was confined to a 
radius of ca. 30 cm, and contains issues of the late fourth and early 
fifth centuries. The clear inference to be drawn is that they are smal I 
hoards, or a single hoard scattered by later disturbance.14 Twenty-five 
12 Ibid., 130. Grave 22 contained two coins: 71-15 dates to A.D. 375-
378 and the other is an ii legible fourth century issue. Grave 25 
contained five coins, three of which were legible: 71-68 of A.D. 375-
378, 71-69 of A.D. 351-354, and 71-70 of A.O. 364-378. 
13 The room is defined by walls 3-6, only the western portion of the 
room has been excavated. 
14 It seems I ikely that they were a single hoard, scattered either 
during the destruction of the house or by modern plowing. The three 
groups were not widely separated but were distributed across three 
grid areas and were thus excavated separately. Group 1 was found 
under and around a fallen roof ti le. Perhaps the hoard(s) was hidden 
in the rafters and fell during the destruction of the building. See 
NB 83, pp. 91-105, context storage LOTs 1414 and 1415. Also relevant 
to this discussion are the destruction deposits of the wal Is in the 
southern portions of the area. LOT 439, around and above grave 45, 
contains a coin with an obverse of •cross in wreath" design (71-132) 
that is probably an issue of Theodosius II, see NB 24, page 197. LOT 
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are legible with the latest issues dated to A.O. 408-423: coins 74-295, 
74-300, 74-308, and 74-343. The earliest are two issues of Constantine 
(74-312 and 74-344).15 See Appendix B for a complete I ist of these 
coins. 
The period of these structures can thus be tightly defined to the 
first-half of the fifth century. Their function has not been as wel I-
defined. The walls excavated in the northern section of the area (Wal Is 
3-6, 9, and 10), where they are better preserved, are probably the foun-
dations for mud-brick house-wal Is. The presence of a wel I-built drain 
(paral lei and between wal Is 6 and 10), the coin scatter, and the amount 
of pottery, support the notion that they were residential structures.16 
The structures have many similarities with the rubble walls found found 
outside the city wall above the Casa Romana (see section below). 
By itself, this area can offer no definitive answers to 
chronological questions about the fifth century .city but, with 
destructions elsewhere, a mid-fifth century catastrophe is indicated 
that preceeded widespread bui I ding activity throughout the city in the 
latter-half of the century. 
1057, just below the tops of the walls in the south and east portion 
of the trench, contained an issue that is also dated to A.O. 425-450 
(74-9). See NB 39, p.61. It is important that none of the coins 
found in the West Cemetery excavation area are later than A.O. 425-
450. 
15 Nearby was a Hellenistic issue, Coin 
believes was not part of the hoard. 
same deposit. See NB 83, page 96. 
74-304, that the excavator 
Nevertheless, it was part of the 
16 LOT 1414 contained a total of 383 sherds, 1415 contained 1688 sherds. 
These do not, however, seem to represent a household inventory that 
was destroyed at one time. The majority probably represent refuse 
accumulated during the use of the building. 
166 
Mosaics of the Residences: Summary of Chronology 
The corpus of mosaic pavements is extensive and it 1s not intended 
to make a thorough review of the work recently proposed by Kolarik. The 
architectural and archaeological evidence suggests, however, that some 
of the chronological groups proposed by Kolarik have slightly later 
dates, although her relative chronology and the relationships between 
individual mosaics generally agree with the framework proposed here. 
A major chronolgical difference proposed here, is that a mid-fifth 
century destruction of Stobi preceeded a period of major remodeling, and 
some new buildings, throughout the city.17 No fewer than five areas of 
the site have produced substantial evidence of a destruction ca. 450 
A.O. If, indeed, this destruction is city-wide, it is surely the 
impetus for widespread urban reconstruction of the late fifth century. 
The construction of the Episcopal Basi I ica, and the rebui I ding of the 
Episcopal Residence and the Theodosian Palace post-date this 450 
destruction. This also places the major phase of the House of 
Parthenius after 450 since the building postdates the palace. 
Kolarik's chronology dates the major mosaic pavements of the 
Theodosian Palace and House of Parthenius to the first half of the fifth 
century. Redating these pavements somewhat later, retains, and in some 
ways strengthens, the relative chronology and sty I istic analysis 
proposed by Kolarik, but her dating of the Casino mosaic, to the late 
fourth century, is somewhat more problematic. 
17 Chapter I outlined the evidence that bears on the question of Late 
Antique chronology at Stobi. Chapter Six gives detai Is on the fourth 
and fifth century developments. 
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Table 5.1 1s a summary of the numismatic evidence for dating the 
mosaics.18 
TABLE 5.1 
MOSAICS: EVIDENCE FOR CHRONOLOGY 
mosaic 
Synagogue II 
25 main hal I: 
25B ma 1 n ha 11 (add.): 
25C main ha 11 (sec.): 
26 inscription (add.): 
27 atrium (add.): 
27B atrium repair: 
Bui !ding A 
4 chancel: 
4B repair to chancel: 
5 nave (early): 
6 nave (later): 
6B nave (later): 
House of Psalms 
19 corridor: 
evidence 
terminus post quern of 307-324 (coin 70-211) 
(or possible terminus post quern of 355-361 
based on coin 71-173); terminus ante quern for 
additions and repairs is 457-474""\i=eign of 
Leo) 
terminus ante quern of 457-474 
terminus ante quern of 457-474 
terminus ante quern of 457-474 
terminus ante quern of 457-474 
terminus ante quern of 457-474 
terminus poft quern of 360s to 370s, terminus 
ante quem o 425 to 450 
terminus ante quern of 425 to 450 
terminus post quern of 360s to 370s, terminus 
ante quern of 425 to 450 
terminus ante quern of 425 to 450 
terminus ante quern of 425 to 450 
terminus poet quern of 457-474, 
dating the entral Basi I ica 
issue of Leo 
18 The numbering system for the mosaics 1s that used by Kolarik. 
20 corridor 2: 
21 tricl inium: 
22 room 5: 
Episcopal Bas i Ii ca 
7 nave: 
8 s. aisle I: 
14 baptistery: 
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terminus post quem of 457-474 
terminus post quem of 457-474 
eight i I legible coins (75-85, 87-90, 92, 101, 
303) of the fifth century dating to 430s to 
440s at the earliest 
terminus post quem of 425 to 450 
terminus post quem of 425 to 450 
terminus post quem of 425 to 450 
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The fol lowing table I ists the dates and evidence for the Theodosian 
Pa I ace and House of Pa rthen i ·us mesa i cs proposed by Ko I a r i k based upon 
sty I istic analysis, materials, and manner of construction. 
THEODOSIAN PALACE 
TABLE 5.2 
MOSAIC CHRONOLOGY 
N corridor (28), W corridor (29), and Room 6 (30) 
Date: fifth c., 2nd quarter 
Evidence: materials compare with repair to Syn. II atrium mosaic 
(27B): that mosaic postdates the original floor of Syn. II that has 
a terminus post quern of 307-324 (coin 70-211) (or possible terminus 
post quern of 355-361 based on coin 71-173) and a terminus ante quern 
of. the second half of the fifth century --
Less developed but closely related to Episcopal Basi I ica S. aisle 
(8) (terminus post quern of 425-450) and Cem. Bas. (3), dated to the 
second quarter of the fifth c. 
N corridor secondary mosaic (28B) and tricl inium apse mosaic (31) 
Date: second half of the fifth or early sixth century 
Evidence: terminus post quern N corridor mosaic 
court (32) and Room 5 (33) 
Date: second half of the fifth or early sixth century 
Evidence: coin 74-174 dated 408-423 provides terminus post quern for 
the court mosaic 
HOUSE OF PARTHENIUS 
tricl inium, Room 9 (17) 
Date: early fifth century 
Evidence: related to (but more developed than) Syn. II mosaics 
(25B, 26, and 27) al I of which post-date the original floor of the 
synagogue that has a terminus post quern of 307-324 (coin 70-211) 
(or possible terminus post quern of 355-361 based on coin 71-173); 
the Casino mosaics (1 and 2), and the Bui !ding A chancel mosaic (4) 
with a terminus post quern of the 360s-370s (coin 78-632) 
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TABLE 5.3 
MOSAIC GROUPS 
The chronologically ordered groups of mosaics proposed by Kolarik for 
the Late Antique mosaics at Stobi, based upon an analysis of style, 
materials, and manner of construction. 
Group 1: Second Half of the Fourth Century 
Synagogue II 
Bui !ding A 
25 Main Hal I 
5 Nave 
Group 2: Second Half of the Fourth Century 
Synagogue II 
Casino 
Bui Id i ng A 
Parthenius 
25B Main Hal I fine repair 
26 Inscription mosaic 
27 Atrium fragment 
1 Corridor mosaic 
2 Apsidal room 
4 Chancel mosaic 
17 Room 9 (main room) (but more developed) 
Group 3: Early Fifth Century 
Bui Id i ng A 
Parthenius 
Peristeria 
North Bas i I i ca 
6 nave later mosaic (east) 
6B nave later mosaic (west) 
17 room 9, but related to group 2 
17 repair to original mosaic 
18 apsidal room, original mosaic 
24 annex, early mosaic (also related to 30) 
Group 4: First Half of the Fifth Century 
Synagogue II 25C Main Hal I coarse repair 
250 Main Hal I coarse repair 
Group 5: First Half of the Fifth Cenury 
Synagogue II 
Theodosian Palace 
27B Atrium fragment coarse repair 
28 N corridor 
29 W corridor 
30 Room 6 
Group 6: Mid-Fifth Century 
Episcopal Basilica 
Cemetery Basi lcia 
8 S. Aisle I 
3 Nave 
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Group 7: Second Half of the Fifth Century 
Episcopal Basi I ica 
House of Psalms 
North Bas i I i ca 
7 Nave mosaic 
14 Baptistery 
16 Apsidal room 
19 corridor I (but similar to 28 from Theodosian 
Pa I ace) 
20 corridor II 
21 tricl inium - simi Jar to 14 
22 room 5 
24B annex, later mosaic 
Group 8: Second Half of the Fifth or Early Sixth Century 
Theodosian Palace 
Theodosian Palace 
28B repair to N corridor 
31 triclinium apse mosaic 
32 court 
33 ledge 1n room 5 
Group 9: Early Sixth Century 
Episcopal Basi I ica 
10: Sixth Century 
Episcopal Basilica 
11: Sixth Century 
Peristeria 
9 S. Aisle II 
10 Narthex, center 
11 Narthex, south 
12 Narthex, north 
lOB Narthex, repairs 
18B secondary apsidal room mosaic 
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Of special importance 1s the fact that there are few archaeological 
dates for secondary phases of Stobi buildings. Both the Synagogue and 
Building A have large numbers of additions and repairs that could date 
as late as the second quarter of the fifth century. Mosaics in the 
Theodosian Palace and House of Parthenius were dated by Kolarik by 
comparison to additions and repairs in the Synagogue, not with the 
earliest mosaics. One should also bear in mind that these are termini 
post quern not fixed dates, and that construction of any of these ma;or 
bui I dings could have lasted years. The original construction of 
Building. A, f.o~ example, can be dated with no more precision than to say 
it was probably constructed in the reign of Theodosius I. 
The evidence dating the lowering of the Theodosian Palace courtyard 
after 450 A.O. was not avai I able to Kolarik, but she nonetheless views 
group 5 as the product of a single workshop that also produced the 
Episcopal Basilica south aisle mosaic,19 and the Cemetery Basi I ica 
mosaic.20 Kolarik also proposes that this same workshop produced the 
mosaics of group 7 at a slightly later date.21 It should be noted that 
with the evidence from the Theodosian Palace al I of these constructions 
(Theodosian Palace, Episcopal Basi I ica Phase I, and House of Psalms) 
belong to the same time period. The construction of these bui I dings 
extends throughout the second half of the fifth century but cannot be 
separated by the archaeological evidence. It is entirely consistent 
19 Kolarik, "Mosaics," 317, 328. 
20 Ibid., 322, 328. 
21 lb id. ' 331 . 
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with Kolarik's work to place groups 5, 6, and 7 within the second half 
of the fifth century: the product of one workshop. Kolarik's argument 
that the Theodosian Palace n. corridor, w. corridor, and room 6 mosaics 
compare with a repair to the •atrium• mosaic of Synagogue II rests 
entirely on the use of simi tar materials. The use of large, unpolished, 
white marble, grey I imestone, and dark yellow tuff 1s a scheme common to 
this group (although the tesserae of the •atrium" mosaic are smaller to 
harmonize as a repair with the •atrium• mosaic).22 This repair, 
however, is only 5 cm. wide and has a maximum length of 75 cm. With so 
little preserved any comparison 1s tenuous and it should also be noted 
that the same materials are common to the other Stobi mosaics of groups 
5-7, although used in combination with additional materials. 
The House of Parthenius mosaic, dated by Kolarik to the early fifth 
century, must similarly be assigned a date after the mid-fifth century 
and the erection of remodeled Theodosian Palace. Although Kolarik finds 
its closest para I lets with the secondary mosaics from the Synagogue and 
Building A, and the mosaics of the Casino, it also shares motifs with 
mosaics from the Theodosian Palace and the Episcopal Basilica: 
"characterized by the use of exclusively geometric and sty I ized floral 
patterns.•23 It must also be emphasized that secondary construction 1n 
the Synagogue and Bui I ding A can date wel I into the fifth century. 
Another important characteristic that the Casino and H. of Parthenius 
mosaics share with the Theodosian Palace and later fifth-century 
22 Ibid., 315-316. 
23 Ibid., 311. 
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mosaics, 1s that al I have a unified pattern fi 11 ing their al Joted space. 
The Synagogue and Bui I ding A mosaics are more like patchwork qui Its, 
combining many different styles probably over some length of time. 
The only major change to Kolarik's relative chronology proposed 
here is the redating of the Casino mosaic to the same time period as 
groups 5 to 7. The same arguments proposed above also apply here. 
Particularly the identical pattern of the corridor mosaic and the 
Theodosian Palace west corridor mosaic speaks for such a reassignment. 
And also this pavement should not be separated from the Parthenius 
mosaic. 
The terminus of this mosaic style is not wel I defined archaeologi-
cally. Events of the sixth century prior to the demise of the city ca. 
600 A.O. cannot be dated. Thus the attribution of the second phase 
mosaics in the Episcopal Basilica to the early sixth century, and 
simi Jar dates for repairs to pavements throughout the city are 
tentative. Indeed, none of the later bui I ding constructions and repairs 
at Stobi can be dated with any precision. The creation of new mosaic 
pavements at Stobi could continue wel I into the sixth century, al lowing 
a natural sequence of sty I istic change of over a century, between the 
mosaics dated here to the mid-fifth century and the sty I istical ly dated 
latest examples in the Episcopal Basi I ica. That is to say, the dates 
proposed here do not significantly condense the amount of time Kolarik 
proposes for the sty I istic changes she notes in her chronology. 
Perhaps the most disturbing conclusion drawn here is that none of 
the residential mosaics, with the possible exception of the House of 
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Peristeria, is dated prior to 450. The House of Peristeria mosaic, 
however, has two clearly defined phases of workmanship. Another discre-
pancy 1s the relative paucity of decoration found in the House of the 
Fuller and the Episcopal Residence after 450. The Episcopal Residence, 
however, has ample evidence of fresco and wal I stucco even if lacking 
the fine mosaics present in the other buildings. We should also bear 1n 
mind that floor levels there have been reached in only one room. 
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CHAPTER SIX 
THE RESIDENCES: ANALYSIS 
Introduction 
The Fourth Century 
The form of the residences established in the fourth century at 
Stobi is remarkably homogeneous, a fact that is somewhat obscured by 
modi.f-ications and renovations:made over the fol lowi·ng 250 years of their 
existence. Nevertheless, it 1s clear that one type of plan was employed 
for al I the residences bui It 1n the latter half of the fourth century. 
Most distinctive, and best preserved, among the features of the fourth-
century houses at Stobi, are the tricl inia (see figure 6.1); their size 
and position dominated the overal I design of the residences. These 
apsidal rooms, generally accompanied by flanking chambers, were most 
likely used for many purposes, serving not only as a dining hal I but as 
the center of domestic life in the residence. Other parts of the 
fourth-century houses are poorly preserved; they were al I but 
obliterated 1n the extensive rebuilding of the late-fifth century. Some 
vestiges of the original courtyard arrangements, however, can be seen in 
the later houses, and wi I I be discussed in the section on the 
courtyards. 
Evidence indicates that the Stobi houses of the fourth century were 
probably a single story high, but that the tricl inium was a two-story 
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volume. Wal Is were constructed of a soc le of sandstone masonry 
surmounted by mudbrick; the pitched-roof was supported by wooden beams. 
Construction techniques are uniform among the buildings, and stone 
working was minimal. Fourth-century construction, where it employed cut 
stone, as in the colonnades of the Theodosian Palace and the House of 
the Fuller, depended heavily upon the use of spolia, in contrast to 
fifth-century construction that exhibits the products of an extensive 
local marble-working trade. Unfortunately, the decorative schemes, 
mosaic and fresco, of the fourth century, are not wel I preserved and it 
may be the case that, in-comparison with fifth-century construction, 
relatively little fine decoration was employed. 
The Fifth Century 
In the latter part of the fifth century, fol lowing a city-wide 
destruction, the residences at Stobi were rebui It. Some individual 
residences were adapted to serve ecclesiastical purposes, while those 
rebui It as houses of the wel I-to-do show a wider range of size and 
luxury. The tricl inium remained the most important room of the houses 
and was, in fact, considerably enhanced by the addition of mosaic 
pavements and fountains in the center of the room. But also, for this 
period, the other features of the houses are we! I preserved. In several 
examples, the total arrangement of the house, complete with peristyles, 
nymphaea, auxi I iary rooms, and their decorative schemes, can be studied. 
The introduction of the nymphaeum and the redesign of the courtyard 
mark a radical departure from the house design of the late-fourth 
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century. The most conspicuous difference is the introduction of a two-
story colonnade in the courtyards, best seen in the Theodosian Palace 
and the House of Parthenius. The two-story colonnade implies that these 
buildings were now entirely two-story structures. In the same two 
buildings, the nymphaea are appointed with a facade that includes a 
broken entablature and columns; a "Classical" or classicizing feature 
similar in many aspects to the facade of the Theater that was erected 
300 years earlier. The courts and nymphaea were also adorned with 
sculpture, pagan gods and mythological scenes, which suggests an 
.. appreciation of "Classical" culture. 
Other residences were adapted to a wide variety of functions. The 
so-cal led "Episcopal Residence" was converted to a chapel or martyrium; 
the House of Psalms, intimately connected with the Central Basi I ica, was 
most I ikely the residence of clergy. To the so-cal led Casino a bath was 
added, and the courtyard of the House of Peristeria was remodeled adding 
a sunken nymphaeum. Both continued as residences of the wel I-to-do, but 
the western and southern portions of the latter house were eventually 
used as shops or dwellings of less wealthy families. The House of the 
Fuller not only was used as a residence but included shops and 
industrial activities: cloth dyeing and iron-working establishments. 
During the latter-half of the fifth century there are a number of 
completely new constructions, as wel I as the repairs and adaptations 
noted in the residences, and a new system of water supply was bui It, 
including the Central Fountain. But the most conspicuous additions to 
the city are the churches. In the northern part of the city, the 
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Central Basilica and the North Basi I ica were constructed; the latter 
with a Baptistery. At the southern end of the city, over and around the 
earlier fourth-century church, a great complex of bui !dings were 
constructed that made up the religious center of the city. This complex 
included: the Episcopal Basilica and its atrium; the rebui It Baptistery 
and associated structures on the south side of the church; the 
conversion of the residence on the north side of the basilica (the 
bui I ding named the •Episcopal Residence") to a martyrium; and the 
street, leading from the Porta Heraclea to the church, was completely 
transformed by the addition.of colonnades and an exedra, which enhanced 
and formalized the entrance to the cathedral. 
Organization of the Analysis 
This analysis of the residences 1s presented in two sections. The 
first, under the heading "The Tricl inium, 11 is primarily concerned with 
the fourth-century residences since that feature is the outstanding 
element of those houses at Stobi. The chronology and reconstruction of 
the triclinia are introduced, fol lowed by a discussion of the 
development of Late Antique apsidal tricl inia and sigma dining 
arrangements as a widespread phenomenon. The section concludes with an 
examination of Bui !ding A, the fourth-century church of Stobi, and its 
similarity to the residential bui I dings at Stobi. 
The second section, "The Courtyards and Nymphaea," 1s primarily a 
discussion of new features added to the residences in the late-fifth 
century. The diversity of architectural forms and functions to which 
JOO 
the houses are adapted is examined, and the Stobi residences are placed 
in the context of architectural design of the later part of the Late 
Antique period. Differences in construction and design between the 
fourth and fifth centuries are discussed and compared. 
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The Triclinium 
Chronology of Stobi Tri cl inia 
There are ten tricl inia among the eight major houses at Stobi; 
seven of the examples are part of a group with a convnon set of 
characteristics constructed in the latter half of the fourth century 
(Table 6.1 sunvnarizes the dimensions of the rooms under discussion in 
this section). This main group {nos. 3-g in the table) includes the two 
examples from the Episcopal Residence {which was two separate residences 
in the fourth century), room 16 in the House of Peristeria, room 1 in 
the Casino,. the Theodosian Palace, and the House of the Fuller, and the 
earlier form of the tricl inium in the House of Psalms. (see figure 6.1). 
There are a number of shared characteristics: al I have nearly identical 
proportions (see below Room Proportions), and most have the distinctive 
'cut-away' corners and courses of brick alternating with stone in the 
construction of the apse. Room 1 of the Theodosian Palace has the 
standard proportion of this group but lacks the opus mixtum and 'cut-
away' corner construction because it was rebui It in the fifth century. 
Two tricl inia predate the main group. The earliest example is Room 
27 in the House of the Fu\ \er, dated to the first half of the fourth 
century.I Its apse has a maximum interior width of 4.75 m. and 
• 
1 I. Mikul~it, excavation report of 1975. Dated by LOT 1442. In the 
deposit below floor II 220 sherds were recovered, the latest possibly 
dating to the early fourth century. Unfortunately, no coins were 
recovered. See also W-MZ (1976), 282-283. 
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TABLE 6.1 
DIMENSIONS OF STOBI TRICLINIA 
Building and Room f Room Dimensions 
Width Depth 
Early Fourth-Century 
1. H. of the Fu 11 er 27 6.3 6.7 
2. H. of Peristeria 15 6.6 9.5 
Late Fourth-Century 
3. Episcopal Res. 29 7.9 9:4 
4. Episcopal Res. 22 8.75 avg. 7.60 
5. H. of Peristeria 16 7.2 8.7 (8. 2) 
6. Casino 1 10.5 11.5 
7. Theodosian Pal. 1 9.55 11.45 
8. H. of the Fuller 1 9.7 12.2 
9. H. of Psalms 7.75 9.3 
Late Fi f th-Century 
9a. H. of Psalms 5.6 9.3 
10. H. of Parthenius 1 6.78 10.25 avg. 
Possible Tri cl inia, ·Late Fifth-Century 
11. H. of Parthenius 3 3.70 3 .70 
12. Theodosian Pa I. 9 4.30 4.25 
13. Theodosian Pa I. 8 6.40 6.6 
Apse Dimensions 
Width Depth 
4.3 4.4 
4.8 6.3 
5.3 4.15 
5.5 4.2 
5.0 3.5 (4 .0) 
6.3 4.5 
6.85 4.85 
6.6 4.5 
5.1 3.0 
3. io 1.50 
3.40 1.80 
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is 4.3 m. deep. Contrary to triclinia construction elsewhere at Stobi, 
the room is quite smal I and the apse is more than a half circle. As we 
wi I I discuss below, these features are characteristic of earlier forms 
of tricl inia. 
Room 15 of the House of Peristerias is, chronologically, the next 
example. Here we see the form that characterizes most of the late-
fourth-century tricl inia, except that it has narrower proportions. 
Evidence for dating the room 1s poor, but it was constructed prior to a 
second tricl inium (room 16), directly along side of it, that is a member 
of the ma 1 n group.. Nonethe 1.ess, the 'cut-away' corners of the apse, and 
the opus mixtum apse wal I construction are found in Room 15 and we 
should not place its construction date long before the main group. 
It is interesting to note that 1n each of the two houses (House of 
the Fuller and House of Peristeria) that contain earlier forms of 
triclinia, a second triclinium was added in the latter half of the 
fourth century, with size and proportions that are characteristic of the 
main group of Stobi triclinia. In the House of the Fuller, the earlier 
triclinium (room 27) is so radically different from the later examples 
that it is easily hypothesized that changes of style (and perhaps of 
function, discussed below) prompted the addition of the large triclinium 
(room 1) south of the courtyard. In the House of Peristeria, however, 
the earlier tricl inium (room 15) is not so very different in plan from 
the triclinium (room 16) later bui It right next to it (see fig. 6.1). A 
few construction detai Is should be noted. The entrance wal I of room 15 
is in alignment with a wal I that continues to the north west of the 
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courtyard (between rooms 19 and 23), while the entrance wal I of the new 
room (16) 1s placed further to the southwest, disrupting the alignment 
of these two earlier wal Is. Room 16 is also made broader than 15, 
creating a room of proportion equal to those noted among the main group 
of Stobi tricl inia. I am inclined to view the construction differences 
between the two rooms as an effort to make room 16 in the same 
proportion we shal I witness among the examples from the other houses. 
Perhaps, this is should even be considered a motivating factor in the 
decision to bui Id room 16 as a replacement for room 15. 
Two f.i.nal.examples. were constructed in the latter half of the fifth 
century, in the House of Parthenius and the House of Psalms. The latter 
example is part of an extensive remodeling of the house, probably after 
the construction of the Central Basilica. Here, the triclinium (no. 9a 
1n the table) is bui It over an earlier room of the same depth but 2.15 
m. wider (a member of the main group) .2 The proportions of the new room 
are quite narrow and the apse fil Is the entire width of the room.3 The 
characteristics of these two examples imply that the design criteria of 
the fourth-century tricl inia do not carry over into the later fifth 
century. 
2 No apse has been discovered in the earlier triclinium but excavation 
has not been conducted where it might have existed. 
3 The tricl inium in the House of Parthenius is the only example that 
surely did not contain an apse. There, a low platform at the east 
end of the room defines the dining area and substitutes for the more 
usual apsidal arrangement. Tri cl inia without apses have many 
para I leis elsewhere, for example, at Argos and Antioch; see 
discussion below. 
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Room Proportions and a Reconstruction of the Stobi Triclinia 
A study of the sizes and proportions of the main group of tricl inia 
reveals just how important these apsidal rooms were to the concept of 
the plan. In figure 6.2 the proportions of the fourth-century rooms are 
compared with the amount of square area.4 The apsidal tricl inia are 
designated by large letters and other rooms by smal I letters. Three 
curves, marked 2 m, 5 m, and 8 m, show how proportion would vary if one 
dimension of the rooms were constant, as in construction where room 
sizes are derived by the subdivision of two para I lel wal Is. It can be 
seen .that the.majoci.ty of rooms are in fact derived from such a 
subdivision, and that the span of the rooms rarely exceeds 5 meters. 
This is certainly the dimension of the beams supporting the upper story 
and the roof, and indicates that this span was a normal structural 
limitation, probably based upon the avai labi I ity of wood and economy of 
construction. Vaulting would have al lowed larger spans to be used, but 
there is no indication in any of these bui I dings that it was ever 
employed. Along the right-hand side of the chart the plots of the 
apsidal rooms can be seen. Clearly greater spans were employed and much 
larger spaces were encompassed than in the nondescript, normal-sized 
rooms. But also, the builders of the apsidal rooms seem intentionally 
to have used a standard proportion in their design. Despite variation 
in "dimensions, the plots of the apsidal rooms fal I within a narrow 
4 In figure 6.2, the Theodosian Palace is abbreviated TP, Episcopal 
Residence - ER, House of Peristerias - Per, Casino - C, House of 
Fuller - HF, and the House of Psalms - HP. Room numbers fol low the 
abbreviations. Only those rooms that appear to have been constructed 
in the fourth-century are plotted. 
I 
I 
c 
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vertical column on the chart. Of the seven rooms belonging to the main 
group, five have nearly identical proportions and two others (Cl and 
HFl) fal I just outside this group. The two tricl inia of the earlier 
part of the fourth century (HPl and Per 15) that deviate from this 
standard proportion were later augmented by the addition of new 
tricl inia. This standard proportion, between 5:6 and 6:7, cannot be 
accidental. To what cause can we attribute this standard proportion? 
The fact that actual room dimensions vary suggests that the reason for 
it was not strictly functional. If, for example, couches, or other 
furnishings of standard length; were part of the design criteria we 
should expect the dimensions as wel I the proportions to be similar. 
More I ikely, the proportions themselves were a conscious part of the 
design, thereby emphasizing the unique nature of this single room within 
a residence that in its other constituent parts was rather loosely 
designed and non-descript. Certainly 1n terms of social function 
(discussed below), the triclinia must be associated with an 
architectural formality not found elsewhere in the residences. It 
suggests that tricl inia were the center of the house in architectural as 
wel I as social terms. 
For two reasons we should consider that this type of room was a 
two-story volume. First the clear span, varying from about 7 to 10.5 
m., makes it almost impossible for a second floor to be constructed. 
The second reason is the form of the apse itself. The clear span of the 
apse varies from about 5 to nearly 7 meters, making the height of the 
room at least that dimension, but more likely higher, 7.5 to 10 meters 
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in height, to accommodate an arch of normal proportion. Thus the 
configuration of these rooms was that of an apsidal room with a two-
story volume flanked by chambers a single story high. 
A residence at Salamine, Cyprus, provides a good para! lei_ for the 
restored heights, volume, and I ighting of the Stobi tricl inia (see fig. 
6.3) _5 The plan. of the residence, which was constructed in the late 
fourth or early fifth century, is comparable to the Stobi examples: an 
apsidal tricl inium dominates the plan and the rooms are organized around 
a central courtyard.6 The tricl inium is about 8.3 x 10 m., with an apse 
ca .. 6.5 m. wide ... and 4 .. 3c deep, and most importantly its ful I elevation 
can be restored, based upon the recovery of the interior decoration of 
the room.7 Each side of the room was sheathed by a two story stucco 
facade.a The height of the room and the apse equal the height of their 
widths, ca. 8 m. and 6.5 m., respectively. On the sidewalls, windows 
are restored between the ~olumns of the upper order at a height of ca. 5 
m. Another example of a tricl inium thought to be a two-story volume is 
5 G. Argoud, 0. Cal lot, and B. He! ly, "Une residence byzantine, 
'!'Hui lerie, '"Sal amine de Chypre XI (Paris 1980). 
6 The date is based upon the history of the site, no archaeological 
deposits dating the initial construction were excavated. Ibid., 49. 
After earthquakes of 332 and 342, the Emperor Constance II (337-361) 
helped the residents rebui Id the town and as an honor to him the town 
was renamed Constantia. "L'Hui lerie" is thought to postdate this 
general reconstruction. 
7 Dimensions are estimated from the pub! ished plan and sections, pis. 
XXIII and XLIV'. 
8 From another set of rooms, a similar ensemble of marble was 
recovered. The marble pi laster columns, capitals, architraves, etc., 
are i I lustrated in pis. XXIV-XXVII. 
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1n the •Palace of the Dux,• in Apol lonia.9 The palace is thought to be 
the residence of the Dux, the highest provincial authority of Libya 
Pentapolis, and is dated to the late fifth or early sixth century.10 
Two-stories are proposed for the residence, arranged around a courtyard 
that contains a colonnade on the ground floor. The apsidal tricl inium 
(ca. 8 x 10 m.), opening directly to the west side of the court, is 
restored as a two-story volume roofed with a wood truss, although no 
explicit evidence is offered.11 As at Stobi, the volume of the room and 
the apsidal construction are an adequate basis for the reconstruction . 
. We should not. consider two-story··construction as rare, but few bui I dings 
are wel I enough preserved to al low a reconstruction. Often it is the 
case that reconstructions of the residences are simply not offered in 
the publications. 
Most of the evidence for restoring the auxi I iary rooms of the Stobi 
residences with two stories comes from the fifth-century 
reconstructions. The House of Parthenius and the Theodosian Palace each 
have a two-story peristyle; they are restored on the basis of cut-stone 
members recovered in the excavations. Also the House of Peristerias 
preserves the lower portion of three stairs (in rooms 19, 25, and 26) 
9 R. Goodchi Id, "A Byzantine Palace at Apo I Ionia (Cyrenaica)," 
Antiquity XXXIV (1960) 246-258. 
10 Ibid. 246-247, note 6. Apol Ionia (Sozusa) was the sixth century 
capital of Libya Pentapol is. The identification of the bui I ding as a 
palace is apparently based on the size and elaborateness of the 
bui !ding. Evidence for the date is not presented. 
11 Ibid. 253, and fig. 2 on p. 252. 
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that led to an upper story. But no evidence that the overal I structure 
of the fourth-century houses were two storied exists. The fifth-century 
houses fol low the same general wal I construction techniques as in the 
preceeding century, with wal Is 65 to 70 cm. thick, but the two-story 
peristyles (indicating an overal I two-story structure) are probably a 
characteristic I imited to the later bui !ding period. 
The Sigma Dining Arrangement 
The development of the apsidal tricl inium, 1n the early part of the 
.Late Antique period (the thfrd and early fourth centuries), is an 
important and widely distributed aspect of residential design. As wi I I 
be discussed, the form of the triclinium develops from the adoption, and 
subsequent popularity, of a new dining arrangement, in the sigma shape. 
The sigma and single-apsed triclinium were first popularized in the 
western part of the Roman Empire, and seem not to have been as widely 
accepted in domestic architecture in the east. In the latter part of 
the fourth century, the tricl inium grows in size and importance, 
dominating the residential design and incorporating other domestic 
activities into it. The single-apsed tricl inium is not, however, the 
only form of Late Antique dining room; the traditional U-shaped dining 
arrangement, within a rectangular room, persists, particularly in the 
eastern provinces.12 
12 Some terms used here have ambiguous meanings and the fol lowing 
glossary is provided to aid the reader. Generally, where confusion 
might occur in the text, the terms are modified; e.g., single-apsed 
tricl inium, sigma dining arrangement, (T' dining arrangement, etc. 
Al I the terms are defined in the text, at the point where they are 
-·-~·----·-------------~---------------------------------
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Through many avenues of 1nqu1ry, the internal arrangement, 
function, and furnishings of Late Antique apsidal tricl inia are now 
quite clearly defined. This 1s one of those fortunate cases where 
studies of literature, art, and archaeology have elucidated a consistent 
and coherent picture of a direct architectural response to a change in 
social custom. Al I too often, the relationship between the development 
of a particular architectural form to the social activity that prompted 
the form, remains just beyond our grasp. Four works that are central to 
introduced and discussed; they are also defined below for 
convenience. 
Oecus A dining room containing columns, as defined by Vitruvius 
(VI. iii .8-10, quoted below). Occasionally, authors use 
the term in reference to a larger than normal tricl inium, 
whether there are columns or not, a usage imp I ied in 
Vitruvius' description of Cyzicene dining rooms. 
Sigma The dining arrangement of couches formed in a semicircle, 
as wel I as for the "sigma" shape, derived from the later 
Greek lunate letter •c.• 
Stibadium Used as the equivalent of •sigma dining arrangement• in 
ancient I iterature or to refer to the cushion, of 
semicircular form, that lay along the inner edge of the 
dining couches. The latter meaning is used in the text. 
'T' The shape of the remainder of a triclinium where there 
are couches arranged in a 'U.' Normally the term is used 
to describe the area occupied by mosaic paving. 
tricl inium The term is used as the equivalent of "dining room,• 
although it has a I iteral meaning of •a room with three 
couches.• The word is norma I I y a,ssoc i ated with the 
conventional form of dining room containing three couches 
arranged in the shape of a 'U' along three sides of the 
room. 
'U' Used to describe a triclinium arrangement whereby three 
rectilinear couches are arranged along three wal Is of a 
triclinium, the normal Hellenistic and Roman practice. 
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the scholarship are, in chronological order: Irving Lavin's work on Late 
Antique and Early Medieval palace tricl inia; Richard Krautheimer's 
article on the "Decanneacubita,• the tricl inium of nineteen couches rn 
the imperial palace of Constantinople; Guni I la ~kerstrom-Hougen's 
analysis of the mosaics of Vil la of the Falconer in Argos; and Noel 
Duval 's recent synthetic work on Late Antique imperial architecture.13 
First, brief mention should be made of the dining-room form prior 
to the Late Antique period, wel I known for the Classical Greek period 
from the excavations at Olynthus,14 and from Pompeii for Late Republic 
and Early Imperial Roman times.15 The form of the room is traditionally 
rectangular, I ined with couches against the wal Is (arranged in a 'U' 
shape), and the diners ate from smal I, often moveable tables.16 
Distinctions can be made, but the form of the couches, in a rectangular 
13 I. Lavin, "The House of the Lord: Aspects of the Ro I e of Pa I ace 
Tri cl inia in the Architecture of Late Antiquity and the Early Middle 
Ages,• The Art Bui letin (1962) 1-27 (hereafter cited as Lavin, 
"Tri c I in i a 11);R. Krauthe i mer, "Die Decanneacub i ta in Konstan i nope I : 
Ein kleiner Beitrag zur Frage Rom und Byzanz," in Tortulae; Studien 
~ altchristlichen und byzantinischen Monumenten, Romische 
Quartalschrift, supp. 30 (1966) 195-200 (hereafter cited as 
Krautheimer, "Decanneacubita"); G. l\kerstrom-Hougen, The Calendar and 
Hunting Mosaics of the Vi I I a £.!. the Fa I con er i..'!. Argos-:-Acta Inst i tut i 
Atheniensis Regni Sueciae, Series 40, XXIII (Stockholm, 1974) 
(hereafter cited as l\kerstrom-Hougen, Argos); and N. Duval, "Les 
maisons d'Apam6e et I 'architecture 11 palatiale" de I 'antiquite 
tardive,• in Col loque Apamee de SyriJ III (Bruxelles) 447-470 
(hereafter cited as Duval, "Maisons• . 
14 D. M. Robinson, Excavations at Olynthus, vols. II and XII (Baltimore, 
1930 and 1946) . 
15 Consult A. G. McKay, Houses, Vil la and Palaces in the Roman World, 
(Ithaca, 1975) (hereafter cited as MCKay, HouseS) for a summary. 
16 For descriptions of the dinners, see Plato's Symposium, and 
Petronius' Satyricon. 
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arrangement, is nearly universal;17 so much so, that the introduction 
of an alternate shape of couch and dining arrangement stands out as 
truly innovative. 
One of the earlier references to the semicircular dining 
arrangement is in the Historiae Augustae, where Elagabalus (218-222) 1s 
credited with an adaptation of the semicircular couch (sigma18). 
"primus denique invenit sigma in terra sternere, 
non in lectul is, ut a pedibus utres per pueros ad 
felandum spiritum solverentur." 
"he was the first to think of placing a semi-
circular group on the ground instead of on couches, 
.. with the purpose of having the air pi I lows loosened 
by slaves who stood at the feet of the guests and 
the air thus let out.•19 
After the early third century references to the sigma are quite common 
in literature and numerous excavated houses have evidence of its use, 
suggesting that this is a plausible date for the early popularity of the 
sigma dining arrangement.20 The largest body of evidence to document 
17 Marcus Vitruvius Pol I io, De Architectura, (VI.iii .8-10 [quoted 
below]; VI. iv.2; VI.vii .3-4) describes oeci in which more than one 
set of dining couches are arranged and dining rooms suitable for the 
different seasons of year, but does not al Jude to more than one couch 
arrangement. 
18 After the form of the lunate Greek sigma (C). Der Kleine Pauly 
(Munich: Druckenmul !er, 1975) s.v. "sigma,• by---W:- H. Gross, vol. 5, 
182-183. 
19 Scr·i otores Hi stor i ae Augustae, "Antoni nus EI agaba I us, 11 XXXV. 3, trans. 
by D. Magie, (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard, 1953) vol. II, 155. 
20 The evidence from the houses is discussed below; for commentary on 
the I iterature see Duval, "Maisons,• 459. Duval cites the passage in 
the Historiae Augustae as evidence that Elagabalus popularized this 
type of arrangement, but the earliest use of the term is in an 
epigram of Martial (late first century A.D.); Martial, Epigrammata, 
XIV.87.I. The terms sigma and stibadium are used somewhat 
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the chronology of this transition from the rectangular kline to the 
semicircular sigma comes, however, from funereal sculpture and 
representations of banquet scenes rn tomb paintings.21 The rectangular 
kline are common in Greek, Etruscan, and Roman art; on grave steles, 
urns, and sarchophagi. The semicircular type appears in the Imperial 
Roman period with the largest number of examples dated from the 
beginning of the third century to the middle of the fourth.22 It rs 
noteworthy that most of these examples are from the western part of the 
empire, North Africa and Italy, suggesting a western origin. The same 
geographic di str i but ion is s.een among the aps i da I tr i c I in i um (discussed 
below). 
The actual dining arrangements and social ritual, within a domestic 
setting, are more easily visualized, however, from a later description, 
by Sidonius Apol linaris, of a dinner hosted by the emperor Maiorianus rn 
461 A.o.23 The dinner party consisted of seven guests and the host, 
interchangeably in the literature. Stibadium is also used to refer 
to just the cushion arranged in a semicircle at the head of the 
couches (the interior of the semicircle), and on open ground, without 
couches, while dining out of doors. For the later usage of these 
terms see J. Grosdidier de Matons, "Note sur le sens m~dieval du mot 
KAINH," Travaux et memoires. Centre de Recherche d'histoire et 
civi I isation byzantines VII (1979) 363-373 (hereafter cited as 
Grosdidier, "KAINH"). 
21 E. Jastrzebowska, "Les sc~nes de banquet dans les peintures et 
sculptures chr~tiennes des IIIe et Ive siecles, Recherches 
auqustiniennes XIV (1979) 3-90 (hereafter cited as Jastrzebowska, 
"Sc~nes de banquet") . 
22 Jastrzebowska, "Sc~nes de banquet,• 11-13. See this work for a 
discussion of the funereal banquet. 
23 ~aius Sol I ius Apol linaris Sidonius, Epistularum I.xi .10-15, trans. by 
W. B. Anderson (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard, 1956) 404-410. 
• 
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arranged in order of status on a semicircular couch: the guest of honor 
at the left "horn" of the semicircle (to the right of an observer facing 
the interior of the room), followed by the remainder in order of rank, 
while the host occupied the last position at the right (the right 
"horn"). They reel ined on their left elbows (for which a cushion 
[stibadium) was normally provided) and ate from the semicircular table. 
Servants served the table from the open front, and an aisle around the 
outside of the couch (at the feet of the diners) al lowed the servants to 
reach the·guests for washing their hands.24 Conversation also fol lowed 
a ritual: the.host initiated conversation with the guest of honor and 
then each of the other guests in turn. 
Turning now to representations in art, two examples wi I I 
demonstrate the dining arrangement.25 First, a wal I mosaic depicting 
the Last Supper in S. Apo! linare Nuovo at Ravenna (fig. 6.4). The sigma 
table (holding a platter with two fish) occupies the center of the 
arrangement and is surrounded by couches (with stibadium [cushion)) also 
in semicircular shape. Christ, at the left, occupies the position of 
host, and the twelve apostles are seated around the "horn.•26 Even more 
complete is the representation of Pharaoh's banquet in the Vienna 
24 Ibid., 404, n. 2; commentary on the dining arrangement by W. B. 
Anderson. 
25 Jastrzebowska, •Sc~nes de banquet," presents a catalog of 113 scenes 
from sculpture and 32 painted scenes, Christian and pagan, from the 
third and fourth centuries. 
26 G. Bovini, Mosaici ~~·Apo! I inare Nuovo. II ciclo cristologico, 
(Firenze 1958) 43, suggests a date between 520 and 530 A.D . 
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Genesis, since the entertainment for the dinner, a team of musicians, 1s 
also represented (fig. 6.5) .27 
The connection between these figural and I iterary descriptions to 
the apsidal tricl inium is made, however, by a we! I known floor mosaic, 
in the House of the Buffet Supper in Antioch-Daphne,28 where the sigma 
table, with depictions of dishes, but lacking an indication of the 
surrounding couches, is represented in the mosaic paving. Originally 
the room held an apsidal end, and this shape was subsequently modified 
and squared, retaining only the mosaic representation of the sigma.29 
Thus, we have a direct confirmation of the relationship between the 
sigma and an apsidal tricl inium.30 
At Argos, in the floor mosaic of the House of the Falconer, an even 
more complete, and I iteral, representation has been discovered, 
depicting al I the furnishings, and an allusion to entertainment, for a 
Late Antique dinner party (see figs. 6.6 and 6.7) .31 The mosaic, within 
27 See Akerstrom-Hougen, Argos, 102-103, figs 59 and 60, for commentary 
on this miniature and the mosaic in S. Apo! I inare Nuovo. 
28 D. Levi, Antioch Mosaic Pavements, I (Princeton 1947) 127-141, dated 
to the early third century. 
29 R. Sti I lwel I, "Houses of Antioch," DOP 15 (1961) 51 (hereafter 
abbreviated as Sti I lwel I, "Antioch"-)-.-
30 Akerstrom-Hougen, Araos, 101, doubts that the room was wide enough to 
actually hold couches and function as a tricl inium. Her observation 
is based upon an estimate of the room's width as ca. 4.5 m. from a 
photograph in the pub I ication, however, Sti I lwel I ("Antioch," 55) 
I ists the dimension of the room as 5.10 rn. Since Akerstrom-Hougen 
I ists the maximum dimension of the klinai divisions at Argos as 1.4 
m., there is room for couches in the Antioch example. 
31 Akerstrom-Hougen, Argos, 101-107, dated to ca. 400 A.D. A terminus 
post quern is provided by coins of Valentinian II (375-392) p. 14. 
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a square room (6 x 6 m.), holds two rectangular fields: the rnner 
depicts the furniture and repast for the banquet; the outer represents 
entertainment for the diners, depicting the thiasus (Dionysus surrounded 
by revelers). The inner field is semicircular, containing seven wedge-
shaped divisions representing the placement of couches. These, in turn, 
are arranged around a semicircular srgma table holding a platter with 
two fish.32 
Finally, to complete the argument that the sigma arrangement gave 
rrse to apsidal tricl inia, there is evidence of the arrangement 
preserved in the apses of excavated houses. One noteworthy example 
should be described, the so-cal led Episcopal Residence at Histria rn 
Roumania (fig. 6.8) _33 The room, part of a peristyle house, is 6 m. 
wide and 7.6 m. deep oriented NE-SW. The most important feature is the 
preserved foundation of a sigma .arrangement within the apse, while just 
in front of the apse a fragment of a sigma table (of the lobed variety) 
was discovered.34 Barnea interpreted the room as a chapel, belonging to 
the residence of an aristocrat or bishop, and interpreted the 
foundations as part of an altar and synthronos. In a review of the 
Kolarik includes the calendar mosaic among figural compostitions 
dated to the sixth century (Kolarik, "Mosaics," p.512, note 291). 
32 One other apsidal mosaic representation of the sigma, within a 
rectangular room is found at Carthage, the "House of the Peacock." 
See commentary rn Duval, "Maisons," 461, 464, and n. 32. 
33 I. Barnea, Les monuments paleochretiens de la Roumanie (Vatican City, 
1977) 138-140. - -
34 Ibid. 139, fig. 47.2. 
I. 
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evidence, however, Duval has reinterpreted the remains correctly as a 
tricl inium dining arrangement. "Mais i I suffit, pour un special iste de 
cette periode, de visiter la ruine et de connaitre par ai I leurs les 
installations de repas conservees ... i I s'agit d'une banquette en sigma 
avec I 'emplacement pour la table au centre.•35 
The sigma tradition, however, is not quite as universal as 
suggested above. Despite the spread of its popularity it never 
completely replaces the earlier rectangular form of tricl inia, 
particularly in the eastern provinces of the Empire.36 Houses excavated 
at Antioch-Daphne, that present a chronology of tricl inia from the 
second to the early part of the sixth century, make this clear. The 
predominant tradition at Antioch is the 'T' type triclinium: 
characterized by a square to rectangular plan with a maximum span 1n the 
range of 4 to 6 meters.37 The •pristine" arrangement is wel I defined by 
the numerous mosaics that adorned the rooms in the second century A.C., 
demonstrating that rectangular couches were placed along the three 
interior walls. The mosaic figural panels (emblemata) are arranged 1n 
the shape of a 'T' with the stem occupying the center of the room and 
the upper bar along the wal I at the entrance. Scenes are oriented to be 
"read" from the interior of the room, i.e., from the position of the 
35 N. Duval, "L'archeologie chretienne en Roumanie a propos de deux 
I ivres recents de I. Barnea,• Revue archeologique (1980) 328. 
36 The name triclinium is, of course, derived from the rectangular 
arrangement of three couches, see Der Kleine Pauly, op. ·cit. (in note 
18) s.v. •tricl inium," by W. H. Gross, 955. 
37 R. Sti I lwel I, "Antioch," 54-56. 
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diners on the couches.38 Tricl inia in the third century, at Antioch, 
show two developments: an enlargement of the room, with dimensions 
reaching 7 to 8 meters, and the introduction of mosaic designs that fi I I 
the entire space of the room. The House of the Buffet supper, mentioned 
above, was constructed at this time, showing direct influence of the 
sigma tradition. The tricl inium with the apsidal arrangement in this 
house, however, is only one of three, and the two tricl inia that flank 
it to either side are in the 'T' tradition. As mentioned above, the 
central room was later modified and squared, retaining only the mosaic 
representation of the sigma. The-modification of this room, and the 
lack of apsidal tricl inia in other houses, suggests that dining in the 
sigma arrangement never became popular at Antioch.39 At Apamea, 
however, apsidal tricl inia were constructed 1n greater numbers. The 
house cal led •au tricl inos" has three rooms of this type but many of the 
Late Antique houses, for example the "Maison aux consoles," the "Maison 
aux pi lastres, 11 and the "Maison des chapiteaux a consoles" never held 
the arrangement.40 
In the fourth and fifth centuries the triclinium continues to be 
enlarged but the experiment of the sigma arrangement was abandoned at 
Antioch. Particularly interesting is the so-cal led "Constantinian 
38 Ibid. 48-53. Some of the clearest examples are the "Atrium" House, 
House of the Calendar, and the House of Narcissus; dated to the 
second century. 
39 Ibid. 51. 
40 J. Baity, Guide d'Apamee (Bruxelles, 1981) 85-86, 120-135. 
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Vi Ila,• where the tricl inium is 8.5 by 12.5 meters and contains an 
octagonal fountain in the center of the room, reminiscent of the Stobi 
houses in their final phases.41 
Closer at hand to Stobi, an example of the 'T' arrangement is 
preserved at Thessalonica, in a room ca. 5.75 square.42 At Stobi 
itself, there is evidence that one of the dining rooms was not in the 
sigma design (in the House of Parthenius, see next section) and we might 
wonder if the discovery of rectangular or circular tables should be 
associated with the 'T' arrangement. Although the 'T' 1s more commonly 
found in N. Africa43 and Syria,44 the smaller, often square, non-
apsidal triclinia represent a continuation of some aspects of this 
arrangement. A room, such as that at Argos, was I ittle larger than the 
m1n1mum space to accomodate the dining arrangements and it is doubtful 
that entertainment involving more than a few musicians could have been 
held 1n the same space. The expansion of the overal I size of the room, 
seen at Antioch and Stobi, more easily held the many social activities 
connected with the dinner. 
41 Ibid. 53. The houses of Antioch and Daphne are predominantly dated 
by sty I istic analysis of the mosaics. While there is no need to 
question the overal I chronology proposed by D. Levi, we should al low 
for some latitude in the dates proposed. 
42 M. Karamanol i-Siganidou, ~pyaioXoli~ov 6EXrCov 25 (1970) B, 371-372 
and fig. 8 p. 372, summarized in odini, V1 Iles, 382-383, fig. 32. 
It is, unfortunately, not wel I dated nor is the house completely 
excavated. 
43 R. Rebuffat, "Maisons a peristxle d'Afrique du Nord. Repertoire de 
plans pub I ies," Melanges de _!_'Ecole fransaise de Rome LXXXI (1969) 
659-724; part II, LXXXVI (1974) 445-499. 
44 See Sti I lwel I, "Antioch." 
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More directly relevant to the situation at Stobi are houses to 
which an apsidal tricl inium was added in the third or fourth centuries. 
Examples abound in the western provinces: as at Lui I ingstone (Kent);45 
the "Domus del la Fortuna annonaria,• at Ostia;46 the vi I la at Balacza 
(Hungary);47 and the villa at Chiragan (France).48 And there are 
numerous examples where the arrangement is implied by the mosaic paving.49 
The addition of the apse to older triclinia documents the spread of the 
sigma dining arrangement . 
.The "Emphasized" Tri cl inium 
The addition of the aps i da I end· is, however, on I y one aspect of a 
trend in which the triclinium becomes the most dominant room of Late 
Antique houses. Tri cl inia increase in size (as we have noted at 
45 G. W. Meates, Lui I ingstone Roman Vi I la, (London, 1955), cited by, 
with commentary and i I lustrat1ons, MacKay, Houses, 191-193. 
46 G. Becatti, •case ostiensi del tardo imperio - I,• Bollettino d'arte 
33 (1948) 122-124 (hereafter cited as Becatti, "Ostia•). 
47 K. Swoboda, Romische und romanische Palaste, 3rd ed. (Wien, 1969) 25, 
276 (hereafter cited as-Swoboda, Palaste). 
48 L. Joulin, "Les etablissements gal lo-romains de la plaine de Martres-
Tolosanes,• Academie des inscriptions et bel les-lettres. Memoires 
presentes ~divers savants, ser. I, XI (1901) 219ff, cited in 
Lavin, •Triclinia,• 25, note 201, and in Swoboda, Pal~ste, 17, note 
29. 
49 Lui lin9stone is a good example. See also J. M. C. Toynbee, Art in 
Roman Britain, 2nd ed., (London 1963) cat. no. 192, and for--:ui"e~ 
tricl inium mosaic in the Frampton Vi I la, Dorset, cat. no. 199. The 
Frampton Vi I la is also dated to the fourth century. See also the 
apsidal mosaics from Tabarka, Tunisia, in K. Dunbabin, The Mosaics of 
Roman North Africa (Oxford, 1978) 122, pis. 111-113, dated to the 
late fourth or early fifth century. 
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Antioch), and are generally placed at one end of an axial and 
synvnetrical organization that treats the remaining elements of the plan 
as subsidiary spaces. In sum, the tricl inium is at the head, both 
I iterally and figuratively, of the Late Antique residence. Even the 
simplest of Late Antique houses, in which there 1s I ittle pretension, 
are dominated by the tricl inium.50 The phenomenon has been termed the 
•emphasized" tricl inium by I. Lavin, and it is apt, for the emphasis 1s 
not only a formal, purely architectural, expression, but also a 
functional expression.51 Many domestic activities (dining, 
enterta.i.ning, sleepi.ng, and reception of visitors), conducted 1n 
separate rooms as described by Vitruvius (Book VI) and seen in the 
houses at Pompeii, are, to some degree, assimilated into a single room. 
Within the tricl inium at Lui I ingstone, for example, it has been proposed 
that dining was a function of the apsidal end of the room, that the main 
body of the room was used for reception and entertainment, and that "the 
owners probably used the dining couches and the tricl inium as the master 
bedroom!•52 Some of this conflation of activities may be seasonal, when 
only a single room may have been heated, and, perhaps, less likely in 
•palatial" residences. This certainly seems, however, to be an aspect 
of Stobi residences where there is evidence that only the tricl inium, of 
al I the rooms, could be sealed behind doors.53 
50 Al I of the houses mentioned 1n notes 35-38 exhibit this trend. 
51 Lavin, •Triclinia,• 15. 
52 McKay, Houses, lg2. 
53 As noted in the Theodosian Palace and House of Parthenius. 
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An enlarged tricl inium, seemingly so popular during the Late 
Antique period, is, however, a variation that is considerably more 
ancient. In this connection it is worth quoting Vitruvius at some 
length.54 
8. Dining rooms ought to be twice as long as they are wide. 
The height of al I oblong rooms should be calculated by 
adding together their measured length and width, taking one 
half of this total, and using the result for the height. 
But in the case of exedra or square oeci, let the height be 
brought up to one and one half times the width. Picture 
galleries, I ike exedrae, should be constructed of generous 
dimensions. Corinthian and tetrastyle oeci, as wel I as 
those termed Egyptian, should have the same symmetrical 
proportions in width and length as the dining rooms 
described above, but since they have columns in them, their 
dimensions should be ampler. 
9. The fol lowing wi I I be the distinction between Corinthian 
and Egyptian oeci: the Corinthian have single tiers of 
columns, set either on a podium or on the ground, with 
architraves over them and coronae either of woodwork or of 
stucco, and carved vaulted cei I ings above the coronae. In 
the Egyptian there are architraves over the columns, and 
joists laid thereon from the architraves to the surrounding 
wal Is, with a floor in the upper story to al low of walking 
round under the open sky. Then, above the architrave and 
perpendicularly over the lower tier of columns, columns one 
fourth smaller should be imposed. Above their architraves 
and ornaments are decorated cei I ings, and the upper columns 
have windows set in between them. Thus the Egyptian are not 
I ike Corinthian dining rooms, but obviously resemble 
basilicas. 
10. There are also, though not customary in Italy, the oec1 
which the Greek cal I Cyzicene. These are bui It with a 
northern exposure and generally command a view of gardens, 
and have folding doors in the middle. They are so long and 
so wide that two sets of dining couches, facing each other, 
with room to pass round them, can be placed therein. On the 
right and left they have windows which open I ike folding 
doors, so that views of the garden may be had from the 
dining couches through the opened windows. The height of 
such rooms is one and one half times their width. 
54 Marcus Vitruvius Pollio, De Architectura, trans. by M. H. Morgan, 
Vitruvius: The Ten Books on Architecture, (Cambridge," Mass., 1914) 
book VI, chapter-III, 8-1~ 
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The wealthiest residences, where large numbers of guests would need 
to be accomodated, would have had a number of options from which to 
choose. Examples of enlarged triclinia can be found in the Imperial 
palaces of Rome, even with apses. The remains of the Domus Aurea, 
Nero's Golden House, have numerous rooms with apsidal ends, and perhaps 
the octagonal room should be identified as the triclinium.55 A more 
certain identification is the tricl inium in Domitian's palace on the 
Palatine, a huge chamber, flanked by a pair of oval nymphaea, with a 
shallow apse at the interior end.56 Vitruvius' description of Cyzicene 
oeci seems to describe .Domitian's din-ing room almost exactly. We should 
also note its prominence within the overal I plan: the axial arrangement 
and its position behind the courtyard. These are characteristics that 
persist into the Late Antique period and beyond. 
An important aspect of the Domus Flavia, however, 1s that the 
tricl inium is only one of three apsidal hal Is. To the north of the 
western peristyle is the main audience hal I containing an apse on its 
southern side. Flanking this chamber is the so-cal led "basilica,• an 
apsidal hal I with an internal colonnade. The Domus Flavia, with its 
prominent apsidal hal Is, is early in the tradition of palace 
architecture that incorporates the apsidal form as the focus of the 
place of the emperor. It is also characteristic of later palaces, 
55 A. Boethius, The Golden House of Nero {Ann Arbor, Michigan, 1960) 
56 H. Finsen, La residence de Domitien sur le Palatin (Copenhagen, 
1969); A. Boethius and J.B. Ward-Perkins, Etruscan and Roman 
Architecture (London, 1970) 230-235; M. Petrignani, "La Domus 
Flavia,• Bol I. Centro Studi Storia Architectura 16 (1960) 57-75. 
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especially those of the Late Antique period, to incorporate a large 
number of apsidal halls into their plans, serving for audiences, 
receptions, and ceremonies, as wel I as for dining.57 
Vitruvius also devotes considerable attention to the height of 
dining rooms, and, as in so many other matters of architectural design, 
his prescription is intended to create the appropriate proportions for 
the room. While the Stobi tricl inia are far removed in time and space 
from Vitruvius, we can see in their design a similar concern for 
proportion; their physical dimensions were the result of a proportional, 
rather than a dimensional system .. Support for the reconstruction of 
heights of the Stobi tricl inia can also be gained from this passage. 
The major group of triclinia range 1n width from 7.2 to 10.5 m.; using 
the Vitruvian formula that the height should equal 1.5 x W, the rooms 
should be restored to heights ranging from 10.8 to 15.75 m. 
Vitruvius' description of Corinthian and Egyptian oeci, with their 
interior colonnades, also provides some insight into the architectural 
delineation of the interior spaces of the enlarged triclinia. 
"L'Hui lerie" at Sal amine can be seen in relation to the Egyptian~· 
where the two-story stucco facade implies the form of a basi I ica. The 
actual employment of free-standing columns within a domestic tricl inium 
is, however, quite rare. In North Africa, where the largest corpus of 
peristyle houses are known, Rebuffat cites only five colonnaded oeci .58 
57 It has been termed "architettura di potenza" by G. de Francovich. 
See G. de Francovich, II Palatium di Teodorico a Ravenna (Rome: De 
Luca, 1970). For more recent bibliography see Duval, "Maisons." 
58 R. Rebuffat, "Maisons a peristyle d'Afrique du Nord. Repertoire de 
I 
I 
L 
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Even where the economic resources were avai I able for such construction, 
however, as in the Imperial residences of the late third and early 
fourth-century, the interior spaces of audience hal Is, "basi I icas," and 
dining rooms were seldom arcaded. The preferred type of space for these 
functions was the large apsidal hall. Nevertheless, it would be naive 
to assume that Late Antique architects were unaware that al I these large 
"basi lical" hal Is were variations of a single genre, whether colonnaded 
or not. The Stobi bui I dings are a provincial interpretation of the 
•aulic" (hal led) architecture that is typical of the fourth century. 
Later Developments of "Emphasized" Triclinia 
The number of diners that could be accomodated in the standard 
sigma arrangement varies; in the passage by Sidonius Apol linaris the 
number is eight, so too, in the Historiae Augustae, Elagabalus invites 
eight bald men on one occasion, on another eight men suffering from 
gout, on another eight deaf men, etc.59 Perhaps the normal number of 
diners in a standard sigma arrangement was eight, even though the Argos 
mosaic depicts seven couches and ~kerstrom-Hougen argues for that as the 
most common number.60 The limitation, however, in the number of diners 
plans publ ies," Melanges de .!_'Ecole fran)aise de Rome LXXXI (1969) 
662, note l. In Algeria, the "Maison de la chapel le dionysiaque" at 
Djemi la-Cuicul. In Tunisia:·the "Maison des masques at Hadrumetum; 
the Maisons du terrain Salah Abdallah at Thysdrus; the Maison de 
l'Oecus at Utica; and the Maison des Laberi i at Uthina. 
59 Scriptores Historiae Augustae, op. cit. (in note 19) XXIX.3. 
60 ~kerstrom-Hougen, Argos, 104. A common number in the funereal 
representations is seven, but the number varies from 5 to 13 in other 
examples. The number seven may have some significance for the 
Christian funereal banquet, see Jastrzebowska, "Scenes de banquet." 
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that could be arranged in a single sigma was undoubtedly a factor 
leading to the adoption of multi-apsed triclinia, a variation of the 
large oeci described by Vitruvius. At the upper end of the spectrum, 
the imperial palace in Constantinople contained a triclinium of 19 
apses: the Decanneacubita known from the Book of Ceremonies of 
Constantine Porphyrogenetos (912-959) .61 Excavated examples of this 
highly elaborate type of tricl inium, with seven apses, have been dated 
to the fifth century: 1n Istanbul, the Palace of Lausos,62 and in 
Djemi la.63 The palace of Lausos, although not completely excavated, 1s 
a good example of the prominence given the triclinium, within the 
overal I plan of residences. The scheme is a highly developed axial 
arrangement: a semicircular colonnaded entrance portico leads to a 
circular hal I, fol lowed by a vestibule to the tricl inium. The room was 
an ample 12.4 m. wide, but the length of 52.5 m. created a space that 
focused narrowly on the apsidal end. Three additional apses protruded 
outward from each long side. At Djemi la-Cuicul, the internal 
arrangement of the dining room can be described in the same terms. 
Here, however, the room is not part of the major axis of the house. The 
axis passes through other rooms to the west of the tricl inium; composed 
61 Krautheimer, "Decanneacubita•. 
62 R. Naumann, "Vorbericht uber die Ausgrabungen zwischen Mese und 
Antiochus Pa last 1964 in Istanbul," Istanbul er Mittei lungen 15 (1965) 
135-148. For bibliography see W. Mui ler-Wiener, Bi ldlexikon zur 
Topographie Istanbuls (Tubingen 1977) 238. ~ 
63 J. Lassus, "Lasalle a sept absides de Djemi Ja-Cuicul," Antiquites 
africaines 5 (1971) 193-207 (hereafter cited as Lassus, "Sal le a sept 
abs ides"). 
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of an entrance hal I, then peristyle court, fol lowed by a colonnaded room 
and terminating in a single-apsed hal I. 
More convnon, however, are tricl inia with three apses (tricora), 
especially 1n the Latin west from the late third to the early fifth 
centuries, as in palaces at Piazza Armerina and Ravenna. Lavin cites 
nine other examples: two 1n Gaul and Spain, and seven 1n Africa 
Proconsularis.64 In the fifth century, examples of the tricorum begin 
to appear 1n the east.65 The position of the triclinium within the 
overal I plan of these large palaces 1s often similar to that found at 
Djemi la, i.e .. , .not on .the.main axis of the bui I ding, but many variations 
exist and the most elaborate palaces have multiple axes and a plethora 
of apsidal rooms. Although we have emphasized the role of these rooms 
as tricl inia they served a wide variety of ceremonial functions, as 
throne-rooms, and audience hal Is as wel I as for state banquets. 
Evidence of Dining Arrangements in the Stobi Tri cl inia 
Most of the evidence for the use of the Stobi tricl inia, sigma 
tables, and floor arrangements is, of course, from the final phases of 
these buildings, not from the fourth century. It is more appropriate, 
however, to introduce the evidence relating to the use of the tricl inia 
at this point, since the fifth-century additions emphasize other 
features of the houses. 
64 Lavin, "Tricl inia,• 4-5, 25-27. See also Duval, "Maisons,• 457-469. 
65 Lavin, "Tricl inia,• 10-11. 
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The sigma table, long thought to be a fixture of churches, is now 
also wel I established as a feature of residential dining rooms.66 At 
Stobi, three stone tables have been recovered, two in the so-cal led 
Casino, and another in the House of Parthenius. None was in situ but 
all were found in close association with the location where they were 
probably used. The sigma-shaped table from room 1 of the Casino was 
discovered on the axis of the apse (see Chapter Five), while just to the 
west of the fountain in the center of the room was found a rectan9ular 
table. The third example is the table found on the rectangular platform 
in the House of Parthenius, close.to where it was used, although its 
exact place of use is unknown.67 It is interesting to note that only 
the one found on the axis of the apse of the Casino 1$ in the fami I iar 
sigma shape, while the table found on the rectangular platform in the 
House of Parthenius is rectangular.68 Thus, we have a very direct 
confirmation of the connection between the sigma-shaped dining 
66 For bib I iography and discussion of sigma tables, both domestic and 
ecclesiastic, see E. Kitzinger, "A Marble Relief of the Theodosian 
Period," DOP 14 (1960) 22, esp. note 9; J. Lassus, "Sal le a sept 
absides,"---r9"3-194. The most complete and recent work is J.-P. Sodini 
and K. Kolokotsas, Al iki, l!: .!:! Basi I ique Double (Paris, 1984) 197-
206. 
67 The sigma-shaped plaque found in the nymphaeum of the Theodosian 
Palace is not included because its position can be restored with a 
fair degree of certainty upon one of the parapets that surrounded the 
nymphaeum. No certain connection can be made between the plaque and 
a tricl inium. 
68 The latter table is about one-third preserved; one side is completely 
preserved with square corners at each end. An opening to the center 
is preserved, not on the rectangular side where it would be located 
if the table were sigma shaped but on one of the broken edges. 
Therefore, it is restored as rectangular. 
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arrangement with the apse, as wel I as support for the possibi I ity that 
rectangular-shaped couches were stil I occasionally used in non-apsidal 
dining rooms. The form of these tables is the common unlobed variety, 
with no sculptural decoration on the outside edges; in fact, the table 
from the casino is of the same form depicted in the Argos mosaic. 
Among the Stobi tricl inia the floors of the apse (in every case 
where the excavations have provided the opportunity to observe the 
arrangement) are differentiated from the floors of the main room. The 
apse in the Theodosian Palace is paved with a coarse white mosaic while 
the.main part of the room was. paved with opus secti le.69 In the 
Episcopal Residence (Room 2g, in the fourth-century phase) the brick 
paving of the rectangular space was divided from the apse by a raised 
stone border.70 In room 15 of the House of Peristeria, the mosaic only 
covers the rectangular portion of the room, and in the House of Psalms 
the field of mosaic 1n the apse is distinguished from the field 1n the 
rest of the room by a separate border with a different pattern and by 
the "fish-scale" pattern of the mosaic. Also, within the House of 
Parthenius, the raised stone platform 1n room 1 differentiates the 
dining area from the remainder of the room. Even if some of these 
examples seem negligible, overal I, the distinction of the apse from the 
rectangular portion of the room is clear and consistent. 
sg It was noted in chapter three that Kolarik has proposed that the apse 
mosaic is later than the floors elsewhere in the bui I ding, based on 
the "crude" technique and materials employed. The difference between 
the paving of the apse and the main part of the triclinium, however, 
should be attributed to an intentional, functional differentiation. 
70 See Chapter Two. The fourth-century paving within the apse is not 
preserved. 
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The triclinium at Histria, for example, described above, is unusual 
only in the degree of preservation of the dining arrangements, where the 
foundations of the dining furniture are preserved in stone. Couches and 
tables were normally completely moveable (probably mounted on wooden 
supports during the banquets), perhaps to allow the same furniture to be 
used in both winter and summer dining rooms. The room in Argos was 
probably used only in warm weather, since there 1s no indication that 
there were doors mounted at the entrance.71 In fact, Vitruvius (Book V, 
chapter IV) prescribes different orientations for dining rooms to be 
used in the various seasons of the year: to the southwest for the 
winter, the east for the spring and fal 1, and to the north for the 
summer. The Argos room was oriented almost due east, but a better 
indication of the season for which a dining room was intended to be used 
is provided by the presence or absence· of doors. In a location such as 
Stobi, where snow occasional Jy fal Is in the winter, the tric·I inium would 
need to be wel I protected from the cold. In the Theodosian Palace and 
House of Parthenius the only rooms that certainly held doors were in 
fact the triclinia. 72 
This brings us to consider the function of the smal I apsidal rooms 
1n the Theodosian Palace (room 9) and the House of Parthenius (room 3): 
could they be summer dining rooms as their apsidal shape suggests? The 
main portion of each room is a relatively smal I space, ca. 4.2 m. square 
71 ~kerstrom-Hougen, Argos, 104. 
72 The situation is less clear in the other bui I dings because excavation 
is incomplete. 
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and ca. 3.8 m. square, and their apses are 3.35 and 3.12 m. wide, 
respectively. Each opens directly onto a courtyard corridor without 
intervening doors, a feature of the Argos house. So too, the column 
dividing the entrance of the Parthenius room into two arched entrances 
is reminiscent of the arrangement at Argos, where two columns are used 
for a room ca. 6 m. wide. One other feature, found in room 3 of the 
House of Parthenius and in tricl inia elsewhere, are the niches in the 
apse. The example nearest at hand are the niches found in the House of 
the Fuller (Room 1), the only apse at Stobi preserved to nearly its ful I 
orig i na I he i gh.t. 73 But niches are ·known e I sew here, for examp I e at 
Athens.74 
The argument for the use of these rooms (numbers 3 and 9, in the 
House of Parthenius and Theodosian Palace, respectively) for dining in 
the sigma arrangement, depends in considerable measure, however, on the 
size of the couches normally used. For this dimension the best evidence 
is again at Argos, where the couches have a maximum length of 1.4 m.75 
Al lowing for a somewhat smaller table than the one found in the Casino 
(ca. 1.4 m. wide) or the House of Parthenius,76 the space remaining for 
73 Apsidal rooms in the Episcopal Residence (room 29) and in the House 
of Peristerias (15) held windows, at least in their final phases, as 
shown by the recovery of window mul I ions. For the remainder of the 
tricl inia there is no evidence of either windows or niches but some 
combination of these elements must have been normally used. 
74 H. Thompson, "Activities in the Athenian Agora: 1958" Hesperia 28 
(1959) 104, fig. l; J.-P. Sodini, Vi Iles, figs. 3 and 6. 
75 Akerstrom-Hougen, Argos, 101. 
76 An examp 1·e from Thasos is on I y 91 cm. wide. Sodini , A I i k i Q, op. 
cit. (in note 66) 196. 
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each couch and room to walk around the outside would be only 1.15-1.25 
m. This would be cramped indeed! Nonetheless, another look at the 
mosaic from Ravenna shows the figures in a nearly upright sitting 
position and their legs extend over the sides of the couch. In 
Pharoah's Banquet, the diners tuck their legs beneath themselves and are 
also in a nearly upright position. It seems possible, if only just 
barely, that these two apsidal rooms at Stobi were smal I tricl inia with 
a sigma dining arrangement. But it is also possible, if in fact these 
were warm-weather dining rooms, that the apsidal appendage was only 
representative of the room's function without actually using the sigma 
arrangement of couches; i.e., the apse had become a symbol of elegant 
dining. This was suggested by Akerstrom-Hougen as an explanation for 
the representation of the sigma in the mosaic of the House of the Buffet 
Supper at Daphne. She interprets the mosaic not as an indication of the 
"furnishing of the room but only to provide a compact form of tricl inium 
decoration. It seems to be an honour paid to the etiquette of an old 
tradition.•77 By the time the two smal I apsidal rooms at Stobi were 
constructed the sigma tradition was at least two hundred years old. In 
any case, by the latter fifth century, the wel I-to-do, in large 
metropolitan centers, were no longer satisfied with the single-apsed 
tricl inium, and were constructing multi-apsed dining rooms; perhaps with 
the intention of trying to outdo their contemporaries and predecessors 
in the size of their dining room and the number of apses it contained. 
77 Akerstrom-Hougen, Argos, 101. 
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One other room at Stobi might also be considered as a possible 
dining room; room 8 1n the Theodosian Palace. Its size (ca. 6.5 m. 
square) and relationship to the court para I lei the non-apsidal examples 
described above, for example at Argos. The mosaic paving might also be 
construed as an indication of this function, but the identification 
cannot be pressed. 
Bui I ding A, the Fourth-Century Church 
Also shown in figure 6.1 is Bui I ding A, the church that preceded 
the Episcopal Basilica and is located beneath it.78 The building enters 
into this discussion by virtue of its similarities with the fourth-
century residences described above. Its overal I dimensions and manner 
of construction are virtually identical to those residences. The nave 
1s of simi far width to the tricl inia, its wal Is of identical width and 
constructed with a stone socle below a superstructure of mud brick. So 
too, the apse must have been of similar size and shape because the 
dimension that determines its size is the width of the nave. In section 
it would have had a high central space, I it from the apse and clerestory 
above, flanked by side aisles analogous 1n proportion and dimension to 
the residences. The differences, and they are considerable, are the 
colonnade, the length of the bui !ding, and the interior arrangement of 
spaces; i.e., Bui !ding A is a basi I ica with an internal colonnade 
dividing the bui !ding into a nave with side aisles. 
78 A description of the excavat i·ons in Bui .1 ding A is to be found in the 
pre! iminary reports: W-MZ, "1974," 142-144; W-MZ (1976), 283-290; 
Wiseman, "1978," 395-407. The bui !ding is sti I I under excavation by 
Dr. B. Aleksova of the University of Skopje. 
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In the course of excavation below the south aisle, however, a 
feature came to I ight that suggests that these differences were not part 
of the original building (see fig. 6.10). Part of the building's 
original construction was a wal I (91) dividing the south aisle at a 
location about four meters from the east end of the bui I ding. Its 
construction is substantial, bui It of mortared masonry and incorporating 
two large cut stone blocks at the south end, where it bonds with the 
south wall (90) of the church. In the later phase of the building, the 
wall 91 was removed to the level of the floor, leaving only its 
foundation.79 
This cross wal I has been exposed for a length of 2.5 m., to the 
limits of excavation, and certainly extended across the entire width of 
the aisle. It was discovered because the red mortar floor that covers 
most of the aisle did not extend over this area, thus prompting an 
investigation. This relationship with the floor, and the fact that i~ 
bonds with the south wall of the building, demonstrates its 
contemporaneity .with the original construction of the building, and that 
it rose above the floor, dividing the space of the aisle. It may even 
79 It should also be noted that the church has two phases of decoration 
in both its mosaic and fresco decoration. The second phase mosaics 
in the eastern end of the nave are superior to those of the western 
end. R. Kolarik has suggested that this difference may represent a 
lengthening of the church in its second phase. See Kolarik, 
•Mosaics," 29 and note 59. 
I 
I 
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be the eastern, exterior wall of the first-phase bui !ding.BO Only one 
face has been exposed, the western.Bl 
The purpose of this division has been somewhat of a mystery to us, 
and is quite inexplicable within the context of a Christian basi I ica. 
It creates a space of similar dimensions and equal proportions to the 
side chambers adjacent to the tricl inia I have previously described in 
the residences. The analogy to the residences, clearly, cannot be 
ignored. It also suggests that the colonnades of bui I ding A are a 
secondary feature; installed in a reconstruction when wal I 91 was 
dismantled to the level of the floor. 
There are two possible conclusions to be drawn from the 
similarities between the early church and the fourth-century residences. 
The first is that the early church was actually a residence, later 
modified to basi I ica form during its conversion to a church; the second 
is that it was originally bui It as a church, but in the form we have 
noted in the residences. The latter conclusion is supported by the 
BO B. Aleksova recently proposed at the Conference for Southeast 
European Studies (held in Belgrade, Sept. 1gB4) that the church 
expanded to the east in its second phase of construction. Of the two 
frescoes covering wall go, only the later extends over and beyond the 
position of wal I gi. 
81 2.2 m. from, and para! lei with, the south wal I (go) of the bui !ding, 
another wa 11 (g2) has a I so been discovered. This wa I I, however, is 
covered by the mortar floor and was broken through by the 
construction of the cross-wall just described. These circumstances 
demonstrate that wal I g2 existed prior to the construction of the 
bui I ding, and was not part of Bui I ding A. Its orientation suggests, 
however, that Bui !ding A may be based upon an even earlier bui I ding 
with the same unique orientation, see below for more detai Is on the 
significance of the orientation. 
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building's unique orientation. It has for sometime been a hypothesis 
among the excavators that the bui I ding derives this peculiar orientation 
for specifically religious reasons, possibly laid out 1n the direction 
of the sunrise on a specific saint's day, as proposed by Z. Radosevic 
(see fig. 6.10) .82 Indeed, bui !dings both to the north and south of the 
church are oriented from northwest to southeast (e.g., the theater, 
Episcopal Residence, Casino, Building D, etc., are al I oriented in the 
same direction) while Bui I ding A has a more east to west orientation. 
The Episcopal Basi I ica, constructed to replace the early church in the 
mid-fifth century, fol lows this same unique orientation. Another 
argument to support the hypothesis (that this was a church in its 
original construction) is the decorative scheme. Although two phases of 
floor mosaic and wall fresco are represented in the bui !ding, there was 
no real change in the decorative scheme. The two layers of frescoes on 
the south wal I, for example, are both composed of large panels imitating 
marble slabs and so similar that J. Wiseman suggested in the excavation 
report that the later painters copied the earlier motifs.83 There ts no 
evidence that the bui !ding ever experienced a change of function. It 
seems I ikely that Bui I ding A was originally bui It as a Christian church, 
but that its form is dependent upon local domestic architecture. 
82 Z. Rado~evi~, unpublished report presented at the Stobi Symposium, 
Boston University, 1g77, 
83 W-MZ, "1974," 143. 
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The date of the building is wel I-established by coins found beneath 
the south aisle that provide a terminus post quern of 360-380 A.c.84 
Alterations have a terminus ante quern of 425-450 (the construction 
deposits of the Episcopal Basi I ica). 
There are two churches in the Balkans that have been demonstrated 
to be of comparable date: the fourth-century church or "assembly hal I" 
beneath the Octagon at Phi I i pp i , and the ear I y "chape In of the 
ecclesiastical complex at Thasos. The latter has few remains; beneath 
the nave of the northern (fifth-century) church the remains of an apse 
and side wa I Is be I ong i ng to a sing I e-a is I ed "chape In have been 
discovered, dated to the end of the fourth or the first half of the 
fifth century.85 The room is ca. 6.75 m. wide with an apse ca. 4.35 m. 
wide, and built with mortared wal Is 70 cm. wide. Identification as a 
church 1s confirmed by the discovery of a cavity where the altar once 
stood; perhaps the remains of a reliquary beneath the altar. At 
Phi I ippi, the early church beneath the Octagon, dated to the fourth 
century, is similarly a single-aisled church.86 
As at Stobi, the church at Thasos is replaced 1n the fifth century 
by a church of basi I ical design, while the Octagon at Phi I ippi replaces 
84 Coin 78-632 was the latest coin found in excavations beneath the 
south aisle. It was dated by A. Walker to the 360s or 370s and 
showed I ittle use-wear. 
85 Sodini, Al iki, II, op. cit. (in note 66) 11-15. The date is based 
upon two coins (\ialens and Theodosius I), and two lamp fragments 
dated to the end of the fourth or early fifth century, p. 15. 
86 S. Pelekanides, "01 ~IAIITITOI KAI TA XPIETIANIKA MNHMEIA TOYE," 1n 
MAKEllONIA BEEEAAONIKH (Thessalonika, 1980) 108-113. 
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the early assembly hal I. Although these early structures are poorly 
preserved, and not completely excavated, their general form is clear, 
and neither is of the fami I iar basilica type found throughout the 
Balkans in the fifth century. 
We should probably not be so very surprised by the fact that the 
house form, its hierarchy, proportions, division of spaces, and other 
formal attributes, was found suitable for use as a cathedral at Stobi. 
Christians in the Balkan interior were probably sti I I a minority, even 
as late as the reign of Theodosius, and the size of the church probably 
reflects the size of their community. It has also been noted throughout 
this work that fourth-century architecture at Stobi was uniform and 
construction materials were not particularly lavish or sophisticated; 
thus, the church construction reflects the eco~omic resources available 
at Stobi at that time. 
A I I of this might su.ggest a re I at i onsh i p between the resident i a I 
tricl inium and the earliest church at Stobi. It has already been noted 
above that an ordinary Stobi residential triclinium, in the so-called 
Episcopal Residence, was converted to a chapel or "martyrium" in the 
fifth-century, and with few structural changes to its original form.87 
87 Ahal I in the Sessorian palace in Rome was converted to S. Croce in 
Gerusalemme in the mid fourth century, R. Krautheimer, Corpus 
Basi Jicarum Christianarum Romae, vol. I (Vatican City: Pontificio 
Istituto di Archeologia Cristiana, 1939) 165-195. The rotunda in 
Thessalonica was converted in the mid fifth century, R. Krautheimer, 
Early Christian and Byzantine Architecture (Baltimore: Penguin, 1975) 
82. The triclinium of the palace of Lausos in Constantinople, bui It 
in the early fifth century, was, only a century later converted to 
the church of S. Euphemia, ibid. 74-75. The conversion of 
residential triclinia to churches was very common in the Middle Ages, 
see J. Percival, The Roman Vi I la. An Historical Introduction 
(Berkeley, 1976) 193-199. 
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It is also worth noting the misidentification of the tricl inium at 
Histria as a chapel. But Building A was apparently the cathedral of 
Stobi, not a residence converted to a chapel. The Baptistery, just to 
the south, was certainly constructed before Building A was replaced by 
the Episcopal Basi I ica, even if it was not contemporary with the 
original construction. 
Debate on the extent of the relationship between palatial 
architecture and the early development of Christian architecture has 
raged long and hard, with much of it focused narrowly upon a single 
]ssue: ·the basi lical church and its origins. But the universality of 
"aul ic" architecture in the fourth century does not in fact support the 
notion that the function of a hal I was narrowly defined or that there 
were any great architectural distinctions between a space suitable for 
Christian worship and spaces suitable for other activities. The dialogue 
continued between ecclesiastical and secular architecture iong after the 
internally colonnaded "basilica" was successfully established as an 
appropriate church form.BB Internal colonnades, making additional space 
along the flanks of the main space, created a variation of hal led 
architecture, not a functionally distinct type of building. Neither was 
the apse functionally specific: architecturally it provides emphasis and 
formality to an otherwise unfocused longitudinal space, but should not 
be construed as having a narrowly defined functional meaning. Indeed, 
BB The development of centralized, triconch churches has been shown to 
be intimately connected with the centralized palace tricl inium, see 
Lavin, "Tri cl inia;" R. Krautheimer, "Success and Failure in Late 
Antique Church Planning," in Age.£:!:. Spirituality (New York, 19BO) 
121-139. 
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the notion that the term "basilica" was specifically a longitudinal 
architectural form is not supported by the evidence: the term was used 
of centrally planned bui I dings as wel I _89 The dictum "form fol lows 
function" in the sense we apply it today, would have been 
incomprehensible to architects of the fourth century. 
Despite this overlap of forms and functions some specific 
relationships between the triclinium and the church must be noted. The 
rituals of the Eucharist and the Agape were from the beginning of 
Christianity held in the dining rooms of private homes. As community 
churches were erected in the fourth century the Agape was actually 
practised for a time within the church proper. St. John Chrysostom, 1n 
a somewhat idealistic account (homily xxi i), describes the meal as 
shared by rich and poor with tables set up~ the church. Not unti I the 
latter half of the century were the first proscriptions made against 
holding the meal in the church because of the excesses that were often 
exhibited by its participants, especially drunkenness.go As the 
Christian community grew there was a tendency on the part of the 
ignorant to confuse the Agape with older forms of sacrificial festivals, 
and as a consequence the Eucharist and the Agape were increasingly 
89 Lavin, •Triclinia,• 17; Reallexikon zur byzantinische Kunst, s.v. 
"Basi I ika," by E. Langlotz and F. W.--0Sichmann, 1225-1259. The 
definition offered by Isidore of Sevi I le (seventh century) indicates 
that the term basilica continued to have some association with its 
original derivation from •paa~XE~os UToa." Etymologiarum XV.4. ii. 
90 The Synod of Gangra (ca. 353, Canon xi.) and the Council of Laodicea 
(ca. 363, Canon 28). See J. F. Keating, The Agape and the Eucharist 
(London, 1901; reprint ed., New York: AMS, 1969). 
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separated.91 By the end of the fourth century the Agape had been banned 
in most parts of the Western Church, as St. Augustine informs us 
(Epistle xx ii. ad Aurelium, chap. iv.), but the custom continued 
sporadically for some time, associated with special banquets for 
funerals, and feasts in honor of the martyrs. The fact remains, 
however, that the earliest churches did in fact function as banquet 
halls, and martyria continued in that role for some time to come. 
Pauli nus of Nola informs us, for example, that Alethius held a funeral 
banquet for his wife in the Basilica of St. Peter at Rome, and that the 
guests included the poor.92 
In this I ight some aspects of the early churches should be 
construed as literal adaptations from triclinia. The arrangement of 
synthronos and altar, in particular, should not be dissociated from the 
sigma dining arrangement. Apsidal tricl inia, and their regional 
variations, were an important influence on the form of the early church 
and further work on regional domestic architecture may eventually 
provide more evidence on the extent of this relationship. 
91 Ibid. 161-163. 
92 Paul inus of Nola, Epistle 33. 
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The Peristyles and Nymphaea 
The Peristyle Courts: Systems of Design 
Only two of the peristyles at Stobi, 1n the House of the Fuller and 
the Theodosian Palace, have remains that date to the fourth century. In 
the latter house the peristyle of the court was completely rebuilt in 
two stories, retaining only the position of the bases that were embedded 
into the stylobate wal I. Other features of the courtyard, and certainly 
the nymphaeum, belong to the latter half of the fifth century. In other 
houses the situation is less clear for several reasons: because 
excavation is incomplete (e.g., the Casino); because a thorough study 1s 
yet to be made (e.g., House of Peristeria and House of Psalms); or 
because the fifth-century construction has obliterated the earlier 
situation (e.g. the Episcopal Residence). For these reasons, a study of 
the peristyles is I imited to three residences: the Theodosian Palace, 
House of Parthenius, and House of the Fuller. The arrangement of 
colonnades in the churches, however, offers additional evidence for 
understanding the systems of design used in the erection of peristyles. 
The matter of different design systems has already been mentioned 
briefly in the chapter on the Theodosian Palace. There it was noted 
that the peristyle was based on a system using measurements in Roman 
feet, while components in the nymphaeum used measurements in Byzantine 
feet. The peristyle, a feature that retains the measurements and 
placement of column bases from the original fourth-century design, was 
planned within a total space that measured 70 x 100 Roman feet (R.F.). 
including the aisles (the sum of the widths of the aisles on opposite 
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sides of the court equals 20 R.F.). The intercolumniations of the north 
and south stylobates were 7 R.F. (2.06 m.) and on the west the 
intercolumniation was 6 R.F. (1.77 m.) within a total dimension of 50 
R.F. Elements of the nymphaeum, which was a new feature added in the 
late fifth century, however, were planned using Byzantine feet. The 
alternation of receding niches and protruding cornice above were placed 
cornice were placed at intervals of 6 Byzantine feet (B.F.) within a 
wal I that was 50 B.F. in length.93 
In the House of Parthenius the peristyle, which dates to the late-
fifth century. was also measured in B.F .. The three column bases ~ 
situ) on the south stylobate have an intercolumniation of 5 B.F. (1.6 
m.). The features of the nymphaeum use the same system of measurement; 
the protruding sections of the cornice measure 2 B.F. and are spaced 2.5 
B.F. apart. 
The House of the Fuller also has the remains of a peristyle that 
can be measured. The smal I peristyle in the northern half of the house 
has been dated to early in the fourth century; only three column bases 
remain..!...'! situ and the east and west stylobates have almost entirely 
93 The Roman foot is approximately 29.5 cm., equivalent to the Ionic 
foot of Greek architecture. Dinsmoor calculates the Ionic foot to 
29.4 cm. based on the measurements of the stylobate of the temple of 
Athena at Priene. W. B. Dinsmoor, The Architecture of Ancient 
Greece, 3rd ed. (London: Batsford, 1950; reprint ed.-,-New York: 
Norton, 1975) 222, note 2. I have used 32 cm. as an approximation of 
the length of the Byzantine foot, but its exact length is open to 
question. The length of a foot prescribed on a plaque found near 
Bethlehem is 30.9 cm; P. Abel, Rev. Bibi. XXXV (1926) 284, pl. V, 
cited by P. Underwood, "Some Princip~of Measure in the 
Architecture of the Period of Justinian," Cahiers archeologiques III 
(1948) 65. The use of Byzantine feet is urgently in need of study.· 
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disappeared, but the overall dimensions of the court can be measured. 
The intercolumniation is the broadest of al I the examples at Stobi, 2.67 
m., or 9 R.F. (measured between the two bases preserved on the north 
stylobate and between the one base and the stylobate corner on the south 
side of the court). The interior dimensions were 9.15 m. E-W and ca. 
10.0 m. N-S, indicating that the intercolumniation on the east and west 
colonnades was probably 10 feet. 
From the evidence contained in these three houses, the use of Roman 
feet would appear to be the system of measurement used in the fourth-
century whiJe Byzantine feet appear to the standard of a century later. 
The planning and measurement system 1s not so easily documented from an 
analysis of other features of the residences. Dimensions of rooms often 
vary from one end to the other, wal Is also vary greatly in thickness, 
and the overal I degree of precision is rather loose. Only in the 
features that make use of cut-stone are the dimensions precise enough to 
al low a confident analysis of the measurment systems. 
Further evidence for this change in system can be found in the 
Episcopal Basi I ica. There, however, the situation is more complex and 
requires some description. Figure 6.9 illustrates the cuttings, 
measurements, and reconstruction of the north stylobate of the Episcopal 
Basilica, in its two major phases: bottom - actual state, center - phase 
I, top - phase II. In each of the two constructions a precise 
measurment of Roman feet (8 R.F., in phase I, and 6 R.F. in phase II) 
separated the placement of column bases.94 The identification of 
94 The identification that these cuttings signify the placement of 
I 
I 
i . 
i 
' . 
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"Roman• rather than "Byzantine" feet is assured by the exact division of 
2.36 m. and 1.77 m. by 0.295 m. (1 R.F.) into eight and six parts; 
whereas division of 2.36 m. would yei Id an acceptable 7.5 B.F. (of 0.315 
m.), 1.77 m. divided into B.F. would yield the number 5.62. The 
interpretation of these cutting as an indication of two separate plans 
for the sty I obates of the bas i Ii ca 1 s confirmed by the co I umn bases. 
Four column bases from each phase are preserved and are differentiated 
not only by their size but by the presence or absence of cuttings 1n 
their sides for the placement of screens. These bases conform to the 
dimensions indicated by the cuttings on the stylobates; ca. 0.64 m in 
phase I, ca. 0.80 m in phase II. The size of the bases seem, however, 
to indicate Byzantine rather than Roman feet, with dimensions of 2, and 
2 1/2 B.F., respectively. 
The dimensions of the entire building present evidence for the use 
of the Byzantine foot and the proportions of spaces also seem to be a 
major design criterion. 
Proportion Dimensions Dimensions 
1n feet 
Nave 1:3 40 x 120 B.F. 12.67 x 38.75 m. avg. dim. 
Aisles 1:6 20 x 120 B.F. 6.65 x 38.75 m. avg. dim 
Apse 1:2 15 x 30 B.F. 4.75 x 9.70 m. 
column bases in the two phases of the Episcopal Basi I ica was made by 
C. Snively. See Snively, "Basi I icas," 108-110. 
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In addition, the widths of the wal Is seem to conform to Byzantine 
dimensions, the apse wal I is ca. 1.28 m. (4 B.F.), and al I other major 
structural wal Is are 3 B.F., ca. 0.96 m. 
It is clear that two systems of measurement are employed in the 
Episcopal Basi I ica, both the Roman and Byzantine, but use of the 
Byzantine foot instead of the Roman should be considered the normal 
local practice. The major dimensions are Byzantine and, indeed, there 
would be no reason for the cuttings to have been made if the Roman foot 
were the norm. If the architect had wished to create an 
intercolumniation measured in B.F. the masons could have placed the 
column bases without the aid of marking. The fact that these marks 
exist indicates an abnormal condition; that the masons were accustomed 
to a different standard o.f measurement and the Roman dimensions had to 
be specially marked. 
In the late fifth century the normal local system of measurement 
was the Byzantine foot. Colonnades, in both the earlier and later 
periods, were laid out using the intercolumniation as the standard 
measurement, but for some reason the basilica colonnades were designed 
in Roman feet contrary to standard local practice at the time. One 
possible reason would be that the architectural pieces were spol ia from 
an earlier Roman bui I ding, and the architect retained the earlier system 
to place them in the same manner as their original use. In fact, 
however, the bases and columns of the basi I ica were measured in B.F.; 
were locally made specifically for this bui I ding, and in al I three 
buildings the colonnades were arcaded, thereby eliminating the 
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possibi I ity that the dimensions were dependent on the use of architraves 
reused from another building. The bui I ding programs at Stobi during the 
latter half of the fifth century mark the renewal of a local stone-
carvong industry. A variety of stones were used, including local 
sandstone {the bedrock of the region), and two varieties of marble from 
local quarries (see Appendix A). Examples of this local industry are 
found in al I the new bui I dings of that period, as wel I as in the 
reconstructed residences. In contrast, the extensive bui I ding program 
of the fourth century employs remarkably few stone architectural 
members; where they are found, as in Bui I ding A, the pieces are a 
combination of spol.ia and imported pieces. 
The churches, specifically the Episcopal Basilica and the Central 
Basi I ica, are somewhat of a special case. Although they too made use of 
local products, imported groups of finely carved stone were used as 
wel I. In the Episcopal Basi I ica, bases, columns, and mul I ion members 
were generally local, while the finely carved capitals, imposts, the 
ambo, and some of the screens were imported; in the Central Basi I ica a 
group of mul I ion capitals, used in the apse, were imported. Spolia 
continue to be used; for example, most of the colonnade elements of 
Building A appear to have been reemployed in the gallery of the 
Episcopal Basi I ica, The case for the use of spol ia has, however, on the 
past, been somewhat overstated; the columns and bases of the cathedral 
are not from the Theater as had been assumed. 
The fact that imported materials were used only in the basi I icas 
and not in the residences, and that the Roman foot rather than the 
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Byzantine was used in planning the colonnades of the Episcopal Basi I ica, 
suggests the possibi I ity that the church was designed by an architect 
who was not native to Stobi. The evidence indicates that although most 
of the mundane construction of the bui I ding was accomplished by local 
labor, non-local craftsmen, probably from a major metropolitan workshop, 
were commissioned to carry out the more complex tasks, such as the 
design of the colonnade and the execution of the finer sculptural 
pieces. 
The transition from the Roman system of measurement to the 
Byzantine is difficult to document elsewhere 1n the region. Detailed 
publication of the monuments is sti I I lacking. In any case the 
transition was completed by the Justinianic period. Church architecture 
in the fifth century and later, for which there is more published 
evidence, shows a clear division between east and west. The monuments 
of Constantinople, Cari~in Grad, Phi I ippi, etc., were clearly employing 
the Byzantine system of measurement while churches in Rome and the west 
clearly retain the Roman.95 
g5 There are interesting exceptions, such as S. Agata dei Goti in Rome, 
that fol low the Byzantine system. R. Krautheimer, Corpus Basi I icarum 
Christianarum Romae, vol. I (Vatican City: Pontificio Istituto di 
Archeologia Cristiana, 193g) 2-12. Evidence for the Byzantine system 
at Constantinople, Phi I ippi, and Caricin Grad is summarized in P. 
Underwood, "Some Principles of Measure in the Architecture of the 
Period of Justinian," Cahiers archeologiques III (1948). 64-74. An 
exception in the opposite direction is the mid-fifth century domed 
palace hal I next to the Myrelaion in Constantinople. The interior 
diameter is 29.6 m., taken to be the equivalent of 100 Roman feet. 
R. Naumann, "Der antike Rundbau beim Myrelaion und der Palast Romanos 
I. Lekapenos," Istanbuler Mittei lungen 16 (1966) 199-216, cited in W. 
Mui ler-Wiener, Bi ldlexikon zur Topographie Istanbuls (Tubingen 1977) 
240-241. 
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The Late Antique Water Supply 
Before proceeding to analyze the nymphaea, a few preliminary 
observations should be made on the Late Antique water system. The 
courtyards and their nymphaea are actually part of a city-wide 
phenomenon; the construction of an extensive water system in the latter 
half of the fifth century. Although some earlier bath structures, for 
example, in the House of the Fuller and the large, partially excavated 
bath beneath the Inner City Wal I, no longer functioned, several baths 
were bui It or rebui It at this time: the Large and Smal I Baths, located 
to the south and east of the Central Basilica/House of Psalms complex, 
respectively; the bath complex attached to the Casino, a new 
construction; and the bath in the House of Peristeria was sti 11 
functioning at this time.96 The Central Fountain was also bui It at this 
time, and a large section of the water conduit that supplied it has been 
excavated along the southern part of the Via Principal is Inferior. ln 
the Episcopal Basi I ica, portions of the water system associated with the 
atrium have been excavated, but these are smal I channels, perhaps only 
drains, or used to collect rain water.97 And finally, we should note 
that the atria of the churches in the northern part of the city, the 
North and Central Basi I icas, were supplied with water.98 But even 
96 Sokolovska, "Peristerias," 131-132. 
97 Wiseman, "1978," 413-415. 
98 Snively, "Basi I icas, 11 22-23, 52-55. The water systems excavated 
prior to 1970 have been summarized by K. Petrov, who also proposes a 
reconstruction of the overal I system of water distribution, see K. 
Petrov, "Istra~uvanja na vodovodniot sistem vo ranovizantiskiot 
Stobi," Zbornik Skopje 19 (1967) 267-306. 
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within the residences, the nymphaea are not the only place where water 
was used, for several of the tricl inia were supplied with fountains in 
the form of an octagonal pool that occupies the center of the room.99 
It is easily seen that the use of water in the Late Antique city was 
concentrated in the bui !dings along the Via Principal is Inferior. 
In three cases the nymphaea are constructed below floor level (ca. 
90 cm.): in the H. of Parthenius, Theodosian Palace, and House of 
Peristeria. This submergence might be attributed to purely mechanical 
reasons; that there was a need to place the basins below the levels of 
the conduits that distributed water through the city. The nymphaea 1n 
the Theodosian Palace and House of Parthenius, however, were at 139.33 
and 139.08, respectively, whereas a hypothetical water conduit in the 
Via Principal is Superior would have been at an elevation of ca. 143.00 
to 144.00, sufficiently high to al low the nymphaea to be fed without the 
laborious and expensive lowering of the courtyard of the palace that was 
actually carried out. It has been assumed by Petrov, for example, that 
the main fresh water supply entered the city in the area of the Porta 
Heraclea, passed along the Via Sacra and Via Principal is Superior, from 
which the row of bui !dings along the upper terrace were fed, and was 
distributed by gravity to another conduit (portions of which have been 
excavated) along the Via Principal is Inferior that fed the bui !ding 
99 Three examples have been excavated, in the Casino, House of Psalms, 
and House of Peristeria. A fourth, in the tricl inium of the House of 
Parthenius, is proposed in this work, see chapter four: The House of 
Parthenius. 
l 
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along the lower terrace.100 It is probable, however, that the conduit 
located on the Via Principal is Inferior, which lay at an elevation of 
ca. 140.50, was the immediate source of water used 1n the Theodosian 
Palace, House of Parthenius, and House of Peristeria, i.e., in all the 
sunken nymphaea. If this conduit was the source, it would explain why 
the courtyard of the Theodosian Palace was lowered, and why nymphaea 1n 
residences located west of the street are deeply submerged. The 
nymphaea in the House of Psalms, Central Basi I ica, and North Basi I ica, 
al I located on the eastern, lower side of the street, are not submerged 
below the floor levels of the rest of the building. 
In 1980, a large water conduit was discovered in salvage 
excavations for the construction of a new rai I way I ine I inking the 
existing route along the Vardar river with Negotino, a city ca. 15 km. 
south of Stobi. Stobi is located upon a large riverine gravel terrace, 
resting upon bedrock, that rises to ca. 20 m. above the levels of the 
Vardar and Crna rivers. The terrace extends and broadens to the south 
and west as the distance between the rivers lengthens. The new rai I way 
line cuts deeply into the riverine terrace ca. 2 km. south of the Porta 
Heraclea, an area that was used 1n the Late Antique period as a 
necropolis. At the very bottom of these salvage excavations, the water 
conduit was discovered, cutting diagonally across the railway I ine, ca. 
5 m. below the levels of the graves. The conduit was exposed for a 
length of 30 m., and was constructed of mortared stones bedded upon 
100 Petrov, op. cit. (in note g8) . 
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bedrock. The interior is ca. 1 m. high and 0.6 m. broad, in an oval 
shape, and, even though it had not been used in centuries, was f i I led 
with fresh water to a depth of 35 cm. We surmise that it carried water 
from springs, that mi~ht have been located far to the south of the city, 
but it is possible that it was constructed to collect ground water. The 
date of its construction is unknown, but it could wel I have been the 
source of fresh water for the Late Antique city, even if constructed 
centuries earlier. Most interesting for this discussion, however, is 
the fact that it I ies at an elevation of ca. 140.50, far too low to have 
fed water by gravity into a system whose prime feeder would have been 
located in the Via Principal is Superior. In fact, the conduit is at the 
same level as the system in the Via Principal is Inferior. Thus there is 
a strong possibility that this conduit fed the system located in the Via 
Principal is Inferior, and, unti I such time as evidence of other main 
conduits within the city are discovered, we might suppose that this was 
the primary water system in the city during the Late Antique period. 
The Nymphaea 
A preliminary observation is that the peristyle courts, in which 
the nymphaea were constructed, must have served a rather narrowly 
defined purpose, for they were constructed as a form of private 
"garden." Entrances were restricted to one or two locations, and the 
enclosed space was surrounded by parapets. The primary means of 
internal circulation within the residences were via the corridors that 
surrounded the courts, and the rooms surrounding the courtyards were 
233 
generally used for the social aspects of domestic life. There 1s no 
suggestion that these courtyards were ever intended to be used 1n 
connection with domestic industry and manufacture. They were gardens, 
places of relaxation and entertainment, constructed to allow light and 
air into the center of the houses. Other activities, i.e., activities 
associated with the trade and means of I ivelihood of the owner, that 
might normally be integrated into a residence were not generally a part 
of the residences at Stobi. 
An exception may be found 1n the House of Peristeria. Al I the 
formal rooms, including the bath suite, surround the formal courtyard 
that contains the nymphaeum (no. 9 on the plan), but there are other 
courtyards in the house. The western half of the plan is taken up by a 
host of smal I cubicles loosely organized around an irregularly shaped 
open court (27) .101 The character of this section, smal I cubicles I ined 
up in rows, suggests an industrial establishment of some kind. Another 
courtyard is located 1n the southeast corner and contains a few smal I 
cubicles on its eastern side. But it should be noted that similar 
establishments are not found elsewhere in the city. Although industrial 
activities were eventually located in the House of the Fuller, perhaps 
after the first part of the sixth century, the house was designed as a 
luxurious residence. 
101 Many of the cubicles are formed by the later subdivision of some long 
narrow rooms and corridors, particularly in the areas of rooms 35-46. 
Rooms 19 and 21-33 are more indicative of the original character of 
this section of the house. 
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Even domestic activities, such as cooking and storage, were located 
on quite separate areas. In the House of Parthenius, the "service" 
rooms were located along a narrow corridor in the north section of the 
house, wel I separated from the rooms surrounding the courtyard. 
Similarly, in the House of Psalms the storage rooms, and access to them, 
were placed along the western end of the bui I ding, clearly separated 
from the rooms oriented to the courtyard. In sum, Stobi residences were 
luxurious and the more mundane requirements of everyday I ife were meant 
to be hidden from view. The peristyle courts and nymphaea were the 
feature around which the more formal residential rooms were organized. 
There are four wel I-preserved nymphaea constructed in the latter 
half of the fifth-century in the residences at Stobi, and similar 
nymphaea were erected in the atriums of the North and Central Basi licas.102 
Although the detai Is of construction vary, they have certain 
characteristics in common. In general, they occupy an entire end of the 
peristyles in which they were constructed, and have wal Is, along the 
sides and back, that enclose the space at the end of the peristyle. 
Except in the House of Peristeria and the Central Basilica, the wal Is 
that enclose them are adorned with niches. The nymphaea of the 
Theodosian Palace and House of Parthenius are the most elaborate of the 
group, and in this sense more representative of the intentions of the 
builders. Their design makes strong use of contrasting forms, light, 
and shadow; and the flow of water was used as an adornment to the 
102 Excavation in the Casino is, of course, incomplete, and further work 
may discover a nymphaeum there, as wel I. The House of the Fuller and 
the Episcopal Residence do not hold nymphaea. 
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setting. In each of these two bui !dings the rear facade of the scene 
was adorned with recessed niches and projecting cornices, supported 
partially or completely by columns; features similar to the design of 
theater facade. The water flowed across and over the cornice, in the 
nymphaeum of the House of Parthenius, creating a smal I waterfal I that 
emptied into the basin below. In the Theodosian Palace, the water 
flowed from a basin behind the parapets, at the base of the rear wal I, 
through channels carved an the spirally fluted pedestal bases and 
dropped in streams into the basin below. Overal I, the setting must have 
been intended to evoke the setting of a grotto, with water flowing out 
of a natural spring. Nymphaea in other bui I dings at Stobi are less 
elaborate, water flowed from a pipe or from a hole in the surrounding 
parapet, but clearly the same evocation was hoped for. 
There is a strong "Classical" flavor about the design of these 
nymphaea, most noticeable in the nymphaea that hold columns and 
cornices. This architectural vocabulary was, of course, more common to 
the second and third centuries, the so-cal led Roman Baroque style.103 
An architect would not have had to travel far to find models to copy for 
many examples must sti II have been standing in the late fifth century. 
But this is not an isolated example of Classicizing architectural taste, 
and not limited to the private homes of the wel I-to-do; nor need we 
surmise any sympathy for pagan tastes in a broader context. An 
103 For references to second century nymphaea bui It in this style, see M. 
Lyttelton, Baroque Architecture~ Classical Antiquity (London, 1974) 
265. 
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excel lent parallel 1s found in the atrium of Basi I ica A at Phi I ippi .104 
There, against the west wal I, an enormous fountain with a two-story 
facade including niches, and the same arrangement of columns, cornices, 
etc., was built. A domestic example, with more modest features, is 
located at Thasos, in the partially excavated house near the Heracleion.105 
This example, similar to the ones at Stobi, is a nymphaeum that fi I Is 
one end of a courtyard with enclosing wal Is adorned with the same 
general architectural features: columns, entablature, etc. Domestic 
nymphaea are quite widespread, with we\ I-known examples at Antioch,106 
Ostia,107 and Ephesos.108 At the latter site, the nymphaeum in the 
eastern insula is especially similar to Stobi examples, constructed to 
fi I I the entire southern end of an earlier peristyle.109 
104 P. Lemerle, Phi I ippes et la Macedoine orientale, Bibi iotheque des 
Ecol es fran1aises, no. 158----C-Paris: Boccard, 1945). The church 1s 
dated to the late fifth century. 
105 Y. Gar Ian, "Nouvel les mosalques thasiennes," BCH 89 (1965) 567-583; 
G. Daux, "Chronique des foui Iles, 1964," BCH 89"(°1965) 935-948; D. 
Mui I iez, "Travaux de I 'ecole fran1aise en""""G"rece en 1981," BCH 106 
(1982) 669-673. It is located beneath the garden of D. Tokatl is, and 
the excavations are referred to as "Sondage Toklatis." 
106 Sti II well, "Antioch,• 47-57. The nymphaea ·at Antioch were cited by 
Kitzinger ("Survey,• 122-124) as para I leis for the Stobi nymphaea, 
while noting the differences between the plans of the houses at the 
two cities. The Antiochene houses lack peristyles and the tricl inia 
are rectangular, lacking the apsidal forms found at Stobi. 
107 Becatti, •Ostia,• 105-107; the 'Domus di Amore e Psiche.' 
108 H. Vetters, •Zurn Stockbau in Ephesos, 11 Melanges Mansel (Ankara, 1973) 
69-92. 
109 Ibid. The nymphaeum and other renovations are dated to the reign of 
Diocletian. See also the commentary of Sodini, Vi Iles, 383-385, on 
this and the other nymphaea cited. 
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The incorporation of statuary into the decorative scheme of the 
nymphaea and peristyles is also part of this widespread "Classicizing" 
trend. At Athens a dozen pieces of sculpture, dating from the fourth 
century B.C. to the third century after Christ, were recovered from two 
courtyard wel Is on a late Roman house on the Areopagus.110 The 
excavators propose that the collection adorned the house after its 
construction in the late fourth century and was deposited in the wel Is 
before the construction of a bath in the early part of the sixth 
century. Similar to the collection of sculpture found in the houses at 
Stobi, this group 1s an eclectic collection of antiques representing a 
wide variety of sculptural styles. The owner of the house was an 
antiquarian, a collector of art, but we must be wary of imposing the 
mantle of paganism upon such col lectors.111 Ernst Kitzinger wrote, on 
his survey of Stobi, "we may perhaps sense, in the faint reflection of 
greater things which provincial monuments afford, something of the 
atmosphere in which wealthy people I ived in Constantinople in the first 
few centuries of the city's existence. We are reminded of the 
complaints of St. John Chrysostom (late fourth century) against the 
luxury displayed by the rich of his period. We are also reminded of the 
descriptions given by Codinus and Cedrenus of the House of Lausos, • • • J 
110 T. L. Shear, Jr., "The Athenian Agora: Excavations of 1970," Hesperia 
XL (1971) 273-275; T. L. Shear, Jr., "The Athenian Agora: Excavations 
of 1971," Hesperia XLI (1972) 161-163, 168-173. 
111 The excavators propose that this was the residence of a sophist, and 
used as a private school of philosophy. Ibid. 162-163. See also A. 
Frantz, •Pagan Philosophers in Christian Athens," Proceedings of the 
American Philosophical Society 119 (1975) 29-38. For criticism of 
this identification see Duval, •Maisons,• 468. 
2~S 
they tel I us 9f precious colum~s, of marbles of many colors, of 
fountains and Classical statues. 11 112 
112 Kitzinger, "Survey,• 127-128. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
It has been the aim of this work to describe the development of 
Late Antique residential architecture at Stobi, and define its essential 
characteristics. Such a definition, however, is not limited to an 
identification of the range of architectural features and their 
ey.Q.l.ut ion., but. re I ates those features to the society that engendered 
them. Studying this relationship alters our perspective on both the 
architecture and the society, and each comes more sharply into focus. 
Several major issues have been addressed, some having to do with setting 
the architecture of Stobi in the context of the Late Roman world, while 
others reflect local socio-economic factors that shaped the residences 
into their particular forms. The issues in each of these two categories 
have been examined on a chronological framework that give definition to 
some of the social changes occuring from the fourth through sixth 
centuries after Christ. The principal significance of this study I ies 
in its demonstration of the importance of architecture for understanding 
the culture history of the Late Antique period. 
The fourth-century houses at Stobi are part of a widespread 
cultural development that began earlier in the Roman empire; a trend 
that shows increased emphasis on the "dining" room (tricl inium) as the 
social and architectural focus of the house. The apsidal form of the 
-----------------·----·--------- -~ 
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tricl inium has been shown to be the standard of the Late Antique house, 
a form that develops from the adoption of the sigma dining arrangement. 
The room is also enlarged and bui It with standard systems of design and 
proportion. Eventually it comes to dominate the design of the house. 
This "emphasized" triclinium also accrues a wider variety of 
functions, no longer serving solely as the dining room but as the center 
of family life. Whereas in the •typical," earlier Roman house there was 
a wider variety of functionally specific rooms, the fourth-century 
houses at Stobi incorporated many of the major activities into a single 
space: e.g .. , the recept.i on of visitors, entertainment and dining, and 
perhaps even sleeping. It 1s worth mentioning again that the tricl inium 
was probably the only heated room at Stobi, and thus, at least in the 
winter, must'have held al I the major family functions. 
It has also been demonstrated that the type of house found at Stobi 
rs widespread, and characteristic of most other geographic regions of 
the empire, especially the western provinces. Two factors have tended 
to obscure an understanding of the true distribution and popularity of 
this type of house: 1) the large percentage of houses in this period 
that were rebui It from the remains of earlier Roman houses, and 2) the 
retention of an earlier form of triclinium (the 'U' shape), especially 
1n the archaeologically wel I-known North African and Syrian provinces. 
At Stobi, the large number of newly constructed residences of the fourth 
century a 11 ow us to see the characteristics of the •typ i ca I" Late 
Antique house type more clearly. 
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Another issue of fourth-century architecture, the development of 
Christian religious architecture, has been touched upon in this work. 
Much of the previous scholarship has focused on the relationship between 
palatial and church architecture. This study indicates that an 
enlargement of the question to consider the relationships between early 
churches and the local domestic architecture may prove to have rewarding 
results for understanding the origin of the forms of early Christian 
architecture. 
The fifth-century domestic architecture at Stobi is much more 
diyerse than in the preceding century, reflecting in the range of size 
and luxury a wider range of economic resources avai I able to individual 
families. Perhaps the most dramatic example of this disparity is gained 
by a comparison between the Theodosian Palace and the House of 
Parthenius. The latter house is almost a scaled-down version of the 
former, imitating its larger more luxurious neighbor but using inferior 
materials and craftsmanship. Elsewhere in the city we find formerly 
luxurious residences converted to places for manufacturing goods. In 
the House of the Fuller the large triclinium erected in the fourth 
century later became an open court, and the discovery of the remains of 
a goose and three of her gosl ings, who were trapped in its destruction, 
suggests it was used as a barnyard.1 
Another aspect of this diversity 1s the effort to conserve (often 
to revive) traditional Roman patterns of I ife. This is clearly 
expressed in the architecture, for example, in the classicizing facades 
1 W-MZ, "1970," 403. 
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of the nymphaea, erected in the latter half of the fifth century, and 1n 
the group of Classical sculpture collected by the owner of the 
Theodosian Palace. But this eclectic group of sculpture, with no 
apparent religious or commemorative theme, is more indicative of 
antiquarian tastes than an unbroken continuation of Classical culture. 
So too, the design of the facades of the nymphaea seem to have been made 
as conscious imitations of older forms rather than as part of an 
evolving continuation of an earlier tradition. We might also suggest 
that the apsidal triclinium had become a symbol of elegant dining and 
social gathering. rather than the locus of a traditional practice sti I I 
fol lowed in daily I ife (see chapter six) .2 
One more example indicating the gradual breakdown of traditional 
architectural meanings should be noted: the conversion of the so-cal led 
"Episcopal Residence" into a martyrium. It is highly typical of the 
Byzantine period and the Middle Ages to convert ancient structures of 
all kinds into martyria, cemetery churches, monasteries, etc., and here 
we see the beginning of that new •tradition." This trend may show a 
certain practicality on the part of the people of the later periods, but 
is surely also an indication that the functional associations that these 
buildings once held had been lost. 
2 An acknowledgement of these changes, however, is not to be found in 
the writings of ancient authors. Cyri I Mango noted, in regard to the 
Late Antique attitude towards art, that "We might think, furthermore, 
that Byzantine authors would have made some distinction between their 
own art and that of the Graeco-Roman period which they had before 
them. Yet this is not the case." C. Mango, The Art of the Byzantine 
Empire (Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice-Hal I, 1972) xv. 
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The significance of some aspects of the architectural changes 1n 
the Late Antique period has been realized; other aspects, sti I I 
unresolved, have been introduced by this study. For example, a change 
in the system of measurement used at Stobi has been documented, but the 
broader context of this transition is sti I I undefined (see chapter six). 
We have yet to describe the origin and purpose of this change from the 
use of "Roman" feet to the use of "Byzantine" feet, and to document the 
same phenomenon elsewhere. The resolution of this problem could have 
great significance for the study of the evolution of craftsmanship and 
the organization of workshops. 
Another aspect of the construction industry at Stobi, the local 
marble trade, has been more firmly resolved (see appendix A). The 
revival of marble working at Stobi in the fifth century has been 
demonstrated and the uses of those products defined. We have also taken 
some steps toward identifying imported pieces and their sources. The 
use of these imported pieces almost exclusively in the churches, and 
other evidence, suggests that the design and execution of ecclesiastical 
structures in the fifth century was not left entirely to local 
architects and craftsmen. In contrast, the residences were rebui It by 
local workers. Even the Theodosian Palace, which is comparable to the 
very finest of provincial residences, was constructed by local 
craftsmen. 
In conclusion, I would I ike to note that we have also seen how 
detailed architectural analysis can lead to observations that relate 
directly to many fields of inquiry: for example, the interrelationship 
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of cultural institutions, the study of family I ife, the development of 
crafts and craftsmanship, and the development of local traditions within 
the context of a much larger society. Historical events and cultural 
changes are expressed architecturally, and these expressions are an 
integral part of the material culture contained in the archaeological 
record. 
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APPENDIX A 
PETROLOGICAL ANALYSIS OF STOBI MARBLES 
Local Quarries 
Dr. Tomislav Ivanov of the University of Skopje introduced us to 
the ancient quarries of the region in 1974 and 1978. He had identified 
these sites during geologic surveys of this region of Macedonia. In 
col Laboration. w.i th Dr. Ivanov severa I samp I es were co 11 ected from these 
sites and from bui I dings at Stobi for petrographic analysis; unfortun-
ately, these were never completed, due to circumstances beyond our con-
trol. The visits to the ancient quarries of Markov Stap and Debreste 
were invaluable, however, for we were able to compare these samples to 
stones within the city. The Markov Stap quarry was the source of a 
white to grey fine grained marble (partially metamorphosed I imestone) 
that was used for the theater cavea construction (hereafter referred to 
as marble type B). The site was littered with a great number of quar-
ried blocks and many quarry faces were found, marked by the presence of 
ancient wedge marks (see fig. A.3).1 At Debre~te, where quarrying has 
been renewed in the last decade, a richly colored rose and rose/grey 
stone (very fine-grained partially metamorphosed I imestone) was quarried 
(hereafter referred to as marble type A). When modern quarrying was 
1 The quarries, at both Markov Stap and Debreste, wi I I be the subject 
of further discussion in the final publications. 
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begun several columns and blocks were discovered, and saved by the 
mining team, that we were able to examine. Here also many of the 
ancient quarry faces are preserved and we noted many partially quarried 
blocks (see figs. A.1 and A.2). The stone from this quarry ts very 
similar in appearance to "Portasanta,• quarried in Chios.2 Extensive use 
of this marble has been noted at Stobi: many columns of the Episcopal 
Basi I ica (E. Bas.), door jambs of the E. Bas. and theater, and, as was 
learned through this analysis, the spirally fluted column capitals of 
the Theodosian Palace (sample nos. 2a and 2b). 
In 1g71 ten samples· were collected and sent to Ward-Perkins for 
identification. No petrographic analyses were performed but a number of 
problems were indicated by the unexpected identification of a coarse-
grained marble as belonging to the Philippi region.3 
2 R. Gnol i, Marmora Romana (Rome: Elefante, 1g11) 145-146, fig. 12g. 
In ig82 John Hermann of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, very kindly 
examined the samples we collected for petrographic analysis and 
pointed out the similarities of this stone to "Portasanta.• 
3 The ten samples (arabic numbers) were considered to be of four maJor 
types (letter designations) by John Cherry, who assembled the samples 
and described them as fol lows: 
A). A fine·grained white marble, commonly referred to as 
"island" marble, used in the facade of the theater. 
B). A medium to coarse grained white-grey marble, used for 
theater cavea construction. 
C). Brecciated rose colored marble 
D). Brecciated green marble. 
Sample 1 was from the E. Bas., "a coarser grained m1caceous 
version of A, but possibly unrelated." 
Samples 2, 4, and 8, were of type C. 
Samples 3 and 10 were of type D. 
Sample 5 was volcanic in origin, as identified by Robert Folk. 
Sample 6 from the Episcopal Residence, •a fine grained micaceous 
white 
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Imported Marbles 
During the years 1976 to 1981 a catalog of the Late Antique archi-
tectural sculpture was made, including al I pieces from the E. Bas. (ca. 
250 fragments), the Central Basi I ica (ca. 40), the Episcopal Residence 
(ca. 40), and the majority of pieces from the Theodosian Palace and the 
House of Parthenius {ca. 120). These pieces represent approximately 75 
percent of the pieces excavated to date, not including pieces found in 
the House of Peristeria, the House of Psalms, the extramuros basi I icas, 
and the Via Sacra. For these latter structures information is not com-
pletely. lacking; draw.ings by the Conservation Institute, under the di-
rection of tika Vin~ic, for the House of Psalms were made during the 
marble discolored with calcite which forms in bands, making 
the marble very I iable to split - one reason why it is rare 
at Stobi. Looks very I ike Euboean marble." 
Sample 9 was of type A, and sample 7 of type B. 
Ward-Perkins response was as fol lows: "The main surprise to me is 
that the coarser of the two marbles, the one in common use is from 
Pletvar. I had thought of it as possibly an import from the Northern 
Aegean (for example, the Philippi area); but presumably this is only 
part of a larger geological zone containing basically similar 
marbles. The finer white marble {9) is almost certainly Pentel ic. 
Certainly not the Thasos marble which I know. It is also useful to 
know about the other two, coloured marbles. The brecciated rose-
coloured one is remarkably close, visually, to a type which was 
exported from Euboea; but obviously if there is a local source, there 
is no need to look so far afield." 
A sample of marble from the skene of the theater (Cherry, type 'A') 
was not taken for the present study but visually resembles our sample 
7. The coarser version of 'A' {Cherry, sample 1, identified by Ward-
Perkins as from the Philippi region) corresponds to our samples 6, 9, 
and 10. Type 'B' corresponds to our sample 5 and type 'C' 
corresponds to our samples 2a, 2b, and 8. The analysis provided here 
identifies three, rather than two, types of white marble. 
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1960s, and for the Palikura Basi I ica we have the work of Hald,4 and 
Snively. 5 
The work on the catalog soon led to the recognition of marble types 
and, in 1981, samples were collected and brought to Boston by the author 
for petrographic analysis. Our primary objective was to distinguish the 
local from the imported marble types used in the Late Antique bui I dings. 
Although the majority of marbles used during this period appeared to be 
of local origin no analysis of these had been completed. In particular 
we were concerned with what appeared to several v.arieties of white 
marble. In addition to the off-white marble quarried at Markov Stap, 
two other types were used in some quantity: an extremely coarse grained 
white to grey marble (hereafter referred to as marble type C), and a 
medium grained white marble (hereafter referred to as marble type D). 
Smal I quantities of numerous other marbles are found at Stobi: a few 
'africano verde' columns were used in the E. Bas.;6 a fine grained 
white marble with red and grey striations (sample 11); a medium grained 
dark grey marble (sample 4) used for a few columns in the Theodosian 
Palace; and some 'cipoll ino', for which the best examples are the large 
mul I ion columns used in the E. Bas. narthex.7 
4 Dr. Hald, Auf den Trummern Stobis (Stuttgart: Strecker und Schroder) 
29-41. 
5 Snively, "Basilicas," 217-242. 
6 Samples were not collected as so few pieces are present and is not 
considered problematic. See Gnol i, op. cit. (in note 2) fig. 135, for 
a sample from Teos, Asia Minor. 
7 Ibid., fig. 204. An i I lustration of a sample of 'cipol Iino' from 
Caristo, Eubea, Greece. 
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The two white marble types (C and D) are found in considerable 
quantity in the E. Bas.: type C was used for several of the parapet 
screens, a large number of columns from the galleries, and a set of 
pedestal bases used in the narthex; type D was used for virtually al I 
the finer sculpture, the capitals, ambo, several parapet screens, opus 
secti le pavements, the Baptistery capitals, and for revetment. A maJor 
chronological distinction can also be made. The type C pieces were very 
likely originally used in Bui I ding A, the late-fourth century church, 
and subsequently reused in the fifth-century E. Bas. The type D pieces 
were made specifically for the latter bui I ding. 
The importance of these white marbles cannot be overstated; if 
marble types C and D are not local stone, this would be strong evidence 
that the major sculptural groups of the Episcopal Basi I ica complex were 
imported, either in finished or partially finished form.8 It has long 
been considered that these pieces were manufactured in local stone at 
Stobi by provincial craftsmen.9 In any case, the higher qua I ity 
8 The local quarries, as seen in this analysis, contain easily distin-
guished partially metamorphosed limestone. Type C is a calcitic meta-
morphosed stone and D is dolomitic. In general the Alpine foldbelt 
in the region west of the Vardar is formed of cretaceous limestone 
while the Rhodope massif, east of the Vardar, is composed of 
Paleozoic metamorphic rock. See Folk, "Geology," 38-41 .. 
9 Egger, "Ki rche," 81; Kitz i n9er, "Survey,• 105. Deichmann proposed 
that Macedonian workmen, trained in Constantinople, created the 
capitals; see F. W. Deichmann, Studien zur Architektur 
Konstantinopels im 5. und 6. Jahrhundertli"ach Christos (Baden-Baden: 
Bruno Grimm, 1956) 92.~-NTkolajevit, citing the surveys of Babic and 
Mikul~ic, proposed that the Pletvar region (the area of the Markov 
Stap quarry) was the source of a stone used for external elements, 
while a quarry further east at Sivec was the source of marble used 
for finer carved members, i.e., the capitals, imposts, etc., used in 
the E. Bas. at Stobi; see I. Nikolajevic, "Stobi and Fifth Century 
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workmanship found in the E. Bas. is not the product of a local workshop 
since similar work is found nowhere else among the Late Antique 
bui ldings.10 
There are numerous possible quarry sites for the white marbles used 
at Stobi; if in fact they are the products of a metropolitan workshop 
located either 1n Thessalonica or Constantinople, the most I ikely, and 
closest, would be Proconnesos or Thasos. Proconnesian marble 1s a 
medium-gra.ined greyish marble; Thasian is of two varieties: a medium-
grained pure white dolomitic marble, and an extremely coarse-grained 
white to grey marble.11 
In 1978, during a visit to Thasos, I was struck by the similarity 
of the stone to the very coarse grained white/grey marbles (type C) 
found at Stobi. Two of the samples analyzed here (12 and 13) are from 
Architectural Sculpture in Macedonia," Studies III 188. See also, I. 
Mikul~ic, "Zur Topographie von Euristus (Audaristus)," MAA 1 {1975) 
173-197; and B. Babic, "Arheolo~ki tragovi iz anti~kog -i~ 
srednjevekovnog perioda u pri lepskom kraju,• Materijal IX. 
Simpozijuma srednjovekovne sekci je Arh. dru~tva Jugoslavije (Pri lep 
1970) 24-25. Al I of the Stobi quarries, thus far identified, I ie 
west of the Vardar, however, and contain partially metamorphosed 
I imestone (see note above), not the heavily metamorphosed and 
dolomitic stone of marble types C and D. 
10 The only similar workmanship is found in pieces at Drenovo; these 
were long thought to have been part of the E. Bas. assemblage and 
removed to Drenovo, ca. 25 km. away. Mikul~ic and Nikolajevic 
(ibid.) have demonstrated that these were probably taken from a 
church in the ancient town of Euristos, just a short distance from 
Drenovo. 
11 The northern half of the island of Thasos contains dolomitic marble 
while the southern half, including the Al iki quarry, does not. See 
J.-P. Sodini, A. Lambraki, and T. Kozelj, Aliki I, Les carrieres de 
marbre ~ I 'epoque aleochretienne, II , Etudes thasiennes, IX (Paris: 
~cole fran~aise d'Athenes, 1980 . 
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the island of Thasos, collected from road-cuts in the southern part of 
the island. Samples 6, 9, and 10 were collected from the E. Bas. to 
compare with the Thasian samples. 
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Petrological Analysis 
Table A.1 lists the source, use, and appearance of the samples. 
Wi I I iam Barnett, a graduate student in the Department of Archaeology, 
Boston University, performed the laboratory analysis at the Center for 
Materials Research in Archaeology and Ethnology (CMRAE) located at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, in the spring of 1g82.12 The 
results were obtained by evaluating the petrographic characteristics as 
wel I as the calcium/ strontium (Ca/Sr) ratio, as measured by X-ray 
spectroscopy.13 Table A.2 lists the petrographic characteristics of the 
samples and A.3 the results of the X-ray spectroscopy. 
12 The analysis was conducted as a class project; instructor for the 
course was Dr. Barbara Luedtke of the University of Massachusetts at 
Boston. Special thanks are due to Christopher Craig, laboratory 
supervisor of CMRAE, for his assistance throughout the project. 
13 The procedure used is that described by Lazzarini, et al., "A 
Contribution to the Identification of Italian, Greek and Anatolian 
Marbles Through a Petrological Study and the Evaluation of Ca/Sr 
Ratio," Archaeometry 22:2 (1980) 173-183. 
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TABLE A.1 
STOBI STONE SAMPLES 
Sample Source Use Description 
Number 
1 Theodosian revetment deep green, fine grained 
Palace 
2a n sp i ra 1 ly fluted rose 
capital 
2b n 
" 
grey with rose 
3 " base white, coarse grained 
4 
" 
sp i ra 1 ly fluted grey, medium grained 
column 
5 Episcopal theater seat white, fine to medium 
Basi Ii ca block used as grained 
stylobate block 
6 
" 
narthex pedestal grey, coarse grained 
base 
7 E. Bas. revetment white, fine grained 
Baptistery 
8 Episcopal co I umn rose, fine grained 
Bas i Ii ca 
9 
" 
column white, coarse grained 
10 " parapet slab white/grey, coarse 
grained 
11 E. Bas. piscina spout white w/ red and grey 
Baptistery striations, fine grained 
12 Thasos roadcut sample grey, coarse grained 
13 II II II white, coarse grained 
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TABLE A.2 
PETROGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF STOBI STONE SAMPLES 
Sample Qrtz. Graphite Grain Grain Petrological 
Number Size Boundary Characteristics 
1 • 
2 x fine sutured bioturbation/ 
detrital 
2b x fine sutured bioturbation/ 
detrital 
3 coarse curved to strained twins 
embayed 
4 x medium curved to strained twins 
sutured 
5 x fine sutured detrital 
6 coarse curved to strained twins 
straight 
7 medium curved to strained twins 
sutured 
8 x fine sutured bioturbation/ 
detrital 
9 x coarse curved strained twins 
10 coarse curved to strained twins 
straight 
11 x fine/ sutured residual 
medium strained twins 
12 coarse curved to strained twins 
straight 
13 coarse curved to strained twins 
straight 
* 
Sample 1 is serpentine (hydrous magnesium s i I i cate) and was excluded 
from further testing (fig. A. 5). 
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TABLE A.3 
X-RAY FLOURESCENCE PEAK COUNTS AND RATIOS 
Sample Run 1 Run 2 Average Standard 
Number Ca/Sr Ca/Sr Ratio Deviation 
2a 118190/2992 84469/2312 38.02 2.09 
2b 124510/3142 98909/2660 38.40 2.09 
3 122475/3962 92993/3207 29.96 1.35 
4 129199/2976 94615/2359 41.76 2.33 
5 120323/3482 93694/3121 32.79 3.21 
6 121513/2510 97636/2109 47.35 1.50 
7 70998/2858 51057/2353 23.27 2.22 
8 123150/3034 85982/2400 38.21 3.37 
9 121226/2361 92801/1851 50.75 0.86 
10 126610/2596 99456/2115 47.90 1.24 
11 128111/2799 93094/2132 44. 72 1.48 
12 126381/2802 90318/2158 43.48 2.30 
13 120008/2547 97415/2266 45.06 2.92 
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Summary of Results 
Samples 2, 5, and 8: figures A.4, A.7, and A.614 
These three samples, despite dissimilarities of color, share grain 
size and boundary characteristics, and Ca/Sr ratios. Samples 2a, 2b, 
and 8 are Debre~te marble, and sample 5 is from Markov Stap. The analy-
sis indicates that despite the color difference these quarries are geo-
logically similar; a not totally unexpected conclusion since they are 
located only a few kilometers apart. 
Samples 6, 9, 10, and Thasian quarry samples 12 and 13: figures A.9, 
A.8, A.11, A.10, and A.13 
These samples are very sim_i lar in al I characteristics, confirming 
the visual identification. Although sample size is smal I, the unusual 
characteristics of Thasian stone, with its very large grain size, would 
make this identification almost certain. Sample 3 (fig. A.l) 1s 1n fact 
very similar to the members of this group but with a very low Ca/Sr 
ratio. 
Sample 4: figures A.12 
Sample 4 is an unusual type at Stobi. Other than the few fluted 
columns in the peristyle court of the Theodosian Palace, no other use of 
this stone has been found. This rarity points to a nonlocal source. 
The characteristics are very similar to sample 7, except for the Ca/Sr 
ratio. Visually they do not resemble one another. 
14 The scale of the cross sections 1s approximately 1:100. 
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Sample 7: figure A.15 
Sample 7 is the only strongly dolomitic marble sampled. Similar 
samples have been identified by Ivanov as possibly from Suvec, however, 
no local source of dolomitic marble can be identified with any 
certainty. This stone is used for the finely carved architectural 
sculpture from the E. Bas.15 In the spring of 1985, Jean-Pierre Sodini, 
principal investigator of the Thasian quarries, noted from our samples 
that this type is very I ikely the dolomitic marble found in the northern 
half of Thasos.16 A comparison with pub I ished cross sections indicates 
that sample 7 has the same grain size and boundary characteristics as 
the Thasian dolomitic marble.17 
Sample 11: figure A.14 
This is another rare type at Stobi. The fine grain and almost pure 
white surface marked with fine striations probably indicate that this 
also was imported. In fact, no other examples of this type have been 
noted at Stobi. 
15 See section above, Imported Marbles. Since the completion of 
analysis we have had the opportunity to test a smal I fragment from 
one of the ionic imposts from the gallery. It matches the 
characteristics of sample 7 in al I respects. 
16 Professor Sodini very kindly examined al I our samples and offered 
many insightful comments on their provenience. 
17 See W. Young, and B. Ashmole, "The Boston Relief and the Ludovisi 
Throne,• Boston Museum Bui letin LXVI:346 (1968) figs. 50 and 51. 
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Conclusions 
The majority of stone found at Stobi 1s local, represented by sam-
ples 2, 5, and 8. The petrological characteristics are clear and it 1s 
easily identified by visual identification. Interestingly, th~ two 
sources have very different coloration: the Debre~te quarry 1s a rich 
rose color often with broad bands of grey, or entirely grey; the Markov 
Stap quarry is white (greyish) with fine flecks of grey. Chronologi-
cally a distinction can be made between the more extensive use of the 
Markov Stap stone (type B) in Imperial times, for example in the thea-
ter, and the more widespread use of the Debre~te type in Late Antique 
times. From the third to perhaps the middle of the fifth century few 
pieces of local stonework can be found. In the fourth century church, 
for example, large amounts of spol ia were used. Similarly the peristyle 
of the Theodosian Palace (where the configuration, the bases, and the 
columns date to the late-fourth century) makes use of spol ia rather than 
newly quarried or newly carved pieces. In the fifth century there 1s 
ample evidence that local stone workshops flourished, for example, the 
capitals of the Theodosian Palace, the rose columns and window elements 
of the E. Bas., and the sandstone elements in the House of Parthenius. 
The qua I ity of carving, among these Late Antique products, is also 
clearly distinguishable from the products of metropolitan centers. It 
is important to note that no higher qua I ity pieces, were executed in 
local stone; the clear inference 1s that craftsmen from metropolitan 
centers did not come to Stobi to execute their work. 
The use of imported stone 1s, for the most part, I imited to the 
cathedral and its predecessor. The large collection of church 
architectural sculpture belonging to the cathedral of the mid-fifth 
century is made of a dolomitic marble, most likely Thasian. Its place 
of manufacture is unknown, but Thessalonica 1s a I ikely candidate; 
geographically intermediate between the quarry and Stobi, and a maJor 
metropolitan center. The large scale importation of a complete set of 
architectural elements is not unknown for the period, for example, the 
cargo discovered submerged at Marzamemi contained al I the elements for a 
church with colonnades of 28 columns, parapet screens, altar, and ambo.18 
The size of the Marzamemi elements, as wel I as the quantity and type of 
materials equals that used in the E. Bas.19 
This group of marbles was not, however, the first imported to Stobi 
for an ecclesiastical structure. The fourth-century church (Bui I ding A) 
made extensive use of imported parapet screens, columns, and bases. The 
ful I extent of this group is unknown, only those reused in the later 
basi I ica are preserved, but fortunately we can be more certain of their 
or1g1n for the analysis points clearly to Thasos and the quarry at 
Al iki. And if ecclesiastical sculpture quarried at Thasos found its way 
to Stobi for the erection of the first cathedral at Stobi the identifi-
cation of Thasian marble (albeit from a different part of the island) 
seems more I ikely for the furnishings of its successor. 
18 See G. Kapitan, "Elementi architettonici per una Basi I ica dal rel itto 
navale del VI secolo di Marzamemi (Siracusa)," Corsi di Cultura 
sul I 'arte Ravennate e bizantina XXVII (1980) 71-136; and G. Kapitan, 
"The Church Wreck off Marzamemi, 11 Archaeology 22:2 (1969) 122-133. 
19 Ibid. 78. The material at Marzamemi has been identified as 
Proconnesian by J. B. Ward-Perkins. 
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TABLE A.4 
REFERENCE GUIDE FOR STOBI MARBLES 
For ease of reference the Stobi marbles referred to 1n the text have 
been assigned letter designations as fol lows: 
A Debre~te quarried marble, partially metamorphosed I imestone, rose 
colored often with large grey areas: samples 2 and 8. 
B Markov Stap quarried marble, partially metamorphosed I imestone, fine 
grained white to grey colored: sample 5. 
C 'Thasian' type marble, metamorphosed, white to grey, extremely 
coarse grained: samples 6, 9, 10, 12, and 13. 
D Possibly Thasian, pure white medium grained dolomitic marble: sample 
7. 
Other types occur only rarely and are described 1n the text. 
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APPENDIX B 
WEST CEMETERY COINS 
Coin LOT NB Location Page Date· Comments 
Group 1 
74-281 1414 83 S78/W134 gl IV/V i I legible 
74-282 1414 83 S78/Wl34 g1 364-378 sec rep 
74-283 1414 83 S78/Wl34 gl IV/V i I legible 
74-284 1414 83 S78/W134 g1 367-375 Val I Siscia, sec rep 
LRBC 1302 
74-285 1414 83 S78/W134 91 367-375 Va I I Siscia, glor rom 
74-286 1414 83 S78/W134 91 IV/V i I legible 
74-287 1414 83 S78/W134 91 383-392 sal rep/capt. 
Group 2 
74-288 1414 83 S79/W134 93 IV/V i I legible 
74-289 1414 83 S79/W134 93 IV/V i I legible 
74-290 1414 83 S79/W134 93 IV/V i I leg"ble 
74-291 1414 83 S79/Wl34 93 IV/V i I leg ble 
74-2g2 1414 83 S79/W134 93 IV/V i I leg ble 
74-293 1414 83 S79/Wl34 93 v i I leg ble 
74-2g4 1414 83 S79/W134 g3 IV/V i I leg ble 
74-295 1414 83 S79/W134 93 408-423 Honor us 
74-296 1414 83 S79/W134 g3 IV/V i I leg ble 
74-297 1414 83 S79/W134 93 IV/V i I leg ble 
74-298 1414 83 S79/W134 93 367-375 Gratian, glor rem 
74-299 1414 83 S79/W134 g3 IV/V i I legible 
74-300 1414 83 S79/W134 93 408-423 (glor rem] type 22 
74-301 83 93 383-392 Theo I, sal rep-vict. 
LRBC 1984 
General Context 
74-303 1415 83 S79/W135 96 395-408 [g lor rem] type 21 
74-304 1414 83 S78/Wl34 96 Amphipol is Hellenistic 
262 
Group 3 
74-305 1415 83 S79/W135 96 383-392 Theo I sal rep-vi ct. 
74-306 1415 83 S79/W135 96 IV/V i I legible 
74-307 1415 83 S79/W135 96 IV/V i I legible 
74-308 1415 83 S79/W135 96 408-423 Theo II glor rom-2 emp 
74-309 1415 83 S79/W135 96 IV/V i I legible 
74-310 1415 83 S79/W135 96 IV/V i I legible 
74-311 1415 83 S79/W135 96 IV/V i I legible 
74-312 1415 83 S79/W135 96 330-341 Rome, wolf 
74-313 1415 83 S79/W135 96 364-378 glor rom, type 8 
74-314 1415 83 S79/W135 96 IV/V i I legible 
74-315 1415 83 S79/W135 96 IV/V i I legible 
74-316 1415 83 S79/W135 96 v i I legible 
74-317 1415 83 S79/W135 96 IV/V i I legible 
74-318 1415 83 S79/W135 96 IV/V i I legible 
74-319 1415 83 S79/W135 96 383-392 [sa I us rep] victory 
Group 3b - immediately below Group 3 
74-320 1415 83 S79/W135 96 v i I legible 
74-321 1415 83 S79/W135 96 IV/V i I legible 
74-322 1415 83 S79/W135 96 v cross 
74-323 1415 83 S79/W135 96 v i I legible 
74-333 1415 83 S79/W135 96 IV/V i I legible 
74-334 1415 83 S79/W135 96 IV/V i I legible 
74-335 1415 83 S79/W135 96 IV/V i I legible 
74-336 1415 83 S79/W135 96 383-392 salus rep 
74-337 1415 83 S79/W135 96 IV/V i I legible 
74-338 1415 83 S79/Wl35 96 v wreath 
74-339 1415 83 S79/W135 96 v i I legible 
74-340 1415 83 S79/W135 96 346-361 Const II 
fel temp [rep] LRBC 1836 
74-341 1415 83 S79/W135 96 383-392 salus rep 
74-342 1415 83 S79/W135 96 383-392 Arcadius salus rep 
74-343 1415 83 S79/W135 96 408-423 g I or rom (22) 
74-344 1415 83 S79/W135 96 Const 
votxxmultxxx 
74-345 1415 83 S79/W135 96 383-392 Theo I salus rep 
74-346 1415 83 S79/W135 96 IV/V i I legible 
74-347 1415 83 S79/W135 96 IV/V i I legible 
74-348 1415 83 S79/W135 96 IV/V i 11 egi ble 
74-349 1415 83 S79/W135 96 IV/V i 11 egi ble 
General Context 
74-350 1415 ·03 S79/W135 100 IV/V i I legible 
74-351 1415 83 S79/W135 100 383-392 Theo I, virtus aug 
74-352 1415 83 S79/W135 100 383-392 Theo I, salus rep 
74-364 1415 83 S79/W135 105 383-392 sa I us rep 
74-365 1415 83 S79/W135 105 Va I, victoria aug 
AJA 
Akerstrom-Hougen, 
Argos 
Archiug 
ArhPre 
BCH 
BIABulg 
DOP 
Duval, "Maisons" 
Egger, "Ki rche" 
Folk, "Geology• 
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Kitzinger, "Survey• 
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